
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Sutton C.E.V.C. School   

Number on roll - 53
Name of teacher  (optional)  Barbara Carter
The school’s approach to/provision for drama

We recognise the power of this approach as it is enjoyed so much by our children. As we become more confident in implementing our ideas we are using drama more widely throughout the curriculum.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
We anticipate that the outcomes will enhance excellence and enjoyment whilst, at the same time, supporting our target of raising achievement in writing.
Age Group - Year Two
Size of class - 18
Length of lesson - One hour
Subject links - Religious Education and PSHE
Resources - The Easter Story, pictures from ‘Jesusmafa’ website
The aims of the lesson

By the end of the lesson children will: -

· Begin to understand the events of the Easter Story 

· Experience the range of emotions felt by different individuals in the story
· Recognise the symbolism of religious festivals and stories
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

As a Church of England School it is important for children to recognise significant religious events – both in Christianity and other major religions. By following the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus for RE we are able to cover some of the difficult issues through drama activities. We also deliver PSHE through SEAL and find that the learning objectives from this programme are enhanced through drama activities. 
Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted to improve children’s knowledge and understanding of the key elements of the Easter Story whilst enabling them to recognise the significance of these events for Christians. In addition to this the teacher wanted children to develop empathy towards others by recognising that different people have different experiences within the same situation. 
Before the lesson children had been learning about different religious festivals and recognising the difference between a celebration and a festival. They knew the Easter story well, from previous experience and had recently heard the story in Collective Worship and RE lessons. The children had been reminded that, although it didn’t seem too long ago that we were celebrating the birth of Jesus, he had grown up into man when these events took place. The children had also looked at pictures from ‘Jesusmafa’ website (depicting images from Africa) discussing observations and thoughts. This had supported the children’s understanding that the same story can be considered from different viewpoints and helped to give them a flavour of setting. The pictures were a great way to set the scene – children contributed from their knowledge. 
The teacher began the lesson by sitting in a circle with the children, explaining the learning objectives and setting the scene for the drama. Through class discussion, and talking partners, the children considered the parts they would play in the scenes. The teacher used a click of the fingers to change/set the scene. First scene was to depict Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem. Children had discussed this and decided what part they would play in the scene and were getting on with a variety of jobs. Teacher in role excitedly broke the news to everyone that Jesus was arriving in Jerusalem. How to welcome this visitor was discussed and plans made. Everyone acted their part as community members, depicting their excitement and happiness as Jesus arrived in their community. Amongst their own ideas they laid palm leaves and coats down for the donkey to walk on and called out ‘Hosanna’. 
The teacher then stopped the drama and moved on to later in the day when everybody discussed the event and how they had felt about seeing Jesus. The children were very animated and excited to have been able to see Jesus. The drama moved on (as one can do in drama) and the scene was set for ‘The Last Supper’ when everybody was a disciple with the teacher retelling this part of the story and children reacting to the situation. The actions of Jesus were told in the third person and children had to work with each other to deal with the news they were being given about how one of them would betray Jesus and another would deny him.

The pupils were angry that members of the group could do these things to Jesus and were assuring each other that it was not them. When the drama was stopped for discussion they were able to explain their feelings of shock, disappointment and anger. They were able to compare these feelings to the feelings they experienced at the beginning of the drama when they had been welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem. 
At the end of the lesson the drama was moved on to Sunday morning when the women went to prepare Jesus’ body and discovered that the tomb was empty. The children had to find the stone moved away from the tomb entrance and demonstrate their emotions within the drama. The scene was then ‘frozen’ and the teacher asked children to put their finger on their cheek if they wished to say how they were feeling (this is a discrete way of children choosing whether they wish to contribute and they can change their mind easily without drawing attention to themselves) .  The teacher gently tapped children on the shoulder for them to voice their thoughts which included sadness, disbelieve, shock, they wanted to cry, concern, despair, curiosity and sorrow. The drama was then moved on to when Jesus appeared to the women and the children had to consider how this changed the situation and their mood. The drama was ‘frozen’ again and the same techniques used for children to offer their thoughts by touching their cheek. The children were able to recognise the extreme change in emotions and said that they now felt happy, ecstatic, crazy with happiness, thrilled and delighted. They also recognised that they felt some of the same emotions but for different reasons – such as they still couldn’t believe it and they wanted to cry, but with happiness.   
After the lesson the teacher drew the children together to talk through the experience of the drama and review events and how these had made individuals feel a range of emotions. The discussion also included recognising the depth of these emotions for the people in this story. 
After the lesson the teacher had planned for children to choose a character from the story and, in role, wrote a diary for that day - explaining what happened and how they felt. As the children had become so involved in the drama there was not enough time to undertake this activity. However, the objectives of the lesson had been met and this task could have been undertaken as a follow up to review the learning (but it was the end of term!!).
The teacher said the Easter story symbolised a significant festival for Christians.
The children said that they had enjoyed the drama and it had helped them to understand that other people may feel differently to themselves in the same situation.
In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when they were able to plan the welcome that they would give to Jesus on his arrival in Jerusalem. They had to decide who would get items required and how they would organise themselves so that everyone would have a good view of Jesus.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when children were able to explain the range and depth of their feelings. They had to use a range of vocabulary to articulate their feelings to each other. 
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

All children were actively involved in the session and were able to achieve a least level 2 for speaking and listening – even the children who are less confident in class situations. Many of the children were working at level 3 with some children showing aspects of level 4.
There was a specific improvement for lower achievers.
The use of drama has supported improved teamwork and improved behaviour from a pupil with a statement for special educational needs. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role/teacher narrative
· Freeze frame 
· Mime/dialogue in role
The advantages of using drama are that it involves all children at their own level. It is an inclusive teaching medium and even the more reluctant participants become involved as the drama progresses.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be to ensure that the children know the Easter story well and understand that it is a story believed by Christians. This is not a way to indoctrinate Christian beliefs and children should understand that Christians celebrate the festival of Easter and we are learning why they celebrate.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


