Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Preston Primary
Number on roll 110

Name of teacher (optional)   
The school’s approach to drama: Incorporated in lessons whenever appropriate.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

Ultimately to improve writing by providing exciting contexts via the medium of drama. 
Age Group:  Yr 1
Size of group – 10 (4 children on SEN register)
Length of lesson: 4 x 3/4hr 

Subject links:  Language and literacy, geography, mathematical, PHSE, design technology.
Resources:  Initially a letter, rucksacks, maps.
The aims of the lesson

· To provide opportunities for speaking and listening and problem solving.
· To use drama as a stimulus for reading and writng.

· To gain an awareness of maps, atlases, places in the world.
· To provide a meaningful context for  mathematical development and design/technology.

· To work co-operatively, sharing ideas.
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to  Bring this difficult group of less able Year 1 children together  and involve them in an exciting and stimulating learning experience.
Before the lesson  We read We’re Going on a Bear Hunt the day before.   
The teacher began the lesson by Telling the children that we were going on a drama adventure. I showed the children a letter (slightly modified!) from my elderly uncle who lives in the Smoky Mountains in America. Said he was asking for help as his normally quiet life was being disturbed by terrible howling noises (sorry, stole the idea from the D4LC introductory day). He feared that something was upsetting Old Growler, a bear who lived in the mountains, and he wondered if we could help to investigate the problem.
The teacher then suggested that we fly out to America to help. Showed children the location of USA / Smoky  Mountains on atlas and maps. Discussed how we would get there, climate etc. Suggested we needed to make a list of the equipment that we needed to pack in my rucksacks.
The pupils With great enthusiasm worked in pairs to talk about what we needed to take – the children with SEN worked with me and a LSA (we scribed for them); the others got paper and pencils and made lists. Suggestions were brilliant; they included a gun with tranquiliser darts, a magnifying glass to make fire, Pot Noodles (light to carry), a first aid kit, a Swiss army knife, pop-up tents, two-way radios, passports. The children took this very seriously, volunteering to bring tents, a water carrier, the radios etc! One child was a little concerned as he had to be back for his first swimming lesson on Friday!
The teacher then suggested that we all get a good nights sleep, ready to set off the next morning! 
After the lesson the teacher discussed the next steps with TA and LSA. We incorporated in our journey some of the obstacles included in the Bear Hunt story and encouraged the children to solve these problems, making up new rhymes. We set up tents in the school grounds and came out of role. The next day we continued the drama; we found some blood stained foot prints which we followed to a ‘bear cave’. Inside was our TA in role suffering from a hurt foot. The children discussed whether to use their tranquiliser darts but decided the bear was friendly enough not to bother! They bandaged the hurt foot, and had tea with the bear who said how lonely he was living alone up in the mountains. The children offered to bring him some shoes so he wouldn’t cut his paws again and said they would see him tomorrow.
After the lesson the children  made shoes, using footprints to work out required size. Talked a lot about the bear and what they could do to cheer him up!
The teacher sent home a note to parents in response to lots of queries about what the children were doing in America!
The children said the drama sessions were really exciting. They showed real empathy for the bear and, for the first time, worked really well together.
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity the children composed equipment lists, made up new rhymes on the ‘journey’, measured and made shoes, wrote letters and drew pictures for the bear.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when they co-operated with each other to write, measure and make shoes.
Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. Not specifically but this really helped the group to ‘gel’ with each other and provided a meaningful context for writing and speaking and listening.
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Children in role.

· Teacher / TA in role.

Why use drama?

FUN! Children were so involved in this drama and they wanted to write, measure, make shoes. Real involvement and excitement.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 
To consider the logistics of doing it with a larger group. It was a luxury to work with a small group of 10 Yr 1’s, prior to the Yr R children in class attending full time.

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

