
NC Year One 

The Gruffalo’s problem Lesson 1

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Drake Infant and Nursery School   

Number on roll 185

The school’s approach to/provision for drama

Drama is used, by some staff, in the school to teach a range of curriculum subjects. Staff share ideas and resources, however, some staff still lack confidence in using drama and where they do they use a limited range of drama strategies.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 

That all staff will become confident in using drama as a tool for teaching across the curriculum and therefore bring a real sense of purpose to the children’s learning.

Age Group Year One
Size of class 20

Length of lesson 1 hour
Subject links PHSE, Core Learning Skills, Literacy
Resources Paper, pencils, whistle, Letter from the Gruffalo

The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to: look at how others are feeling and ways in which we can help them.
· Learn that there are ways of helping others

· Experience…To experience another person’s feelings
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

This lesson is the first of two. In the next lesson the animals will meet with the children for a picnic and the children will tell the animals what the Gruffalo is really like. At the end of the lesson the children will write a letter to the Gruffalo taking on the role of one of those animals.

Lesson narrative

Before the lesson … the children will have already listened to the story and had completed some activities- making a mask, using the puppets
The teacher began the lesson by finding an envelope addressed to the class that has been left on our classroom board 
The teacher then… Opens and reads the letter to the children. Then asks the questions.

· How do you think he is feeling?

· I wonder why the animals are frightened of him? 

· Where does he live? 

· What creatures live in the woods? 

· Do you think we can help? How?
·  Do you think we should go?
The pupils decide they want to help 
· What are we going to need to take with us?

· Make a circle when ready and do our actions to take us to the forest (Clap hands twice, reach up high, touch your toes and turn around.)

· Once there the adults suggest words to create the scene – it’s very dark, I can’t see the sky. The trees are so close together. It’s cold etc.

· Talk about safety- being with a partner- go and meet an animal and ask them why they are frightened of the Gruffalo. Write down what they say on a piece of paper and bring back to the group. Decide on a signal to return to the meeting point. Whistle

· Meet together and share information. What are we going to do to help?

· Adult enters saying: Look who I’ve found in the forest.

· Enter adult in role as the Gruffalo’s housekeeper

      And she tells them all about him- how kind he really is. Why his tongue is black etc

· How can we make the animals understand he is really friendly?

· How are we going to get all the animals together? – Poster
· We then travel back to school to think about our posters. What do we need to put on it? Model an example and then the children go off to do their own poster.

At the end of the lesson the children went back into the wood to stick up their posters.
The children said 

“ I am really excited about the picnic. I wonder which animals will come? Maybe the Gruffalo will come. “ 

“Can we make some biscuits?”

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when they empathised with the Gruffalo.
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

We have used drama to stimulate writing for our termly writing assessments. Both pieces of writing have been levelled and from this can be seen that all children have gone up one level eg. If they were a 1b in October 07 they are now 1a. 

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?

Even the less able who were only working towards level 1 are now 1c.

I have one EAL child who at the beginning of the year was very quiet and passive but now is confidently joining in with all drama lessons and wants to be a major part.

Evidence gathered - examples of children’s work.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher/adult in role

· Children take on a role of an animal

· Conscience alley

Why use drama? The advantages of using drama is that the children really feel part of the story and are making decisions about what was going to happen and so have some control. They feel safe and let their imaginations flow. They are really stimulated and any activity which is part of the drama the children will always do enthusiastically. They always look forward to next session and remember all the details of what’s happened.

My advice to someone else doing the following lesson, when the animals meet the children in the forest for the picnic, would be to have someone in mind, who’d be able to take on the role of an animal with a little encouragement. Then the rest of the children will respond.

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


