
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Exploring characters’ actions, motives and feelings and the consequences of taking an inappropriate action  
Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Fairstead_Primary__School, King’s Lynn, Norfolk   

Number on roll  280

The school’s approach to drama

Drama is seen as an important medium for teaching and learning throughout both key stages. Many pupils enter school with delayed communication and thinking skills and low self-esteem, a high proportion of pupils have special educational needs whilst for a growing number, English is a second language. Drama is used as a vehicle that ensures that a multiplicity of learning needs and styles are accounted for. 

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

The enhancement of speaking and listening skills was seen as a priority area for improvement at the last OFSTED inspection and emphasis is being placed on the development of the drama strand included in the English programme of study in the National Curriculum. The school is also in the process of developing a more creative curriculum and D4LC blends in well with other major initiatives with which the school is involved following the publication of Excellence and Enjoyment.

Age Group Foundation Stage/KS  1  Yr.1

Size of class 30

Length of lesson 2 hours (extended as theme of the week)

Subject links FS Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Communication, Language and Literacy;  Knowledge and Understanding of the World; Creative; Mathematics

KS1 Literacy  PSHE  Literacy Geography  Music  Art Design and Technology ICT PE Mathematics

Resources Text: Jamela’s Dress, Daly, N (2000) Frances Lincoln Limited, London ISBN 0-7112-1449-2

The aims of the lesson

e.g. 

· To understand the motives and actions of characters in a text

· To use a range of drama techniques and vocabulary

· To discriminate between right and wrong

· To create an understanding of drama terms i.e hot seating, conscience alley  

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to encourage the pupils to think about the consequences of making a wrong decision and to work in collaboration with others using skills of negotiation and communication.

Before the lesson the teacher discussed the meaning of the term ‘conscience’ and ensured that the pupils had a good grasp of this concept. 

The teacher began the lesson by reading the text to the class who then discussed the characters and their actions in depth. The teacher helped the children to locate Africa on a map and talked about some of its’ geographical features . She then played some quiet music, asked the children to close their eyes and imagine that they had floated far away to Africa where they would meet and become the characters in this story. She explained that in drama anything is possible in their imagination but to help them, she would give them all some   ‘magic dust’ which they would have to keep in a safe place and that she would also sprinkle on the floor (glitter and sequins).

The pupils were then asked to reconvene as a class group and the teacher adopted the role of Jamela as teacher-in-role in order to model the strategies used in hot-seating a character. Children were then chosen to hot-seat Jamela and the other children (boys as well as girls) were able to question ‘Jamela’ and examine the motives behind her actions in the story. 

The teacher then explained that they were going to form a conscience alley. She asked two children to act as a ‘washing-line’ and hold the piece of material which Jamela’s mother had bought to make a dress for Aunt Thelma’s  wedding. She asked children to choose what they would have done if they were Jamela. The teacher asked those children who said that they would have taken the material to stand in one line and those who would not, to stand in the other. She acted as Jamela walking through the two lines, listening carefully to the children’s points of view before making her decision whether to take the material to play with, or not. She then invited different pupils to walk through conscience alley, in the same way, listening to the children’s reasons for and against Jamela’s action. 

At the end of the lesson the children played some mirroring games working in collaboration with a partner to mimic each other’s actions. This was related to a part of the text where Jamela plays some action games with her mother.

After the lesson the teacher asked the children to produce some differentiated story boards. Some simply retold the story related to a simple story composition and some were asked to write about Jamela’s motives for taking the material.

After the lesson during the following week, the children used mathematics (translation and rotation) to create patterns for ‘wedding’ material, used ICT and geographical resources to find out about Africa, listened to and created African music, created an African village in the role play area and designed and created African artefacts. The children also used role-play to act out Thelma’s wedding complete with a wedding reception and ‘champagne’.

What the teacher said…

“As a newly qualified teacher, I have found drama to be a valuable teaching and learning method. When undertaking drama activities, I have found that children have been extremely motivated and excited. Drama has allowed the children to communicate their understanding to me in both verbal and non-verbal ways. At times, I have been extremely surprised by the quality of high level thinking that has taken place during the session. Such high engagement levels have supported children in sustained concentration and behaviour has therefore been of a good standard. I am a strong advocate for using drama to enhance the children’s learning and I strive to improve my ability to use it in my everyday delivery of the curriculum.   “ 

What the children said…

“ You use your magic brain and your imagination in drama  “ 

“I like to sit on the hot seat and pretend to be someone else”

“You have to put the magic dust in your pocket to keep it safe then you can pretend.”

“I like to fly into space when I am doing drama.”

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when children were able to make links in their learning in a cross-curricular manner, links which were sustained over a period of time and further acted out in free play in the role play area. 

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when children began to understand and associate with the characters’ actions, motives and feelings and when they worked in collaboration to produce a forum theatre using skills such as negotiation showing sensitivity to others’ points of view.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· hot seating

· conscience alley

    
Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that a short text became ‘alive’ for the children. They were able to use a variety of drama techniques to explore and develop a wide variety of skills making links across the curriculum, therefore embedding their learning in a meaningful way. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


