
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_SALHOUSE V. C. PRIMARY________________School   

Number on roll______151__

The school’s approach to drama:  Teachers use drama when appropriate to their lessons and where it will enhance learning.  It is used mainly in topic/literacy lessons.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:  To raise the profile of drama as a creative teaching method and use drama in all areas of the curriculum, across the age range.

Age Group :      Reception and Year 1

Size of class:    8 x Year 1, 14 x Year R

Length of lesson:   45 mins.

Subject links:   Topic work on weather; previous day's music lesson making hurricane music and discussion of what a hurricane is/the effects it has.  Also linked to science work on materials and their properties and literacy lessons on list making.  there was a role-playing area in the classroom for weather forecasting/shelter building.  The current maths focus was on weighing "heavy and light" vocabularly.

Resources:  

· long dining tables (to hide under)

· large clock face

· chime bar to mark passing hours until the hurricane arrived

· pencils and paper (for list making)

· recording of hurricane - children's own composition, repeated several times so it was a longer recording.

The aims of the lesson

e.g. 

· To develop paired improvisation further

· Introduce group drama - conversations

· Introduce freeze frame

· To think creatively to solve problems

· To make connections to prior learning and develop them

Lesson exemplar

HURRICANE: coming here!

Before lesson:  put tables up in hall at one side.

Warm Up:  The children acted out how they imagined different materials would feel/move e.g. paper in the wind, bricks, steel, woolly jumper, glass window.  Children made shapes with their bodies and/or moved accordingly.  The teacher referred to their previous science work exploring materials and encouraged children to remember the warm up ideas for later on in the drama lesson, to help them solve problems they would encounter.

The teacher introduced the chime bar as a time signal linked to the changing time on the clock.  This was the signal to freeze in position and be ready to tell/show others what they were doing.

The teacher told the children that the time was now 1 o'clock and it was time to get ready for an important meeting, she would be acting in role as a worried villager and relying on their help to solve a big problem: a hurricane was forecast to reach the village at about 7 o'clock that night and the school was going to be set up as a shelter centre for all the villagers to come to.

The children were seated in a circle and invited to make suggestions about what dangers the village faced, what things would be needed in the hall, and how would they make it a safe/strong place.  Children could mime putting useful items into the centre if wished e.g. food, torches, tools to board up windows, bedding.

Children went to different areas of hall and mimed actions preparing the hall to become a shelter - cooking food, laying out bedding, strengthening roof/nailing up wood, using their own ideas as to what and where these activities should be.  They chose to carry the tables to the 'safest' part of the hall.

As the clock chimed 2 p.m., the children froze in position and were asked what they were doing.  The next task was to find a partner and write a list of the things they needed from home for a sleepover at the shelter.  There was a lot of emergent writing/initial letters etc. at this stage - no one asked how to spell a word correctly.  They know spelling and handwriting weren't an issue!

As the clock chimed 3, the children had to take their list home and pack rucksacks together.  On the strike of 4, the children had to make a circle.  They were given instructions to go in pairs to a designated shelter area, unpack and show the other children what they had brought with them and decide where to place them in the shelter.  They were warned that on the strike of 5, they would be expected to freeze, and if asked, to explain what they were doing.  (This part of the lesson lasted a long time as the children were very animated and inventive about what they'd brought).

The children were brought into a circle and each pair given a candle (a real one would have been good) as it might get very dark, especially if the electricity failed.  The children discussed their feelings, the classroom assistant switched on, at low volume, the recording of the children's composition of a hurricane.  The hurricane was arriving early!

As the clock chimed 6, the children returned to their shelters, to play games, chat, sleep, eat, etc. but on no account should they leave, if anyone came round to try and persuade them to leave, they were to try and talk that person into their shelter.  The teacher, in role, acted as a curious/bored child, wandering from shelter to shelter, the children were very persuasive, and as the storm got louder, showed great concern for the teacher's safety.

On the signal of 7 p.m., the storm subsided and the children returned to a circle to talk about their experiences.  Then they returned to their shelter to 'pack' their things and return to class.

Back in class, there was an opportunity to discuss what parts of the drama they enjoyed and the Teacher explained the idea of freeze framing and re-affirmed the need to listen and watch other people taking their turn.  The children were complimented on how they had worked with a partner.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…

· they suggested suitable items for the shelter, giving reasons for their original ideas.

· the teacher said to one group, "I wish I had a pillow, the floor is so hard", a child offered to quickly go home and bring one for her.

· under the 'shelter' some children said they'd brought a glitter disco ball, explaining it would look pretty and cheer people up

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

· children were making connections to prior learning; some children remembered hurricanes could lead to flooding (not originally part of the plan!) and made great efforts to protect the school hall from this, using materials covered during their science work on waterproof materials.

· working in pairs, children were listening and developing each other's ideas.  This way of working had been developed over several lessons.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· freeze frame

· teacher in role - low status - worried villager and curious/bored child.

· action miming

· paired/group improvisation

Why use drama?   

The lesson was designed to link many areas of the curriculum drama was a useful medium for this e.g. integrating writing activity (lists) into the weather drama story enthused the children.  Using the music that the children composed the day before gave their composition a purpose.

It developed their listening skills and co-operative working.  Importantly, the under-confident children seemed to thrive in a drama/problem/stories, perhaps because they realised there was no wrong answer - anything they suggested was possible and valued.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


