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The school’s approach to drama

The school is encouraging the use of drama into the normal curriculum and especially into literacy. Some classes have been experimenting with using the mantle of the expert. Not everyone is yet confident in planning their lessons but we are addressing that through inset.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC : 

As we have been trying to use drama this seemed an excellent opportunity to both spread the word about the fantastic response we have had to  it but also increase our own skills, enabling us to feel more confident and able to bring the rest of the staff on board.

Age Group  Year 2

Size of class  30

Length of lesson 3x 1hr lessons

Subject links Science

Resources

Batteries, wires, lights, buzzers, switches, materials to test for conductibility, a clothes horse.

The aims of the lesson

e.g. Sc4 - Electricity 

1a: about everyday appliances that use electricity. 

1b: about simple series circuits involving batteries, wires, bulbs or buzzer/motor.

· To use a range of different  drama strategies

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to…

 I want the children to learn about electricity and in this lesson I want them to understand that electricity runs in a circuit, and that it can make sound/light when it does. If a circuit is broken it will not work.

Before the lesson …

I set up some circuits and checked that they all worked and put them in group trays ready for the lesson,- set up  a clothes horse to act as the electric fence.

The teacher began the lesson by setting up the context.

Context

In a field of sheep in a lush green valley that have been fenced off using an electric fence.

Begin by describing the valley around the children explain to them how green it is , describe the mountains behind them and how beautiful all the flowers are around , tell them that they are happy because they are in such beautiful surroundings. 

Talk to neighbour about how they are feeling and why?  Ask their neighbour to tell you how their friend is feeling.

The teacher then…

Teacher in role: Come on really upset and see if the children question you- explain that you have spent every day looking at the beautiful surroundings and at the lovely grass at the other side of the fence. Complain about the grass on this side- too short, can’t get your teeth round, your really hungry. .Every time you go near the fence and touch you get this really sharp pain that tingles and you jump back in surprise and now you have a really sore nose

Come back and ask the children if they found out what was upsetting the sheep? Ask them what they think? Is it too short? Are they hungry? Pass the thought bubble round.

What can we do to help?

Ideas-

Does any one know anything about electricity? Talk about what they know. Ask them in groups to go back to their table and see what they can find out. Have buzzers/bulbs/wires/batteries let the play for 10-15 mins.

Come back to the drama

 Teacher in role as the sad sheep.

Hello I hear you have been finding out about electricity for me. What have you found? Can you get me into the luscious grass?

Discuss batteries and talk about how you need one for the electricity to work.

Ask them what that funny pain was? Come out of role to talk about safety.

Back into role.

Can you help me find the battery please? Do a drama moving around the classroom  all looking for the battery do a few false ones- oh no just a box to build up the suspense. Then find the battery and talk about how to turn it off- we don’t ever cut through wires –explain- out of role.

Every one gets to taste the grass. Talk in groups about how you feel now and then do eavesdropping as you go round each group- in the field.

At the end of the lesson 

The children were very excitedly talking about what they had found out and could talk easily about electricity with understanding.

After the lesson the teacher…

Planned the next lessons- to incorporate, experimenting with insulators and conductors, and a further one to explore switches.

After the lesson the children…

The children were able to use specific scientific vocabulary, such as circuit, batteries, break in the circuit with understanding and without knowing that they had just learnt these words.

What the teacher said…

“   “ I have been in year 2 for 7 years and have taught electricity as many years. This method made it so much more alive, the children cared about what happened to the sheep and later what happened to the villagers and the farmer. They learnt everything I intended and even children who normally I wouldn’t have expected to have picked it up did. Their excitement at experimenting with the batteries and resources, and actually finding solutions to our problems was amazing. Every single child was on task and when we went on to write about our drama , they not only used all the correct scientific language in their writing, but also they wrote pages because they were so stimulated, even children who normally only get down a few words wrote lots and they all naturally used time – related words such as then , after that etc, - a year 2 literacy focus. Ofsted watched one of these lessons and said that it was very good, and that we should use this approach much more.

