
NC Year     
Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Tunstead Primary School
Number on roll 79
Name of teacher (optional)   Pam Darbyshire
The school’s approach to drama: 
Historically, school had a strong ethos but of late this has been mainly through biannual whole school productions.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

To reignite the school’s enthusiasm for drama and to use drama as a tool to improve learning throughout the curriculum.
Age Group: 4 – 7 
Size of class – 28
Length of lesson:  2 x 40 minutes
Subject links: PSHE, literacy, art
Resources:  “Where the Wild Things Are” by Maurice Sendak; drum; stool; paper and pens
The aims of the lesson

· To develop children’s understanding of the need for rules in order for a community to operate harmoniously
· To develop children’s vocabulary
· To improve children’s creative writing
· To enable children to work in role and enjoy using drama.

· To enable the children to participate in simple problem solving
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 
Deepen the children’s understanding for the need for rules for any community (class/school) to run smoothly.
Enable the children to explore these experiences in role
Before the lesson  

We read the story and discussed what Wild Things were – a general discussion about monsters ensued including whether they could be friendly as well as fierce.
T briefed TA about her role during drama, and which ch’n may need support.
The teacher began the lesson by 

Recapping on what we thought the wild things were like.  Ch’n were asked to imagine they were a wild thing – how tall? How would they move? What sound would they make? We decided to keep the “constants” from the story – terrible eyes/teeth/claws and roars.  Ch’n had short time to decide what they wanted to do.
The teacher then 

Asked the children to make a freeze frame of their wild thing.  T reminded ch’n to try to show the real character of their wild thing trough their movements. When the drum pulse began, they had to move like their wild thing, keeping time to the rhythm which increased and decreased in speed and volume, finishing with a final freeze frame.  Out of role, T told the ch’n that they were going to be called to a meeting to discuss the impending return of the king of the wild things and that they would need to help out the Chairperson in charge (TIR).

In role, wild things were called to their meeting and TIR explained that the king would be returning any day now and we had to plan a special reception for his return.  In vertically grouped groups of 4 they had to go and plan one thing they would do as a group to celebrate the king’s return.  These varied from polishing his crown, preparing a feast, practising a dance, to learning how to bow and curtsey.  Ch’n were also asked to think about how they would address the king.  
The pupils 

They then performed this in carousel. 
They were then recalled to the meeting and told that the king had just sent word he wanted to know how everyone had been getting along without him there to rule them.  Wild things all agreed they had been getting on very well.  TIR asked why and how this happened?  How did they make sure that everyone was happy?  The ch’n then suggested things like “we always take turns when we’re swinging in the trees”,” we take care of each other if we fall over”, “we listen to each other”.  TIR explained the king would like us to write a list of the ways we remember to do all these things.  TIR explained that she would write the “Fairness Rules” but the wild things would have to help her as she hadn’t been to the Wild Thing School.  Ch’n came up with the rules and helped TIR to sound out the words, giving spelling strategies with confidence. They also demonstrated understanding of how to write a list, saying we had to use numbers, and capitals for each item.
Wild Things Fairness Rules

1. Be helpful

2. Be nice to each other

3. Take care

4. Play with each other nicely

5. Share and take turns

6. Listen to each other

 We then ended the session, saying that hopefully next time we would be able to meet the king!
The teacher then

Opened the next session with a brief recap of what had happened last time, although this was mostly done by the children who demonstrated excellent recall.  We suddenly “heard” the king’s boat approaching and the children immediately went into role.  As Chairperson TIR explained we must prepare our welcome and when we heard the drumroll we must begin our welcome.  TA provided the drumroll and TIR entered as King Max.  The children began to go through their carousel without prompting, demonstrating appropriate language and demeanour for a royal visit.
At the end, TIR proclaimed that the king was so happy with his welcome that he would “let the wild rumpus start”.  Using the drum pulse as before, the children performed their wild thing dance/movements.
TIR as king then sent them to bed without any supper and told them there would be no more rumpuses.  Wild things were understandably upset!

Out of role, I explained that King Max maybe didn’t understand the fairness rules .  I reminded them of the story and how the same thing had happened to Max.

Using conscience alley, which the ch’n had experienced a couple of times before in previous sessions, they resumed their roles and TIR as Max was told what he should do/why they had the rules/how they felt when they were sent to bed when they didn’t think they had done anything wrong.

At the end of the lesson 

TIR thanked the wild things for all their good advice and said he would go away and think about what to do.  The wild things waved him off, using some pf the phrases from the text and some of their own.
After the lesson the teacher 

Felt that the children had enjoyed developing their roles as wild things and had shown a good grasp of the need for rules.  We explored how this applies to the classroom/school/the wider world. Also pleased with the children’s confidence in sharing spelling strategies etc 
T talked to the teacher responsible for the group’s literacy about the sessions enabling her to plan her literacy work around the outcomes.

T talked to the children about designing their own wild thing and using collage techniques to execute their design.  

After the lesson the children 

Produced pieces of creative writing which the class teacher said was better than their usual standard.
Produced designs for their wild things using labels, showing a range of materials to be used.

Children produced this work quickly and confidently, with their ideas obviously firmly in their mind about what the wild things looked like etc.
The teacher 

Was very impressed with the level of involvement from the children, even the very youngest.

Discussed with the class teacher how to extend the written work produced by the children and also asked the children how they felt about drama in general.
The children said 
“Drama makes me feel more confident”
I like drama because you can pretend and anything can happen”

“Drama is fun”

“It helps me remember things” (the child who said this doesn’t always have the best of memories but could recall the very first drama sessions back in October  - this was now ~Feb/March.)
“Drama is good because we can change the story if we want”.
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when
The children physicalised their idea of a wild thing; they thought of a way to welcome the king, they subsequently showed imagination and creativity when making their wild thing collage.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
The children were able to problem solve at a simple level, they showed greater confidence when taking oart in conscience alley, they demonstrated spelling strategies and knowledge with greater than usual confidence, they recalled events from previous session after gap of one week.
Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 
Class teacher reported that for most children their creative writing was of a higher than usual standard and that the children showed a more varied use of vocabulary.

The children began their work more readily because they already “had the story in their head”.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Freeze frame
· Teacher in Role
· Carousel performance
· Conscience alley
· Elements of mantle of the expert

Why use drama?

Because it seems to engage the majority of children, and at a deeper level than simply listening to teacher/tv/radio/interactive whiteboard.
It makes the learning an enjoyable experience.
It alleviates the pressure of having to write everything down, and children are able to learn by engaging with the subject on different levels.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 
Be aware when you group the children of those who may work well together/distract each other.
Keep the action pacy as you’re cramming a lot into a short time!

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION
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