
NC Year     
The Turtle Who Flies South
Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Highgate Infant School
Number on roll 79
Name of teacher (optional)   Eleanor Roberts
The school’s approach to drama: 
At Highgate Infant School we have always been aware of the need for excellent speaking and listening skills.  We have used many of the activities from the Speaking, Listening and Learning Box.  These were used across the whole curriculum in all subjects but we had not developed a weekly drama lesson.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 
With the increased number of children with EAL it became more of an importance to encourage speaking and listening through drama and was also a target highlight from our last Ofsted report.
Age Group: Year 2

Size of class –28
Length of lesson: 1 hour
Subject links: English
Resources:  Music Chopin  

The Turtle who flies South (story)
The aims of the lesson

· To identify and describe characters.

· Express own views
· To write a missing animal poster
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 
To explore the way a character develops and changes through a traditional story, using freeze frame, thought tracking and paired improvisation.
Before the lesson  
The Children had listened to the story and made a list of adjectives to describe the Turtle at different  points in the story.

The teacher began the lesson by 
Introduce activity by asking the children walk to the hall as an animal.  Introduce animals.

The teacher then 
Discuss the main character, referred to adjectives.

Retell the story, stopping at interesting points.  

Children to freeze frame and encourage body position and expressions.

To give thoughts about the turtle (how he is feeling?, what he is thinking?)

In threes discuss the conversation between the turtle and the birds (What does he want?)

Freeze frame during flight (how is he feeling?)

The Teacher then played music by Chopin and the children used the music to stimulate movement during flight. 

At the end of the lesson Children then to act out the end of the story looking at how the character has changed (how is he feeling?)
After the lesson the teacher had a discussion with the class  

How and why does the character change?  How could the story end differently?  What did the turtle learn? 
After the lesson the children The children went on to produce a missing animal poster for the turtle, using the adjectives, feelings and views about the character.
The teacher was really pleased with the impact the drama had on their learning their writing showed and excellent understanding of the text and characters.
The children said that could see what the land looked like as they flew over.
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children became the characters, flying to the music. 
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when they could give a real insight to the character and why he behaved in the way he did. 
Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 
The planning and organisation of the written task was greatly improved, the children had developed a greater vocabulary.  All children became involved in the task and especially helped the EAL children in the group.  
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Freeze Frame
· Thought tracking
· Paired Improvisation.
Why use drama?  

All children can be involved in the learning and creativity.  It is the best way to be inclusive to all.  It stimulate children in a way they will never forget.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 
Have a go! I never did drama when I was at school and it was not natural to me, but it opens doors!
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION

D4LC phase 2  – lesson exemplars 