What the children said…

“    “ The children said they had a lot of fun and kept asking to go back to the drama. They were able to use technical terms and  understood the electricity work well. They talked at home about their work and many parents came in to ask what it was we were doing with sheep, because that was all the children could talk about.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when… 

The children came rushing over excitedly to tell me that there must be a battery some where – all we had to do was break the circuit. The children discovered the science for themselves and created their own experiments rather than following one that I had set out.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

The children used all the technical language of electricity, they understood how electricity worked and could use their knowledge to come up with solutions to the problems presented.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Thought tracking

· Teacher in role

· Freeze frame

· Group miming

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were.

The children were so much more inspired, they managed their own learning spurred on by the need to solve the problem presented by the drama, they used their problem solving skills and retained so much more of their learning than I could ever have expected as they had made that emotional link with the information, as an incidental   tir creative writing improved remarkably afterwards with them using time related words and describing everything that had happened, because they already knew what they were writing about and had pictured it in their heads. 

Drama lesson 2 – Electricity.

Sc4: 1b – about simple series circuits involving batteries, wires, bulbs or buzzer/motor.

1c: How a switch can be used to break a circuit. 

2b: Sort objects on the basis of simple material properties.

2d: Find out about the variety of uses for materials

LO: To discover that different material can/cannot conduct electricity. Then to use this knowledge to make a conclusion on the best material to make a simple switch from.

Theme /learning area

That some materials conduct electricity and others insulate.

Context

Back in the field with all the sheep having been let free rampaging all over the village.

Frame

Teacher in role angry villager.

Children ask why she is so angry- explain that the sheep are all over her garden, her beautiful flowers eaten and all gone. They even ate her washing on the line.

Another angry villager

They’ve eaten all my vegetables.

In groups ask the children to make a tableau of a scene in the village where the sheep are running free. Do thought tracking or eavesdropping-as you walk by the tableau comes to life and you can hear what the people are saying- as you move on they stop and freeze again.

Talk to the villagers and ask what we should do- suggest going to see the farmer.

Teacher in role as the farmer- villagers ask questions the farmers explains and asks the villagers for help and suggestions. Explain that he can’t just let the sheep at the grass as they would just eat it all and not save any – he does the fields to let the grass grow before letting them in.

Guide them to a switch of some kind.

Something that let’s them out into nice grass for a little while but then shut’s them in again when I choose? So the electricity goes through it sometimes but not others? What will I make it from? Do all materials let electricity go through them ? Can you find that out for me?

Go back to the tables in groups and try out lots of different materials to see what the farmer needs to make his switch from.- Batteries, bulbs/buzzers/wires
AS the farmer ask the villagers what they found out- what do I need to make my switch out of?

Drama lesson 3

Electricity.

Theme/learning area

Sc4: 1b – about simple series circuits involving batteries, wires, bulbs or buzzer/motor.

1c: How a switch can be used to break a circuit. 

Context

In the field with sheep, on the farm with the farmer.

Frame

The farmer knows what to make the switch out of, but doesn’t know how?

Teacher in role

Sad sheep – I’m desperate for that food, you were right taking the battery away did stop the fence – I ate wonderful grass and some carrots in someones garden- I ate some cloth things that the people put on their feet – they tasted horrid, but the grass was gorgeous- it was along time ago now , I’m hungry.

Farmer- please help me I need to make a switch- can you tell me how to do it- I know it has to be metal to let the electricity through and that it has to move- can you help?


Out of role- get into groups as discuss how you think you could make a switch- have lots of card and clips on the table. See if they come up with a method then show them one after discussion- get them all to make one and try it-

Farmer- show me your ideas great, I’ll try it- would you like a go with these ones that I found in Mrs Jones’ shop.

Let them have a go with more commercial ones.

Come back to drama.

Split them up into 3 groups- one to be sheep, one the villagers and the other to be farmers  talk about how they will feel with their new switch system- talk in their groups and then ask 1 volunteer each to come with an idea and hot seat them.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


