
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__St. John’s R.C. Infant School   

Number on roll_175 approx._______

The school’s approach to/provision for drama
The Foundation Stage is immersed in drama.  Learning takes place through role-play.

In Key Stage 1 drama is viewed as an effective tool for delivering other areas of the curriculum.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
Through involvement with D4LC the school hopes to further embed Drama into the whole curriculum.
Age Group Year 2 

Size of class 28
Length of lesson 1 hour 20 minutes
Subject links Music/Literacy
Resources ‘Surprise’  Henri Rousseau (National Gallery Collection); range of musical instruments; CD Rainforest Music 
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
To interrogate a still picture (20m)

To create through drama a physical environment based on Where the Wild Things Are 

To use musical instruments to create a soundscape
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 
Used this lesson as an introduction to a topic based on the book Where the Wild Things Are

Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted to…explore story settings through a more kinaesthetic approach and extend the children’s knowledge and use of descriptive language.
Before the lesson … I read Where the Wild Things Are
A Cd of rainforest  music playing in the background.
I began the lesson by looking at a small section of Henri Rousseau's Surprise on the IWB.  (The National Gallery Collection has a facility that enables you to focus on mall sections of the picture enlarged.)  Then  I moved around the picture asking key questions:
What can you see? (in several different sections)
What kind of a place is it?  How do you know?
Is it a warm or a cold place?  How can you tell?
Look at the tail of the tiger.  What do you think it is?  Why?
Look at the face of the tiger.  Is it wild or tame?  How do we know?
How does it look?  What do you think is happening off to the side of the picture?
What is this a picture of?  

Then we looked at the complete picture and discussed any surprises.

Activity 1 - Draw an image (10m)
Recall Where the Wild Things Are.  What kind of a place did the Wild Things live in?  What might it look like?
Class, in groups of six, drew an image of the island/jungle within a given time. 
Each group showed their image, explaining why they drew what they did.  Then we discussed if we could put the images in any particular order?

Activity 2 - Freeze Frame (10m)
Discussed creating the island/jungle with their bodies.  We brainstormed things we might find there and make a list.
Children spread out in the room and created different shapes.
Freeze frame - describe what you are.

Activity 3 - Soundscape (10m)
We then thought about the sounds we might hear on this island; water, wind, animals
Brainstorm and list.  We looked at the musical instruments in the classroom.  Which instruments might make which sounds?  Allocated different sounds to each group.
In their groups (4/5) they created their allocated sound.  Perform sound for the class. 

Activity 4 - Role-play (15m)
Divide the class in half.  One half created the sounds of the island.  The other half created the landscape.  Swap. A few children became Max walking around the island describing what he could see and hear. 


At the end of the lesson… The children were still keen to carry on.  They seemed very surprised that the afternoon was over and were keen to know if we would be doing this again.
The teacher said… The children’s cooperative skills were really impressive.  They worked together easily.  All children were involved and they moved from one task to another seamlessly.
In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when… 
When creating the soundscape there was a great deal of discussion about which instruments would best suit the sound they were trying to create.  There was a lot of experimentation with different instruments to achieve the sound they wanted.  When they had chosen the instruments the children also thought about who should play which instrument, for how long and whether they should all play at once or “layer” their sounds. 
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… 
During the freeze frame the children had to describe what they were using descriptive language.  The quality of their language improved as they listened to each other.  Initial statements tended to be simple facts such as “I am a tree.”  “I am a rock.”  Then as some of the children expanded their statements others followed. e.g. “ I  am long, green grass.”  I am a blue river shinning in the sun.”  The children really started to think about  specific descriptive language to describe what they were.
“    “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Freeze Frame
· Role – play
· Using a picture to provoke questions
· Soundscape
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…

My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).


D4LC – lesson exemplars 


