
NC Year 2    

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes – 

a link to Traditional Tales

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School  - West Walton Community Primary School 

Number on roll  209?

Name of teacher Mrs Cathryn Farnham   

The school’s approach to drama: 

We believe that drama is a positive way of reaching children, especially those who may not succeed in other areas of the curriculum.

All teachers are now attempting lessons with the full involvement and support of classroom assistants. 

The school has had an inset day led by Patrice Baldwin and has been using and developing ideas and skills learnt on that day.

A School Improvement Plan objective has been directly linked to drama and improving writing.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

The school had very little experience of using drama skills and strategies and joining the D4LC program was a very good way of raising the profile of drama in our school.

The school have been trying to use drama to raise the quality of writing this year. 

The aim is that first hand experience and the  involvement of children in different situations will give them the opportunity to better express themselves. Hopefully, this in turn will enable the development of more vivid imaginations and a broader vocabulary.

Age Group:     6  to 7 years

Size of class – 28

Subject links:  

	Literacy:


	  Speaking and Listening  / Writing.

   Links to work on Traditional Tales

	Art:


	  Drawing and Painting scenes and    characters from the story. Use of colour.



	Science / D/T:


	Cookery – Making pancakes – Changes in Materials

(QCA Grouping and Changing Materials).



	PSHE:


	  Caring and being helpful / trust




Length of lesson: 

This drama work was carried out over a half a term and this was the first drama work carried out with this the class. 

There were a series of lessons – one per week – 6 in total. 

It was linked to several other subject areas and provided a whole enriched topic approach.

The first lesson plan is outlined here.

Resources:   

Book:    Mr Wolf’s Pancakes

              Author: Jan Fearnley

              ISBN - 13: 978 1888444766

Apron for teacher / bowl and spoon / recipe book / basket / ingredient word cards / paper and pens

The aims of the lesson

· To introduce the class to a variety of drama strategies

· To use drama as a basis for developing work across several curriculum areas.

· To explore vocabulary, story settings and characters from Traditional Tales through engaging in imaginary situations.
· To investigate and develop the use and variety of descriptive language with a view to extending this into written work (and other curriculum areas)

· To create roles within a context and to use appropriate gestures to create characterisation.

· To ask relevant questions and respond appropriately in a group situation.

· To enjoy participating in a drama session.

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 

Use the sessions as an introduction to the class about using various drama strategies.

Teach the correct terminology when using the strategies.

Raise the quality of speaking and listening / written work through using drama as a stimulus.

Use the drama sessions to form the basis of a cross-curricular topic approach.

Reach children who found it hard to access other lessons.

This first session was kept simple and straightforward working at a slow pace.

This allowed time for terms to be introduced and children to begin to gain an understanding of the expectations of the teacher as far as behaviour and involvement of the class were concerned.

Before the lesson  

The children had spent many weeks listening to / discussing / retelling a variety of traditional tales.

They had been told the term ‘Teacher in Role’ and knew when the teacher had her apron on she was in role as the Wolf. 

When the apron was taken off, it was time to listen to advice and comments and to pause any acting / talking etc.

The children were told that the classroom assistants would also be in role and would work alongside them.

The class sat in a circle on the floor with the TA’s amongst them. 

Sitting in a circle to start is used each time to ensure continuity at the start of a session.

The children were then reminded about Traditional Tales – thinking of examples briefly.

The teacher began the lesson by 

As it was the first session – 

Brief discussion about carrying out drama / what drama is 

– rules and expectations.

Introducing the book and telling the children a little of how it inked to the Traditional tales characters previously discussed.

Introduced main character Mr Wolf with no comments on what type of character he was.

Warm up – Visualisation / Freeze Frame

Closed eyes and imagined a wolf.

Opened eyes / stood up and moved around the room like a wolf – sound allowed.

Introduced ‘Freeze Frame’ term –  ‘Freeze Frame your wolf’.

Children were asked:

What words to describe your wolf? 

TA noted them down.

Staff  were also involved in same activity and encouraged to comment also.

Most children had gone for a traditional wicked / wild, even vicious character.

Talked about Mr Wolf in the book and whether he would be the same as theirs.

Children were asked:

Could he be different to the way they had described their wolves?

Teacher was Mr Wolf – as explained above.

Children were told that when teacher in role and Wolf asked for help, he needed a positive response.

The teacher then 

Read the first part of the story, stopping to put on apron to be in role 

- turning away as doing so – turning back slowly with apron on to give impact.

Wolf started by sitting in chair acting as though very hungry – thought of making pancakes. Teacher demonstrated how to act in role.

