
NC Year/s  2_ 

Lesson title/theme:  The Toad Bridegroom

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_Poringland Primary _School   

Number on roll__approx 300______

The school’s approach to drama: 

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC relate to a feeling for more creativity to be included generally in the curriculum and drama is one way of delivering this. 

Age Group : Year 2
Size of class:  25
Length of lesson: approx 1 hour plus follow-up
Subject links: Literacy Writing
Resources: Lesson taken from Child Education September 2002- The Toad Bridegroom/ The Frog Prince; a large space; large piece of blue fabric/mats to represent lake; music which emphasises “quick” and “busy”; map of Korea.

The aims of the lesson

The aims of the lesson were to create a feeling for the children of being part of a story, to develop their understanding of the setting, characters and the problem in order to enhance their writing of their own story beginning using a similar theme and setting. 

Lesson exemplar

Begin the lesson by showing an enlarged picture of the fisherman and frog. Children asked questions which were recorded for later. (They answered the questions as a result of the way the story developed and their experiences within the lesson).

Set the “lake” out at one side of the hall, and explain that you are going to tell them a traditional story from Korea, show them where Korea is on a map. Explain that they will part of the story and sometimes they will be able to decide what will happen. 

Start off by explaining they all live on a very busy street in the village, near  to the lake. Discuss what their job might be in the village. People need to grow and harvest food, weave cloth, sew clothes, grind corn etc. Children decide on space where they can live and work. While music is playing the children must carry out their jobs, showing what the job entails and how hard they are working. When the music stops they must freeze, and explain what their job is and what they are doing. 

Next ask the children to sit around the edge of the lake, as there is a problem. Explain that the fisherman are finding it very difficult to catch enough fish to feed the village and they need everyone to help, even the weavers and the bakers. Show them how to mime throwing their nest into the lake and pulling them out again very carefully- they will need to pull hard as all kinds of things are caught in the nets, but NO fish! Ask the children to look in the nets, stir around with their fingers, tell you what they’ve got and shake head in despair. 

Tell children that a large toad lives in the middle of the lake and you believe he is eating all the fish. 

Ask the children to get into pairs. One of them is going to play the fisherman while the other plays the toad. The fisherman must make it clear to the toad that he is very angry and he must point out the consequences for the village if they have no fish. Meanwhile the toad must insist that he is not eating the fish. He must persuade the fisherman to take him home and allow him to live there with his family. What will he promise to tempt the fisherman to agree? Children carry out role-play then all return to lake to discuss what happened. Did any of the toads persuade the fisherman to take him home? What did they promise in order to achieve this? Which fisherman were not persuaded? Why not? 

Ask for a volunteer to be the toad and to crouch in the middle of the lake. The other children take it in turns to express their anger with the toad eating all the fish using the ideas from their role-play. 

Explain that in the story the fisherman was not persuaded not to take the toad home, and that he turned round and stormed off without him. Ask the children how they think the toad would have felt when he was left behind. 

In groups of 3 or 4 the children must decide between them what will happen next, then act out a scene with one child playing the fisherman, one playing the toad and the others playing villagers or members of the fisherman’s family. End with one group performing their scene to the class. 

After the lesson the children drew a map of the lake and the village. This was used for writing a description of the setting, using children’s suggestions about the people, buildings, noises and smells. Following that, the children were asked to record what the fisherman said to the toad showing how angry he was, and what might happen if all the fish continue to disappear. Then record what the toad might say to persuade the fisherman to take him home.

Can the children think of any other stories which are similar to The Toad Bridegroom. Read them or tell them the opening of the Frog Prince. In both sotries the theme of keeping promises is important. In what other ways are the stories similar or different?

Using this theme the children then had to plan their own story beginning, adapting ideas from the two traditional stories.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…  the children were carrying out their role-plays.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… the children used ideas from the drama in their own writing. 

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Using a picture to provoke questions

· Role-play

· Freeze frame

Why use drama?

The children were very involved and they could relate the event in the story to their written work. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


