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Number on roll 260
The school’s approach to drama is a developing one, I was placed as Drama subject leader in Autumn 2005 and since then have led 3 inset sessions – 2 to just teaching staff and 1 to the whole school. The inset sessions have been practical with staff using various drama techniques in workshops themselves that they could then use in the classroom and in their teaching. I have also set up a set programme of drama lessons for each term for class teachers to carry out and help increase their confidence in using drama and for the children to get used to learning through Drama activities. 

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC was to develop creative (drama) teaching skills so that our school is able to teach through drama and meet the needs of our children who need this kind of learning experience to learn through. 

Age Group Reception
Size of class 29
Length of lesson Series of lessons throughout the week
Subject links Communication, Language and Literacy
Resources Made up letter from King Numeral, made up invitation from Numberland, counting camels etc, flip chart paper, post it notes, marker pens.
The aims of the lesson To use the vocabulary of subtraction and be able to do subtraction.
e.g. 

To understand the term subtraction means take away. To be able to use the term subtraction or the words take away in the correct context. To carry out subtraction sums and explain to another what subtraction is and what you do.
· To use a range of….

· To discriminate between…..

· To create …..

Subjects Links- 

Communication, Language and Literacy: - The children had to use mathematical language whilst (vocally) explaining subtraction to Prince Numeral (TIR).

P.S.H.E – Prince Numeral was finding subtraction very difficult, and the children had been asked if they would help someone, as they were the experts in subtraction.

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to  put the children into the role of experts in subtraction in order to help with and explain subtraction to another.

Before the lesson brain gym and active counting activities were carried out.
The teacher began the lesson by the teacher explaining that the class had received a letter. The letter was opened and read to the class. The letter places the children in a position of responsibility and them as experts in subtraction.
The teacher then asked the children if they would help Prince Numeral with learning subtraction and stop him being thrown into the dungeon by the King.
The pupils immediately wanted to help and felt empowered by the role of experts in subtraction. A brain storm about subtraction and how they could help the prince was carried out and a reply (shared writing) was made to the Prince confirming they could help him.
At the end of the lesson the children were given the choice of doing their own reply or example of subtraction to send to the prince.
After the lesson the teacher kept up the role with the children as Experts 

After the lesson the children  in small focused groups were asked what resources there was in the classroom that would help them explain and demonstrate subtraction to Prince Numeral. Various resources in the classroom were found (counting camels and elephants, abacus, pin squares). The resources were then tested and use to see if they could actually help.
The Prince Numeral theme carried on throughout the Week. The next day they received an invitation to visit Numberland and meet the Prince and the King. The teacher was in role as the Prince and the classroom assistant roped in as the King. With their counting resources the children were able to meet the Prince and explain and demonstrate subtraction using the correct vocabulary. Later in the week the children were sent some examples of the princes sums to see if he was getting them right. Some where and some were not and the children had to spot the mistakes and put them right.

What the teacher said At the beginning of the week the teacher explained the children had received a letter. The letter was read and then discussed. The teacher asked the children do they think they would like to and would they be able to help. The children were told how good they were at subtraction.
What the children said The children were very enthusiastic and agreed they were experts on subtraction. They all started to try and say ‘subtraction’ or ‘take away’ and that they could help the Prince. The children also went home talking about Prince Numeral, as parents kept coming in in the mornings asking who Prince Numeral was!. When speaking to the Prince the children used mathematical language and the term subtraction or the words take away, would correct the prince when he went wrong.
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children were asked later after receiving their invitation to Numberland about how we would get there and they gave numerous examples of forms of transport from plane to bike, horse to ship or space ship. A magical horse was finally chosen and the children galloped around the playground to Numberland. Also in their brainstorm of subtraction were many mathematical terms were expressed. Finally when the children were talking, explaining and demonstrating, using counting objects, subtraction to the Prince (TIR) and getting frustrated with him when he got it wrong and correcting his mistakes also trying to bring his attention back to the task when the Prince’s mind wandered.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when

· Brainstormed subtraction
· Found objects in the classroom which could help demonstrate subtraction
· Used the term subtraction or the words take away to explain and demonstrate subtraction to the Prince.
· Brainstormed different forms of transport
Corrected the Prince’s work as some of his sums were wrong.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Teacher in role as the Prince

· Classroom Assistant in role as the King

· The beginnings of children as experts – Mantle of the Expert.

· Acting out the journey to Numberland – on Magical horses.

Why use drama?

Drama enables a teacher to reach the different learning styles of children, especially young children.

The children enjoy learning through drama, and do not think they are actually in a learning situation as they are enjoying themselves!

Children who tune out when sitting on the carpet, get involved, together with the children who are less vocal suddenly find their voice – because they are interested, have something to say and feel the pressure of a lesson environment is off because, again, they are enjoying themselves 

Children who have behavioural difficulties are easily managed as they do not want to miss out on the fun and their ‘learning’ is more easily observed and assessed as it is not shrouded by difficult behaviour or poor attention span.

The learning outcomes of using drama can be observed and assessed instantly and have an enduring quality and can be observed and assessed through associated activities. The children are motivated to write and have something they want to write about.

The advantages of using drama were.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