Got recipe book from shelf and read upside down – got frustrated as couldn’t read it.

Children were asked:

What do they think he should do?

Discussed ideas then read a little more of book to show there were other characters in the story. 

Children suggested going to first character mentioned.

Mr Wolf then went to Chicken Licken (TA) and asked for help.

Help refused abruptly and rudely by Chicken Licken.

Children commented on response.

Now what?

The pupils 

Mr Wolf asked children if they would help him instead.

In three groups TAs gave each group a word from the recipe i.e. eggs, flour, milk 

Group had to think of way of telling Wolf through miming things to do with that word.

Introduced term – Mime.

Each group started as a Freeze Frame and then went on to mime their words as Mr Wolf passed their group.

Mr Wolf took time to understand the mime and then thanked them politely for their help. 

(Started to gain their trust)

The teacher …

Mr Wolf looked in cupboard and tried to find ingredients – none there. 

Needed a shopping list.

Couldn’t  write either – showed frustration / anger.

Children asked briefly:

What does it feel like when you can’t write?

Continuing…

So, as in the story -  visited Wee Willy Winky to ask for help.

Help refused (TA)

The children were asked:

What might Mr Wolf feel like now?

Mr Wolf asked children to help again. 

In pairs children had to decide no best way to remind Mr Wolf of shopping list when he couldn’t read. This time - needed simple reminders – not long mime.

Mr Wolf how to remember his list.

TAs helped at this point listening to some of the ideas in a group.

Wolf responded by being grateful and happy – gaining more of their trust and friendship.

At the end of the lesson 

Teacher out of role:

Children were asked if they thought Mr Wolf was the same type of wolf as they had shown and talked about at the start of the lesson.

What did they think about the Mr Wolf character in the book now? 

How would they describe him?

What would be interesting / useful descriptive words to use?

Words were recorded on a large sheet of paper for use in further lessons.

They were compared to words used earlier – written down by a TA.

Children were told that these lessons would continue and the story would develop over the next few weeks.

After the lesson the teacher 

Held a brief discussion about the session to gain feedback for next time.

Asked the children what they had enjoyed about the lesson / not enjoyed and why.

What worked well? What did not? 

Was there anything the children did not like doing?

How could it have been better?

Opportunity for any other comments.

After the lesson the children 

Responded well to the discussion showing great enthusiasm and excitement. 

Many could not wait until the next session and were desperate to continue after the break.

The children drew pictures of their original wolf and of Mr Wolf from the book. 

They compared the two using a variety of vocabulary.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when

The children used their bodies in groups to make wolf shapes. 

The children had to work alone to do this task and the shapes made were very creative, especially for a first attempt.

The children were able to use a variety of imaginative mimes to describe the words to Mr Wolf.

The follow up work produced some good use of descriptive language and some good story ideas. 

It also produced some thought provoking discussion in PSHE sessions.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
Children used drama terms correctly and knew the terminology.

Children listened attentively and responded appropriately – especially those who normally find it very difficult to listen and concentrate.

Children used a greater variety of vocabulary when speaking and were able to order their thoughts and ideas in a logical way.

Later - 

Through their acting they were able to retell in detail and to develop their own ideas based on this – both orally and in written form.

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 

Over the half term and the series of 6 lessons linked to this story, almost all children moved up one sub-level in both writing and speaking and listening. 

Even the two SEN children who did not actually move up a sub-level, made progress and were more confident about speaking, verbalising ideas and beginning to write.

Some children made greater progress, moving two sub-levels.

Though not all progress can be directly related to these sessions, there was a definite enthusiasm from all, which has led on to the children wanting to write and wanting to improve their learning. Of course they also want to do more drama!
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in Role  (and TA in role!)

· Pupil in role

· Freeze Frame

· Mime (and movement)

· Visualisation

· Later sessions – Conscience Alley

Why use drama?

The children enjoy it…and so do the staff as their confidence grows! 

It’s fun. 

It’s something different – a time when the children can see their teacher in a whole new light!

Many children who find the normal curriculum difficult to access can often participate in drama in some way and many shine!

It can be used as a way of accessing almost any area of the curriculum with a refreshing approach.

It improves the quality of writing and makes the children want to write!

My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 

To not put a time limit on each session but to let the drama develop and stop at a suitable point, continuing another time. 

This book could be used to produce just one session and ideas consolidated, but there is so much that can be drawn out of the story, it is a shame not to plan the ideas as a series of lessons.

The children will need lots of reinforcement of Traditional Tales stories and characters in order to help them develop their ideas in a more constructive way.

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION


D4LC phase 2  – lesson exemplars 


