
NC Year/s   

Reception.   Topic: Giants

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Alderman Swindell First School   

Number on roll, 220 approx.

The school’s approach to drama is having a drama lesson twice a week.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

Age Group 4-5

Size of class 25

Length of lesson: 40 min

Subject links: speaking and listening, knowledge and understanding and Literacy.

Resources

The aims of the lesson

…..To develop the ability to show role and character through movement.

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to…develop good speaking and listening skills, create confidence in taking on a character and induce good writing skills from drama.

Before the lesson, we read Jack and the beanstalk, completed topic activities, giant footprints etc… The teacher began the lesson by…warming up vocally (fe fie foe fum) in a circle, playing a name game.

The teacher then…Asked the children to move around like a giant looking for Jack. Stop and then shout ‘fie fie foe fum’ while looking around. Then, discuss what Jack did with the money he stole.

The pupils…were very involved.

At the end of the lesson the children told their ideas for what to write.

After the lesson the teacher got the children to write about what Jack spent the money on. 

After the lesson the children…drew pictures and wrote about what they would by with the gold.

What the teacher said…

“ It was fun and the children seemed to enjoy taking on the role of a giant.” “Lots of speaking and listening and constructive role play was being developed”

What the children said…

“   I liked being a giant”  “I enjoyed that”  “I used a loud voice”  “I would buy a castle”

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity, all through the lesson. For example, by deciding when to stop and shout as the giant. Deciding what Jack will spend the gold on in character.

In this lesson, there was evidence of learning all through the lesson.  For example, they learnt how to make their movement, action and voice clearly show a character. They learnt how to begin to think from a characters point of view.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· improvisation

· taking on a  role physically and  psychologically.

· showing this through movement and voice.

· mime

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that it crossed literacy and knowledge and understanding. They had to work in groups for short spurts, which developed social and interpersonal skills.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


