
NC Year 1     
Lesson: Handa’s Surprise
Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Kinsale Infant school

Number on roll  112
Name of teacher (optional)   
Sarah Waterfield
The school’s approach to drama: 
Keen to develop our knowledge of drama techniques and the school does believe in the benefits of drama to develop a wide range of skills. All classes use elements of drama to support teaching and learning.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

The school felt drama would be a practical way to develop speaking and listening skills with the aim to maintain and improve writing standards. Staff were keen to develop a more creative approach to the curriculum and were interested in improving their confidence to use drama.
Age Group: Year 1
Size of class – 22
Length of lesson: 45 minutes
Subject links: Literacy (describing words) & Geography (linked to Africa topic work)
Resources:  stick-its or pieces of paper & pencils.
The aims of the lesson

· To encourage use of good descriptive language (to feed in to later writing)
· To see what children had learnt from African topic work by drawing upon their knowledge 
· To gather ideas for their own story based on the format of ‘Handa’s Surprise’.
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 

Get children thinking about what animals and events they might want to include in their future writing and give them the opportunity to share their ideas and listen to others.
Before the lesson  

We had read ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and been covering work on Africa. In literacy we had researched African animals and each group had created an information book for 1 animal. To encourage use of adjectives the children had looked at, handled and tasted fruit from the story & used their senses to describe them.
The teacher began the lesson by 

Getting children to stand in a circle, hold hands and close their eyes. Children all took a step forward and imagined they were stepping into Africa so they opened their eyes in a different country.
The teacher then 

Went around the circle & asked the children to tell us what they could see or hear and try to describe what sense they were using (some described animal sounds they could hear and if they were near or far way, for example). The teacher then gave each child a stick-it & pencil & asked them to draw something they could see to help us create our new environment.
The pupils 

Then went to draw their pictures & talked about what they saw.
The teacher then

Showed a letter from Akeyo (Handa’s friend in the story) explaining she was planning to visit Handa’s village and she too would bring a surprise. The children then worked with partner to freeze-frame their journey to Handa’s village. They described the fruit she might pack and use their imagination to experiment with different animals they could encounter on the journey.  
At the end of the lesson 

We created a final scene in the story when Akeyo & Handa meet and we shared ideas about what the friends we would be feeling and what they would say & do.
After the lesson the teacher 

The children shared ideas to discuss possible elements of a story, based on ‘Handa’s Suprse’ that they might want to use. 
After the lesson the children 

In the next literacy session, children used their ideas and good descriptive language to plan then create their story using themselves as a main character visiting a friend of their choice.

The teacher 

I was exceptionally pleased with the wide use of vocabulary demonstrated when the children were describing a situation of item. This has also fed into their written work. They also showed an amazing ability to quickly negotiate the roles in the frozen images and could work imaginatively and without needing adult support or ideas form others. 
The children said 
I am a round, juicy, wet orange.
I am a delicate gazelle.
I can see a beautiful zebra with bold black and white stripes.

I am a sneaky money trying to steal the juicy, round orange.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when
Children worked in pairs to form the shape of fruit packed in the basket & all pairs created different images for the same fruits.

The children could clearly convey who was the character and who was the animal in the freeze-framed parts of the story through their body language & facial expressions.

They remained engaged and believed in what they were doing as they used an amazing range of language to describe what they felt or saw or heard. 

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
Children talked with clarity about what they were ‘imagining’ because they were drawing on previous learning. There were also examples of descriptive language (‘delicate’, for example), which had not been encountered in previous literacy sessions.
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Visualization – to imagine what is felt, seen, hear etc.
· Freeze framing & still image 
· Paired storytelling
Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that all the children were confident to join in. It gave more confidence to those who are often hesitant to contribute in carpet session. It was also a good way to combine subjects (literacy & geography) & a good opportunity to assess what children had learnt or referred to. 

As a teacher I could see the class children cooperating well. It is always great to be surprised by an effective partnership between children that might not be expected. 

Overall the children were engaged and enthusiastic. They demonstrated a wealth of descriptive language they were able to share with others and this will provided skills to enhance future speaking & listening activities as well as written work.

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION
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