
NC Year     

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Raleigh Infant

Number on roll   180

Name of teacher (optional)   

The school’s approach to drama: 

Weekly drama lessons taught in YR and Y2 (D4LC teachers). Reception classes are trying to use drama creatively in different subject areas to link with Edison curriculum.

 Drama taught in Year 1 regularly too.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

We hope that teachers’ confidence in using drama throughout the curriculum will increase. We hope that EAL children will become more involved and gain a greater understanding in lessons.
Age Group: Reception

Size of class – 24

Length of lesson: 30 mins approx

Subject links: Literacy, PSE

Resources:  Threadbear

The aims of the lesson

· To tell stories in the correct sequence

· To talk about keeping on trying and not giving up if you have a goal

· To use partners to encourage language, especially with EAL children

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 
Use the story of Threadbear to help illustrate one of our PSE objectives about going for goals. 

Before the lesson  

We hadn’t read the story before the lesson as I wanted the children to be able to use their own ideas, Luckily the children hadn’t heard it before either and this helped as no one was giving the ‘correct’ answer so they were able to be more creative with their predictions. 

The teacher began the lesson by 

We talked about what kind of a bear Threadbear might be from looking at his picture on the cover. Then we started the story. We established that Threadbear was different and then I went into role as Threadbear and they hotseated me and asked questions about why I was so sad. We talked about the different toys and how they tried to help, we imagined the noise that grey thing would make and had lots of good ideas.
The teacher then 
Asked the children to act out with a partner which of the toys they would be and what noise they would make. They came up with some lovely ideas and we continued with the story and asked what their toy would have done to help Threadbear. We closed our eyes and imagined what it would be like to climb up the chimney to look for Father Christmas. 

The pupils 

They loved making up different squeaky sounds for the squeaker trees and had very interesting suggestions for the taste of the squeaker fruit. Everyone was on board with the story and looking forward to what was going to happen next. It was very good for encouraging them to predict.
The teacher then

Focussed on Threadbear back at the house with squeaker fruit juice all over him. The children remembered when we had put Kipper’s toys in our ‘parachute’ washing machine when acting out ‘The Toys Party ‘ and asked if we could put Threadbear in the machine. We have made up our own routine for the parachute game where we switch on the machine and decide why the toys or people are in it and what happened to them. The children love to make up their own reasons ranging from powder paint fights to mud baths. Four children then sit with their backs to each other in the middle of the parachute and we spin them. This was a bit of a digression but still part of the story after all so we pretended to put Threadbear in and predicted what might happen to him. It is a fun game and good for encouraging children who are sometimes shy about speaking in a group.

At the end of the lesson 

We talked about how Threadbear felt now that he had his squeak back, and went on to talk about how they felt when they achieved a goal that they’d always wanted to.

After the lesson the teacher 

Asked the children the next day if they had enjoyed the story and could remember what happened. The response was good and the recall was much better than if the story had just been read to them. They loved acting it out and could remember little things much better like the robot voice and the squeaker fruit.

After the lesson the children 

Recalled the story well and were keen to do the noises and act out the story again.

The teacher said

I was really pleased with the way that all the children joined in with the story and talked and shared ideas with their partners.

The children said 

‘Threadbear couldn’t squeak because he needed his batteries changed.’

‘There were spiders up the chimney.’

The squeaker fruit tasted like grapes, sweet, juicy, yummy, like blackberries.

‘Threadbear would get holes in him if he was put in the washing machine.’

‘Threadbear was sad because he couldn’t see properly.’ (EAL child)
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when

The children made up their own ideas for sounds and tastes.

They loved making up reasons why people were dirty and had to be washed in the washing machine.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
Children could use words they had learnt from other fruit and food tasting sessions to imagine what squeaker fruit might taste like.

Children could talk about goals that they might like to achieve like Threadbear.

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 

Scores for PSE and Language and Communication are good because we have been using more drama this year and I feel that this has been particularly beneficial to our EAL children as it is more visual and creative and they want to join in. This has a knock on effect with their confidence and boosts their language skills in all areas.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Hot seating Threadbear

· Visualisation – going up the chimney, using the senses
· Role play – which toy?

Why use drama?

We use drama because it’s fun and encourages the class to work together. It is also unpredictable, as this lesson was, because we went with the parachute game, which I hadn’t thought of planning in, but the children remembered from before. It is often the different and unexpected that sticks in their minds and helps them remember the story and any new words or concepts connected with it.

My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be

Have fun and let them talk through their ideas – working with a partner is good.

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION
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