
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​St Germans Primary School   

Number on roll 73

The school’s approach to drama – Early stages of drama development.  The school has been beginning to use puppets, developing the use of role play and hot seating.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC – To improve standards in writing across the curriculum using drama.

Age Group – Year ½ (ages 5-7)

Size of class - 24

Length of lesson – 2 week block of lessons


Subject links – Science, Literacy

Resources – Growing plants, post-it notes, digital camera.

The aims of the lesson(s)

· To introduce the children to a range of drama strategies (improvisation, role play, hot seating, mime)

· To create a visual and sensory environment (garden) in order for the children to write a descriptive piece of work (diaries, letters, instructions)

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to encourage the children to use different drama strategies to plan and create an environment for writing.

Before the sequence of lessons the teacher did some simple visualisation (sense) activities and role play of different characters from stories in order to give the children an experience of drama before the unit of work.

The teacher began the sequence of lessons by getting the children to imagine they were in a garden and use all of their senses to get an idea of what the environment was like.  The Science unit Growing Plants was also studied so that the children had a good scientific knowledge before beginning the book.

The teacher then facilitated the drama by modelling what was expected of the children.

The pupils were very reluctant at first to join in but the older children in the group were encouraged to mime which helped the younger children to become more confident and join in.

At the end of the lesson sequence the children wanted to construct their own mime and role play for different activities.

After the lessons the teacher continued to use drama activities (mime and role play) to facilitate their writing when writing a recount of making fruit smoothies.

In this lesson sequence there was evidence of creativity when the children were improvising working in the garden.  The children imagined different weather conditions (it was raining and the garden was muddy) and reacted to them.

In this lesson sequence there was evidence of learning when the children wrote about the sequences of the plant growing which were applied from the previous science unit.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Paired and single improvisation

· Mime

· Visualisation

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were the children were able to ‘take themselves’ to the garden and ‘be there’ to create descriptive writing.  When improvising different stages of drama for instructions this helped the children to put the different parts in order.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


