
NC Year/s  R_ 

Lesson title/theme

The Three Billy Goats Gruff

Context

_Catton Grove First and Nursery School   

Number on roll___398_____

The school’s approach to drama

We try to use drama as widely as we feel individually able, taking it as a cross curricular tool which can fuel imagination, enthusiasm and interest.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

To broaden the staffs’ knowledge base and gain some specialist advice

Age Group

Reception 4-5 year olds

Size of class

27 children

Length of lesson

45 minutes

Subject links

CLL- speaking and listening, retelling a familiar tale using correct language and event sequence, and emergent writing

Mathematical Development – counting and using numbers

Creative and Physical Development – using tools and materials to construct with a purpose

Resources

Variety of edible props to aid retelling of the story (cracker bread bridge, green food coloured desiccated coconut fresh grass, crumbled shredded wheat brown grass, marshmallow goats, and a grape troll) , paper and pencils, counting sheets, art straws, masking tape and newspaper and a large troll puppet to hot seat

The aims of the lesson

· To understand why the troll was acting so aggressively towards the goats, i.e. putting yourself into someone else’s shoes

· To create a real-life reason for the class to write a letter, record numbers to10 and construct with a purpose.  

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to…

Encourage all children to become involved in the story somehow.  In order to do this it was necessary to plan a number of different activities that would appeal in someway to everyone in the class.  Some excel at role play whilst others will not leave the computer alone, so one starting activity had to flow in many different directions.  

Before the lesson …

The children had heard two different versions of the story The Three Billy Goats Gruff during the previous day, one from a big book and another online [http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/english/goats/billygoatsgruff.html].  They had helped the teaching assistant create a meadow and bridge role play area in line with the text and had been told that a special visitor would be coming in tomorrow to meet them (the Troll!)

The teacher began the lesson by …

…asking the children if they could be on their best behaviour because today’s guest was rather grumpy and had an awful headache.  They all agreed to this and watched with anticipation as the Troll was brought out from behind the teacher’s chair.  Someone called out “it’s the troll!” which was expected and the teacher immediately hid the troll behind the chair again. 

I had to remind the class about being quiet and asked why they thought the troll might have a headache.  Suggestions included a hangover, no-one to play with, he had fallen over and bumped his head, and that he was thirsty.  No-one suggested that it could be the goats and the trip-trapping, so I brought the troll back out and the children posed their questions to him.  The TA and I helped the children to phrase their questions correctly and the troll puppet answered through me.  When one child asked if his head hurt because he had no friends, I said that the troll would like to be her friend, and suggested she came up to the chair to sit with him.  The children in are not quite old enough to imagine themselves as a character to be hot-seated by peers, but with a puppet to act as a cover for their thoughts they are beginning to understand and become confident in using this technique. 

After a few more questions the TA asked who lives near by the trolls bridge and if they were loud.  The troll said that the goats were the noisiest creatures he had ever met and wished they could be quieter…  This was the perfect answer I had been hoping for and took the opportunity to suggest that the troll went to look at our bridge to see if he liked it any better than ours. He obviously did and the class agreed that he could stay. 

The teacher then…

While troll was settling into his new house, I explained to the class what their activities for the session were.  They know from experience that the first morning session every day during the week the same activities will be available to them and they will be expected to complete all the adult focused tasks by the end of the week.  The activities included writing a letter to the troll to discover why he was so upset and ask if we could be his friends; counting how many goats crossed the bridge; designing a quieter bridge for him to live under; retelling the story using edible props; and role playing in the meadow area.  

The pupils…

…all happily chose their activities and were on task for the whole session. Children who do not normally come to the writing table were inspired to write a letter.  One girl with English as a second language spoke with so much confidence when describing how she was building her bridge.  The class have an aversion to writing numbers, but because the task was going to help the troll, many children were keen to practise.   Because of the novelty of retelling the story using edible props all children wanted to have a turn, and those who did told the story in great detail, remembering the sequence well.  The incentive of being able to eat the props at the end of the story helped, whereas had we used stick puppets or pictures, I doubt as much enthusiasm would have arisen.  

