
NC Year/s  1  

The Gruffalo’s house

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Browick Road Infant School   

Number on roll___233_____

The school’s approach to drama: Integrated into curriculum areas but with the emphasis on drama strategies eg. Hot seating, decision alley etc.  

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: In the light of Primary Strategy which focuses on enjoyment and creativity in learning, we wanted to find out how we could investigate creative drama in our school.  

Age Group 5-6 years (year 1) 

Size of class (30)

Length of lesson 1 hour (x2)

Subject links Literacy/ PSHE

Resources Letter from the main character

The aims of the lesson

· To develop the children’s awareness of character and the setting of the story

· To encourage the children to talk about their ideas to develop their writing 

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to…(see aims of lesson)

Before the lesson… I prepared an activity based on the story of “The Gruffalo”. 

The teacher began the lesson by…Reading the children a letter from the Gruffalo explaining that he felt sad because all the animals in the forest were scared of him. He had left the forest and needed the children to go to his home to collect items to prove that he was a kind Gruffalo. 

The teacher then… Asked the children how the Gruffalo was feeling and talked about the setting- Where were we. 

The pupils… Choose a role for themselves in the forest, such as a person who cuts down trees or some one who looks after the animals. We then made a still image of the forest to explore the setting, the children made the shapes of the forest, while others looked around it. They then continued on a journey to the Gruffalo’s house where they decided to knock on the door. They met the housekeeper (an adult in role) who let them in after a discussion. In the Gruffalo’s house the children found items to show the Gruffalo was kind and not scary and placed them in a sack to show the other animals. 

At the end of the lesson…The children thought of the next step, which was to call another meeting with all the animals in the forest to tell them what they had found. 

After the lesson the teacher… Evaluated the children’s progress and thought about how to plan the next meeting for the children to progress their ideas. 

After the lesson the children… Were excited about the meeting and planned the meeting with the animals. They were able to talk about the drama and how we could have people in role as the animals. 

What the teacher said…

“ What would you like to continue our drama?  “

“ How can we solve this problem to help the Gruffalo?” 

What the children said…

After the drama the children said “How can we help the Gruffalo? “

“Can we write him a letter?” 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when… the children came up with their own ideas of what to collect from the Gruffalo’s house eg. A picture of his family, his teddy, a friendship bracelet…” and came up with different ideas that shaped the drama.  

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…The children discussed how to help the Gruffalo, the children where clearly problem solving when they discussed their ideas. 

Also, the learning related to story settings became obvious as the children described where they were and what it looked like.  

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Still image/ freeze framing 

· Teacher in role and children in role

· Hot seating (in second lesson)

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were enabling the children to become part of the story and experience the setting and the characters. 

They developed their ideas through talk and were able to solve problems together to extend the story. They thoroughly enjoyed the drama and were motivated to write to the Gruffalo and use their ideas in literacy. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


