
NC Year     
Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Blenheim Park Community School
Number on roll 88
Name of teacher Wendy Darrell   
The school’s approach to drama: 
Drama had been used by teachers for subjects across the curriculum to enhance learning. It was also incorporated as part of the speaking and listening strand of Literacy. 

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

· To encourage and stimulate creativity in all subjects, leading to a more creative curriculum.

· To support improvements in the standard of written work 

·  To develop the children’s speaking and listening skills, confidence and self esteem.

Age Group: 5-7 years (years 1 and 2)
Size of class – 25
Length of lesson: 1 hour
Subject links: Literacy
Resources:  Text – Eagle in the Playground (Hamilton Trust)
The aims of the lesson

· To introduce text which would be used to create a written recount
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 

· Use drama techniques to provide a stimulus for writing a recount 

· to enable the class to access an event without visiting a place or witnessing an actual event 
Before the lesson  

Pupils had previously investigated what makes a good recount and had used this knowledge to create oral recounts
The teacher began the lesson by 

Reading a short text to the class called The Eagle in the playground. Then asked pupils to briefly review what they could remember of the story. The teacher explained that they would be using drama to help them focus on the important events and other key elements of the text so that they could write a recount the next day.
The teacher then 

The teacher asked the pupils to think of the main characters in the story and agreed with the pupils that there were two main groups of people – the school children and teachers, and the zoo keepers. The teacher suggested there would need to be a further group of people to help them – the reporters as they could help them get the information they needed.
As a warm up to the drama work the pupils were asked to get into a circle and played ‘there’s a space to the left of me and I would like … to stand in it’. Once ‘mixed up’ the teacher counted around the group to divide them for the three groups of characters.
The pupils 

The pupils began by standing in the circle and were asked to join the teacher ‘in the playground’. The pupils jumped in together and were asked to imagine the y were all playing in the play ground .when the eagle came flying down. 
Some of the pupils naturally took the cue to start playing while others stood still looking at where the bird would be. Drawing on other adults in the room the teacher was able to stay in role and move the drama into the next phase of the text so that the children could begin to take on their character roles eg children or zoo keepers or finally reporters.
Pupils were then put into groups of three – one child, one zoo keeper and one reporter. They were asked to use frieze frame to show what their role in the drama was and the pupils responded well. The teacher then walked round and took photos of their frieze frame.
Then the pupils were asked to act out a short scene as a three with the reporter asking questions whilst the children and zookeeper answered. The teacher walked around and as she drew near to a group they would act out their scene.
At the end of the lesson 

Finally the children were asked to think about what the reporter would be thinking- how would they get him to write their view in the news paper? The teacher explained that she would be worried about what other animals might escape from the zoo. How would the zoo keepers respond to that?

The pupils used a decision alley to get the two witness groups (children and zookeepers) to give their ideas to the reporters. The reporters then needed to give short a report which supported the safety claims of the zoo or the worries of the children.
After the lesson the teacher 

· Evaluated the lesson with the other adults. 

· Shared the continuing discussion about escapees form the zoo with several pupils as they got ready for break.
· Prepared opportunities to orally recount the text in small groups before writing up independently

After the lesson the children 

· Were excited about what they had been talking about. As they left for break they discussed the possibility of other animals escaping the zoo and how they would deal with it.
· Used the ideas used in the drama to produce a written piece of work
· Lower ability writers were more confident and more focussed during writing sessions. They were keen to get their ideas onto paper.
The teacher said

· It was a fun morning. I found it easier than expected to move the children on with the drama. Most children remained focussed and in role. It was difficult to get them out to play at break time as they were so keen to carry on with what would happen next.
The children said 
· I like pretending.
· If a lion escaped from the zoo I would catch it.

· When are we going to do some work?

· I was cared when the eagle landed in the classroom.

· I wanted to be the zookeeper.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when
· The children imagined the eagle had just landed in their playground. They had to think about what it was and how they would react.
· When being interviewed by the reporter.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
· Pupils used the ideas used in the drama to produce a written piece of work
· Lower ability writers were more confident and more focussed during writing sessions. They were keen to get their ideas onto paper.
Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Freeze frame – 
· Teacher in role
· Conscience alley
Why use drama?

I found that many of the children found it easier to express their ideas and understanding of the text through the drama. They had more confidence when in role as ‘another person’ and therefore were more willing to share their ideas. For those with SEN I found it to be a great leveller. They were usually the most expressive and vocal. They also found it easier to put their ideas in writing, demonstrating an ability to recall main events from the text, yet use their own words instead of repeating what they had heard. 
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 
It was important to describe the eagle in more detail as many of the children were not sure how big or potentially dangerous or scary a large bird would be.
This storyline was able to cross the gender barriers very well. Boys who normally found it difficult to act as ‘princes or imaginary characters’  enjoyed the concept of dealing with dangerous animals at school.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION

D4LC phase 2  – lesson exemplars 


