Lesson title/theme

Alpington and Bergh Apton CEVA Primary School   

Number on roll: 95

The school’s approach to/provision for drama

Drama is used across the curriculum to enrich the pupil's enjoyment of learning and to develop good communication and cooperation skills.

What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 

-to increase pupil skills in speaking and listening and creative writing

-to give opportunities for pupils to apply drama skills more widely across the curriculum

-to develop staff drama knowledge and experience through staff inset / training

Age Group: Year 1 and 2

Size of class: 27

Length of lesson: 40 mins

Subject links: Literacy

Resources: The story of The Emperor's New Clothes

The aims of the lesson

 For pupils to : 

· identify range of feelings / emotions felt by characters in a story 

· share ideas and work together in small groups

· discuss how the characters felt and share thoughts with rest of class

Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

This lesson fitted in with our Literacy work on Traditional Tales – particularly focusing in characterisation. It also linked to our aims in PSHE of encouraging pupils to take turns to listen to others and to work with people you wouldn't normally work with. 

The teacher wanted to encourage the pupils to express their ideas about how the characters in the story were feeling.

Before the lesson …the children listened to the story of 'The Emperor's New Clothes'. We talked about the personalities of the characters, identifying their traits etc. Pupils were asked to think of characters with similar traits in other 'traditional tales'.

The teacher began the lesson by asking the pupils to make facial expressions, such as happy / sad / angry / upset / afraid etc.

The teacher then asked the pupils to imagine they are different characters from the story and to move around in various ways eg: as a very vain Emperor / as sly and deceitful tailors / as shocked subjects / as boy at end – pointing and laughing at king.

The pupils asked the 'Emperor' questions   (teacher in role) about what happened in different parts of story and how he felt.

In groups of 3 the pupils took it in turns to be the King and 2 Tailors. King pretended to be pleased, while tailors paid him compliments while laughing behind his back. As whole group – pupils discussed how it felt being those characters.

At the end of the lesson the pupils got into larger groups of 4 or 5. First the teacher showed the pupils how to make a 'freeze frame' / 'still picture' about one part of the story. Then each group made own still picture about different part of story ( given out by teacher). Each group showed their still picture to rest of class – rest of class had to guess which part of story it was and were encouraged to identify feelings of characters in that scene.

The teacher said…

“ the pupils really enjoyed getting into character – even quieter pupils relished the chance to be proud and pompous or sly and sneaky “ 

The children said…

“ you can be anything you want in drama / you can learn how hard it is to be someone else  “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when…  some of the children sympathised with the Emperor telling him not to worry / get upset and offering solutions to make him feel better.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

“ the pupils expressed how they were feeling and shared ideas with rest of class  “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?The children used this lesson to write character profiles back in class.

        Teacher in role

        Hot - seating

        Freeze frames

Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…

It was fun! All pupils had chance to express themselves, even quieter ones. 

My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …   if you are concerned as to how pupils will react to Teacher in role (as I was at first!) explain to  them exactly what is happening – eg When I turn round I am going to pretend to be .......... and then I will tell you when I will be myself again. They found this much easier to accept rather when I just tried to be role without any explanation!

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   

Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).
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