
NC Year/s  _ 

Year One – Geography – Aliens Visit ‘Our Local Area’
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Ghost Hill Infant and Nursery  School   
Number on roll__210______

Name of teacher  (optional)   _J. Taylor_______________________

The school’s approach to/provision for drama
Enthusiastic, willing to learn.

To extend the use of drama strategies across the curriculum.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
To  improve teaching and learning across the curriculum – To encourage “deep” learning through drama.(meaningful, engaging, memorable, fun)

To learn how to structure and plan drama lessons. – professional development.
Age Group Year 1 
Size of class  26
Length of lesson  1 hour
Subject links  Geography – Speaking and Listening and Thinking Skills. 

Resources – Slideshow of photos taken during walk around local area  in previous lesson; printed photos, post it notes, picture of alien family, props, digital camera.

The aims of the lesson

e.g.  : 
· To provide a context to learn and use geographical vocabulary

To use a range of Drama strategies to deepen knowledge of places in their local area and their understanding of how those places are used

To create reasoned discussion and justification within small group

Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

Geography – QCA unit ‘Our Local Area’; Speaking and listening; thinking skills.
Lesson narrative
· The teacher wanted to… deepen the children’s understanding of the local area and how places within the local area contribute to community life in terms of leisure/services.

· Extend the children’s understanding and use of geographical vocabulary. 

Before the lesson … The children had been on a walk of the local area prior to this lesson. Photographs of local buildings, businesses, services and facilities had been taken which had been made into a slideshow for the IWB. Photos had also been printed. An introductory e-mail written from alien advising of proposed visit with family.
The teacher began the lesson by …Telling the children that she had had an e-mail from a friend, an alien who wanted to bring his family for a visit to Taverham. Showed & read e-mail. Asked children if they could help to suggest suitable places to ensure that the family had an enjoyable visit and would be able to find everything they might need. Advised children that the alien friend was coming for a preliminary visit to class to discuss his family and their requirements. Children given time to talk to partners to think of questions they could ask him so that they could suggest suitable places to visit. T/A is then hot-seated and children ask questions about him and his children (boy & girl aged 6 & 8) and what they like to do. If children don’t think about places in the local area that the aliens might need to visit, the teacher suggests or the ‘alien’ asks  questions such as where would they go if they have a problem with their spaceship or need to refuel? What if one of the children gets a cold? Where could they get food? etc. Children given post-its to write down aliens requirements – these were read aloud and then stuck on w/board around a picture of the alien.
The teacher then… reminded the children of the places in the local area that the alien family may wish/need to visit by showing the slideshow of photos taken during the walk the week before. Children put into groups of 4 and each group was given 3 photos of different  places in the local area.
The pupils… discussed the photos of the places and had to decide as a group which would be the best for the alien family to visit. They had to give reasons for their decision. Teacher and T/A eavesdropped on discussions. Children then chose appropriate props and were given time to role-play what happens at the place they selected. They then had to produce a freeze-frame which was photographed  - this was later superimposed on the original photo of the place they had chosen for the alien to visit and scanned into IWB.
At the end of the lesson… each group told the teacher which place they had selected and why. The places were listed on w/board. Teacher explained that the photos would be prepared so that they could be e-mailed to the alien and then thanked children for their help.
After the lesson the teacher… prepared a slideshow of photos showing children’s freeze-frames with the original photo as background. These were shown to the children the following day. 
After the lesson the children… Looked at the new slideshow and were asked to decide if the photos would give the aliens a good idea of what Taverham is like and what they would be able to see and do during their visit.
The teacher said,
““ Outcomes were met, the lesson was enjoyed by all and we will continue to use the alien’s story and visit in other subjects over the next few weeks.’’

The aliens reappeared in geography/maths (where can we find a space around the school big enough for the space ship to land? – children made suggestions, then spaces were measured to see if they could accommodate the dimensions of the spacecraft). Possibilities for literacy/ICT – aliens to send e-mails or postcards back to planet to describe visit & local area, or a thank you to children ; links to Geography unit ‘’How can we make our local area safer?’’ by asking alien (hot-seating) if there was anything in the local area the alien family had not liked or had been frightened by. Could also produce a map & suggested tour guide for local area to send to aliens.
The children said,
‘’When are the alien family coming again?’’ and ‘’When are we doing drama again’’
’’We had to think really hard about the places they would need to go’’
   “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when…children were engaged in role-playing what happens at different places in the local area & discussing which places the family would want/need to go to and why.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…children were using appropriate vocabulary to describe places in the locality; children were justifying their choice of place for family to visit.
“    “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language? 
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher as mediator

· Freeze-frame

· Hot-seating

· Eavesdropping

· Small group role play

Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were… Learning took account of and provided opportunities for a range of learning styles so that all children could be successful.   It provided an opportunity to share thoughts and ideas in a geographical context. It enabled the children to become physically and emotionally engaged in considering their local area and the purposes of the services and facilities within it.

My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …allow plenty of time for cross-curricular activities that may arise from this lesson (see teachers comments). Get plenty of props together for children to use in role-play and freeze-frame; an alien costume would be great!
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


