
NC Year/s  1 

‘Jim and the Beanstalk’

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Dereham Church Infant School and Nursery   

Number on roll: 240

The school’s approach to drama: 

In Key Stage One we regularly use drama strategies to teach, especially in our thematic work and RE. We use ‘Godly Role-Play’ in our Foundation stage. We plan a drama session into our timetable weekly as part of our Literacy sessions.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

We wanted to give our teachers more support, more ideas, and to boost their confidence in their abilities to teach through drama. We want to ensure that children pass through our school with confidence and enjoyment in all of their learning, and we value drama as a way of doing this. 

Age Group: Year 1 (5 and 6 year olds)

Size of class: 27

Length of lesson: Series of 5 lessons, 45 minutes to an hour each

Subject links: Science, PSHE, Literacy

Resources: copy of ‘Jim and the Beanstalk’

The aims of the lesson

· To use language to explore a situation, to find out why the giant is unhappy and offer solutions.

· To engage with an imaginary situation – to interact with someone else in role.

· To use drama strategies to identify with a character/situation from a story.

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to…

Ensure that the children were given the chance to identify with the character of the giant in the story. She wanted children to use their ability to question, take turns, listen and work as part of a group. She wanted the children to fully engage with the drama, and to discover the next parts of the story through those drama strategies rather than simply continuing to read the book.

Before the lesson children have…

· Become familiar with the beginning of the story of ‘Jim and the Beanstalk.’ They have not yet met the giant. 

· They have made connections with the story of Jack and the Beanstalk.

· They have created an imaginary world at the top of the beanstalk, they have explored that imaginary world through drama techniques and have drawn their own map of the world at the top of the beanstalk. 

· They have used a decision alley scenario to decide whether Jim should go and knock on the castle door.

· We ended the previous lesson by finding out that there is a giant who lives in the castle and he is unhappy, but we don’t know why.

The teacher began the lesson by…

Explaining that we are going to go and visit the giant – the giant is very unhappy, and he is very shy, so we have to be nice to him, talk to him and find out why he is unhappy, and find out if we an do anything to help him.

The teacher then…

Took the class on an imaginary climb up the beanstalk, and through the land at the top of the beanstalk (moving around school, climbing over imaginary objects, walking along imaginary paths etc.). The class knocked loudly on the classroom door, and the teaching assistant, in role as the giant, called loudly for them to enter.

The pupils…

Sat down in front of the ‘giant’ and proceeded to try to find out why he was unhappy by talking to him and asking questions. He got cross occasionally and was very upset because he can’t see, he hasn’t got any hair and he can’t eat foods that he likes because he hasn’t got any teeth. The children offered up solutions and got excited about helping the giant and bringing him back things that can make him happier. They promise to visit again.

At the end of the lesson… 

The giant thanks them very much for visiting him, and says he is looking forward to them coming again. The class are taken back on their imaginary path to the beanstalk, climb down the beanstalk, and end up back in their classroom.

After the lesson the teacher…

Followed up what had happened by discussing why the giant was unhappy and what we could do to help. We discussed whether we know anyone who is unhappy sometimes because they haven’t got many friends. We had a circle time session on this subject.

After the lesson the children… 

Wanted to go back to visit the giant again. We followed up the lesson with a science lesson and Healthy Living Week based on looking after our bodies, and we made leaflets to take to the giant explaining how to look after his teeth. The children also took on the role of experts and when we went back to visit the giant they showed and explained to him how to look after his body.

What the teacher said…

“The children were all so excited by the prospect of meeting the giant. They totally engaged with the discussion and role-play, and spent the next week begging to go and visit the giant again. It was wonderful to see them so animated and willing to help the giant in any way they could” 

What the children said…

“The giant was really scary!”

“I go to the dentist so I know how to look after my teeth. I can show the giant what to do.”

“When I go to the dentist he gives me a sticker. We should give the giant a sticker too if he learns how to look after his teeth.”

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…

We approached our Healthy Living Week learning through this story and the drama that we had been doing. In learning about looking after our bodies in such an interactive and exciting way the children really seemed to enjoy their learning. We produced leaflets to give to the giant explaining how to look after his new teeth. We linked this to our Literacy sessions about writing addresses on envelopes and we posted the leaflets to his castle.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

The children were asking very relevant questions to the giant. They understood the importance of being caring and kind to him, and they showed their own ability to use their imagination and empathise with others. Some of the children were going home and talking to their parents and carers about meeting the giant. Afterwards one child brought in a sticker that they had been given from the dentist, to give to the giant. When the children were in the role of experts they showed their learning by the comments they were making to the giant.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role as the giant

· Questioning and finding out – exploring problems in an imagined world

· Mantle of the expert

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that children seemed to be so enthused by their learning. Some children who are usually quiet and unwilling to join in with speaking and listening tasks were willing to talk to the giant, and he could purposefully include those children by asking them their names and directing questions to them. Children were able to take responsibility for their own learning by taking on the role of expert. They felt that they had a really important job in teaching the giant how to look after himself properly and that there was a real reason behind their learning. It allowed them to access the story of Jim and the Beanstalk through more interesting and fully active methods, rather than simply by listening to the story read out to them.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