At the end of the lesson…

I gathered everyone back to the carpet to share and praise the work produced.  We then discussed how else the troll might feel better and I suggested having a party for him.  Of course everyone thought it was a fantastic idea, and we agreed that the following Thursday would be a suitable date.  

After the lesson the teacher…

I was very impressed with the quality of work produced.  Without the hot-seated troll as a stimulus for the writing and purpose for the construction and number work, I very much doubt the work would have been in the slightest bit comparable.  I think that in order for children to find an activity interesting it has to have some real meaning to them and the troll certainly meant something to them.  

For the following 2 days he came back at the end of every carpet session, just to remind the children of the tasks which were on offer.  On the third day, the troll left an apologetic note explaining that he was off to the shops to get food for the party, which spurred children to independently start to write their own notes to each other and shopping lists.  

After the lesson the children…

…came back after lunch to see if the postman had delivered the trolls letters yet, and were disappointed when they hadn’t.  Rather than delivering the letters themselves they had agreed it would be more exciting for the troll if the postman brought him something.  They had really begun to think of him as a person and kept themselves in role as one of his friends.  

… went home and told their parents about eating a goat and troll!  Some parents came in the next day to check the details!  

…two girls wrote more letters to the troll at home and brought them in the next day.

… some of the competitive boys boasted to the other YrR class that we had a real troll living under our bridge and they were rather disappointed to discover that the other class had one also.  But the following day both trolls were introduced to each other and the children spent most of an hour in role as trolls trying to find quiet places to sit, and as goats being as loud as they could!

The rest of the week continued with equal success.  The role play area was always popular and often the trolls and goats would try to come to a compromise over who could use the bridge and how (PSE cooperation).  The language being developed was wonderful to hear, many children reciting phrases from the story, and correcting each other if they got it wrong.  Everyone listened carefully to the group as they were retelling the story with food, and continued to be quite as they ate the props!

The trolls party was a huge success; we cooked cakes and made swamp jellies; wrote invitations; learnt how to ballroom dance; and dressed up in our finest clothes and costumes.

What the teacher said…

Numerous encouraging comments throughout the carpet session and activities

What the children said…

“I want the troll to be my friend”

“We could do his hair to make him feel better”

“If we make him new clothes and shoes he will be happier”

“One upon a time there were three goats”

“Look at my bridge, it is so quiet and is standing tall!”

“Trip-trap trip-trap trip-trap!”

“Who’s that marching across my bridge?”

“It’s me, little/middle/big sized Billy goat gruff”

“The story begins with the troll under the bridge and goats eating dry grass”

“We need water to go under the bridge so the big Billy goat gruff can throw the troll into it”

“Ouch! I am a troll with a headache”

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…

The class thought of questions to ask the troll

The children retold the story using the edible props and their own versions of events

Reluctant writers came to write a letter to the troll

Children went to get blue card and fabric to make into rivers to flow under the bridges

They adapted their constructing when the bridges wouldn’t stand upright.  

The letters had to be delivered by the postman, rather than the children themselves

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

The children were quieter for the troll the second time he came out from behind the chair

They phrased their questions appropriately

Some children asked others for advice and learnt how to rip the masking tape using only one hand

Children formed their numerals in the correct way

I learnt that the children must have really listened to the story as their retellings were so detailed.  The fact that we had forgotten to provide them with water for the troll to splash into, both in the role play area and in their edible small world scenes was an overlooked detail for us, but meant a lot to the children.  They had learnt it was a necessary part of the story.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Hot seating the troll, to try to discover why he was feeling unhappy

· Using role play to retell the story and imagine selves as the goats and troll

· Narrating and directing their own small world scenes to retell the story

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were…

The children were all engrossed and really wanted to help the troll

It gave the work a real meaning and purpose

The activities were linked together around a unifying cause

It stimulated their imaginations – simply asking them to act out the story without a meadow and bridge scene would not have been so successful

I wanted to teach the lesson as I knew they would enjoy it

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


