
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Costessey Infant School   

Number on roll 168

The school’s approach to drama and the school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

Over the last two years we have been involved in a number of Creative Partnership projects aimed specifically at supporting the development of children’s linguistic, imaginative and creative skills.

These have included: film making and animation, puppet making and performance, story telling, ‘small world’ role play and group drama techniques. The school has also recently built up a library of ‘story sacks’ and a resource bank of ‘story boxes’ to enhance ‘small world’ role play. Over this school year we have further developed these resources and used them in conjunction with the children’s film making activities.

Age Group: Foundation stage Reception

Size of class: 29 pupils

Length of lesson: a sequence of FS learning opportunities following themed topic, ‘Cold Places’.

Subject links: Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication, Language and Literacy, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Physical Development, Creative Development.

Resources: role play area, story sacks, story boxes, musical instruments, photos, books, video clips.

The aims of the lesson

· To engage in representational play.

· To use his/her imagination in role play and to respond to stories.

· To respond in a variety of ways to what s/he sees, hears, touches    and feels.

· To use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences.

· To interact with others in a variety of contexts, negotiating plans and activities and taking turns in conversations.

· To move with confidence, imagination, showing awareness of self and others.

· To be interested, motivated and excited about learning.

Lesson exemplar
Background to the learning

The class had been working on the theme, ‘Exploring Cold Places’. This incorporated a variety of opportunities for pupils to explore drama skills through the role play area, themed ‘small world’ Tuff spot play tray environments, story boxes and story sacks. 

Discreet drama lessons also came from particular stimuli e.g. stories, video clips of explorers expeditions to the Arctic/Antarctic, using percussion instruments to make ‘cold’ music. 

The following is an outline of various specific drama activities under taken by the class during the topic. Because of the age of the pupils these activities were introduced as short individual circle time sessions or as active drama sessions with groups of children.

Before the drama lessons the class had gathered together items needed in the ‘cold places’ role play area, e.g. a variety of white and silver drapes and textured materials, a tent, maps, warm clothes, appropriate soft toy animals, rucksacks, binoculars, compass, lamp, torch, camping equipment, fishing rods, fish. They had also experienced play with a variety of ‘small world’ toys using story boxes and ‘tuff’ spot environments. In addition, they had opportunities to use real binoculars and had made their own using card tubes, coloured cellophane, and wool/string.

Lesson Outline 1 (Spring Term)

Warm Up

The first session began with the children seated in a circle. The theme was introduced with a warm up activity where the children completed the phase, ‘I’m an explorer and I’m going to ___’. This was followed up with a round of, ‘What will the explorer put in his bag?’ The children passed the bag around the circle each suggesting an item and placing the imaginary item in the bag. More able children were able to extend their phrases giving reasons for their choices. For example, ‘I will need a sharp knife to cut a hole in the ice to go fishing.’

Main Activity

The teacher then took on the role of the explorer, setting the scene by recapping how some of the ‘useful’ items packed in the bag would be used. The class then started off on the imaginary expedition across the frozen waste lands. The teacher stopped the drama while still in role, to explain that suddenly something had come into view on the horizon. What could it be? How could they find out? A child then suggested taking the imaginary binoculars out of the bag. Children then gave suggestions as to what they could see. For example, ‘I can see a Polar bear with her cud’, ‘It’s a reindeer pulling Father Christmas’ sleigh’. The teacher went on to ask the children what we should do following each possible explanation.

Cool Down

The session concluded with the children putting up their imaginary tents and preparing for a night in camp. Finally they snuggled up into their sleeping bags for, hopefully a peaceful night’s sleep! 

Evaluation

This session was very successful in terms of establishing relevant vocabulary that the children would use later while working in the role play area of the classroom. Most children contributed their own ideas, but some less confident children ‘borrowed’ ideas from fellow pupils. The oral contributions varied according to the linguistic abilities of each pupil, they ranged from at least one word utterances, to quite complex phases. Many children were able to justify their thoughts and ideas in lengthy expositions. 

It was pleasing to hear several of the scenarios explored during the drama being used spontaneously later in their role play.  

Lesson Outline 2 (Spring Term)

Warm Up

The children had previously heard the story, ‘The Polar Bear and the Snow Cloud’ by Jane Cabrera. The lesson started with them seated in a circle and they were asked to reflect back on the story. They were asked to close their eyes and imagine the snowy scene. They were then asked to open their eyes and look up at the snow cloud above them. The children were then encouraged to think of words to describe how they felt.

Main Activity

The teacher then noticed snow flakes were falling out of the cloud and reminded the children that in the story the snow cloud had made ‘friends’ for the polar bear to play with. The children were then asked to make their own ‘snow friend’ shapes working alone or with a partner, and to share their ideas with the class. 

The teacher reminded the children that the polar bear had thrown a snowball at one of the ‘friends’. The children were then asked to pick up their own snowballs and throw them, making a ‘frieze frame’ just as they lifted the ball up.

The children then went back into the circle and were asked to share their thoughts about what they would like to play in the snow how they felt when they realised their ‘snow friend’ couldn’t join in any of the games.

Cool Down

The children made their best ‘snow friend’ shape, then the teacher described how the sun was gently melting it away. The children were asked to make their shape melt very slowly into a puddle of water on the ground.

In these lessons there was evidence of creativity when the children created simple representations of events, people and objects. They expressed their own thoughts and feelings using their imaginations and reflected on previously experienced stimuli. There was evidence of learning when the children were able to transfer the vocabulary and ideas explored in the drama sessions to their work in other structured play activities. 

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Improvisation

· Freeze frame

· Teacher in role

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that the children engaged in the theme in a more ‘real’ way. They all felt part of the experience both emotionally and physically. Their personal and emotional skills were being developed in a very positive way and they were experiencing new learning opportunities as a development of their own natural play mode.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk
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