
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​North Walsham Infant School and Nursery 

Number on roll 230

Name of teacher  (optional)   J Hallam

The school’s approach to/provision for drama

The school is encouraging the use of drama in all areas of the curriculum and sees it as a stimulus and a way of adding purpose and meaning to learning.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 

We see drama as a way of drawing together a number of initiatives including philosophy, thinking skills, active learning etc. 

· We have changed our curriculum dramatically to ensure that these initiatives are central to teaching and learning. We aim to ensure that learning is meaningful to the children and wish to capitalise on cross-curricular links.

Age Group Yr2
Size of class 30
Length of lesson 1 hour
Subject links History

· Resources Old suitcase containing historical artefacts – hot water bottle, candlestick, inkwell, darning mushroom, slate, curling tongs 

The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 

· Learn 

H4a How to find out about the past from a range of sources of information

H2b identify differences between ways of life at different times

· Get better at using a range of drama conventions
Introduce mantle of the expert, writing in role, freeze frame

· Set the scene/provide a stimulus for enquiry (mainly history) learning this term

Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

Provides an introduction/stimulus to this half term’s enquiry work in which the children will find out about houses and homes in the past, will explore how we can find out about the past, find out about how life was different in the past. 

Lesson narrative

The teacher wanted to…

· begin a series of drama lessons by using an alternative to teacher in role 

· stimulate interest in the artefacts

The teacher began the lesson by … 

· showing children an old suitcase “found” in the old school house during the holidays
The teacher then…

· asked children to look at all objects carefully and talk with study buddy about them – name, use, materials

· showed children clip of The Antiques Roadshow and explained that the Roadshow was looking for new presenters. Teacher went into role as producer to explain what she was looking for – knowledge, talking to public, ease in front of cameras

· The pupils… 

· in pairs children “audition” for job as presenters and so are in role as antique experts/member of public

· each pair were asked to focus on a particular artefact 

· eavesdropping used to listen in to different experts giving opinion

· children then recording their expert opinions on object in question when they wrote notes in role about their artefact – writing frame to include name of object, age, material, use, value

At the end of the lesson…

· children decided on most likely use for each artefact and children used freeze frame to position objects/volunteers 

· After the lesson the children…

· continued to want to find out about the objects used in the drama 

· many of them watched the Antiques Roadshow when it was next on!

· Several parents said that their child had told them about the lesson
· The teacher said…

· the lesson provided a very powerful and exciting stimulus for our work on household objects

· certainly grabbed the attention of all
· The children said…

· “I want to be a real expert”

· “I didn’t know what it (the object) was so I made it up”

· “I’m going to play it at home!
“    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when…

there was such a variety in terms of children’s ideas as to what their objects were and what they were used for

children seemed more than happy to make suggestions and there was no pressure on them as to whether they were right or wrong

the context – auditioning for a tv role – was something we had never used before but something that they really grabbed their attention. They took on the experts’ role with such seriousness and such confidence. 
· In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

· every child talked about their object and most explained their own ideas. Very few just repeated what their partner or someone else had said. They used their knowledge of materials etc. on which to base their ideas. 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

· Drama strategies and conventions used

· children wanted to take this lesson further and to find out more about the objects use
· in follow up lessons there was excitement when we used a variety of sources to find out more and the mysteries were solved
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…

· children were treated as adults auditioning for a role and took this on so seriously

· many of the children attempted to use much more grown up and complex language in their explanation and in their written notes

· all children took part, all were involved for the whole hour, all listened to the children chosen to eavesdrop on

· children were in charge, they were the experts and there were no right or wrong answers

· some of the children who took a leading part in this session and expressed the most interesting ideas would not have had the confidence to have done this if we were just discussing objects
· My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …

· choose objects carefully – they really do need to be completely unfamiliar

· choose a good but short Roadshow clip (I wanted to show a clip on my white board but the bbcplayer was blocked at school so had to show clip from the American show)

· try to have 2 adults involved – 1 can be the producer who introduces the task and 1 the director who takes a more active part when children are actually in role
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


