
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

Context

Walpole Cross Keys Primary School   

Number on roll________

The school’s approach to drama: Keen to incorporate it as a learning support mechanism, especially to enhance literacy and creativity.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: To learn new strategies for developing creativity in teaching and learning.

Age Group: KS1

Size of class

Length of lesson: 1 hour

Subject links: Literacy, Geography, Science

Resources:  Power Point  - downloaded pictures of Gollum the Vulture; 6th form student in role as Gollum.

The aims of the lesson

· To engage the pupils in the story

· To create a need in the pupils to find out more factual knowledge to enable them to develop the story and help the central character

· To demonstrate to the teacher some Drama skills that could be used to set the children off on their learning journey.

· To provide a role model ( older student ) for some of the boys

Lesson exemplar

The teachers wanted to… create a context for making learning real and purposeful.

Before the lesson … the AST and teacher had discussed the aims and content of the lesson. The class teacher had an agenda of needing to teach air and flight in science in the term in question, to use ICT, and also wanted to develop their creative writing skills.

The teacher began the lesson by …introducing the topic of flight and getting the pupils to tell her the names of things that fly.

The teacher then…demonstrated how to build a physical representation of an object by using a group of bodies. 

The pupils… worked in groups to build a “flying thing” shape, then they were thought tracked / hotseated in the shape to find out about how they flew, what it was like to be able to fly, etc. 

The teacher then … introduced the pupils to Gollum, the vulture who cannot fly, first by showing them pictures of Gollum on the interactive whiteboard, then bringing in Gollum (6th form student in role) to talk to them. Gollum was frightened of the little humans so the teacher suggested they all try to look like baby vultures so he would be comfortable and talk to them. This they did ( photos previously submitted) , and they asked Gollum about why he couldn’t fly, explained what flying was like, and suggested how he could try.

At the end of the lesson… the children said goodbye to Gollum with a promise that they would keep working on his problem.

After the lesson the teacher… followed up the workshop with a variety of tasks, investigating flight, describing a journey by air, visiting websites about flight, mapping the area as if from the air.

After the lesson the children…  explored the science of flight, described imaginary journeys by air, worked in role as baby vultures describing their first attempts at flight.

What the teacher said… “ Many thanks for the session with my class on Friday. They really enjoyed it and I got some good ideas from you. I intend to follow up the work tomorrow by getting the children to imagine they are baby vultures learning to fly and talk about all the exciting things that they can see from the air. If time we shall draw a map  (link with our work on programmable toys).”  (Taken from email)

What the children said… they had had fun. They saw Danny ( 6th former) out of role later in the day but some still responded to him as Gollum and revisited his problem of not being able to fly with ideas they had thought about since the workshop.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…the children had to create representational shapes, and when they had to imagine what it would be like to fly.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…the children applied the information they had learned about creatures and flight to the drama workshop.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· In Role ( pupils, 6thth form student fulfilling TIR brief)

· Physical Theatre

· Thought Tracking

· Hot Seating

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were… that the pupils were doing something different that readily engaged their attention and gave them ownership of the learning. The status of their roles was high as the adults were seeking their guidance and knowledge. There was specific context created to make the learning meaningful and purposeful.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


