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Number on roll        168

The school’s approach to drama and the school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

Over the last two years we have been involved in a number of Creative Partnership projects aimed specifically at supporting the development of children’s linguistic, imaginative and creative skills.

These have included: film making and animation, puppet making and performance, story telling, “small world” role play and group drama techniques. The school has also recently built up a library of “story sacks” and a resource bank of “story boxes” to enhance “small world” role play. Over this school year we further developed the use of these resources and used them in conjunction with the children’s film making activities.

Age Group   Year 2

Size of class 29

Length of lesson 30 minutes preceded and followed up with other linked learning activities.

Subject links : Literacy, Art and DT, PE Geography and Music.

Resources : Role play area, story boxes, story sacks, Enya CD, Instruments, books and illustrations and photos of various settings.

The aims of the lesson

· To explore story settings.

· To investigate the use of descriptive language.

· To create a role within a context.

· Use appropriate gestures to create characterisation.

· Ask relevant questions and respond appropriately in a group situation.

· Work individually and as part of a group/class.

Lesson exemplar
Background to the learning.

[The class has been working with Tie Break Theatre company in addition to this work and so have benefited from input from them also.]

The class had explored various items in a feely bag and described them in terms of rough, smooth, bumpy, cold, squishy, etc

Following this we collected ideas of the settings that could be represented by these descriptions. 

The children came up with :-

Forest, cave, magic cave, ice palace, castle, mountains etc

After this session together they decided that the role play area would become a setting where they could tell and play out stories that were known and stories they made up themselves.

Stories would also be told using the story sacks and class story boxes.

The theme was a magic cave within a forest. In art sessions ideas were discussed sketches of different caves were drawn and the area put together. [Examples of their sketches are on the CD]

The words that they collected that describe the cave were typed up and hung from the cave. Their pictures were hung from the cave also as demonstrated by the photographs.

Lesson Outline [Spring Term]

Warm Up

In a circle format which is the way we always start our sessions so that the children know what to expect.

A visualization exercise

Close eyes and choose a setting to be in, when eyes are open again describe the setting and where they are…….

“I am on a plate on the giant’s table.”

“I am in a cave being chased by a bear”

“I am in a forest and it is dark and I am frightened and alone”

Individually make a body shape that represents that setting and hold as a freeze frame. Teacher walks round the shapes and comments.

Main Activity

Moved on to chosen setting of the forest with a cave

The children made a freeze frame representation of the forest, either trees, plants or animals etc

This scene came to life as the teacher walked past each child. 

Came together in a circle and discussed the cave and forest and described it. 

Asked the question   “What could live in the cave?”

In threes explore cave shapes, find one that works and hold while the teacher walks round and comments.

As a whole class but individually, they go to explore the cave and respond with spontaneity. Teacher talked through as needed, and there was a lot of interaction from them. 

Slowly walk through feel with hands and feet. Is it dark? 

Can you see anything?

The path is getting narrow and the ceiling is lower. Children respond with their bodies appropriately. 

Questions asked were……..

Can you hear any sounds?

Can you see any light?

What is the surface like?

What are you walking on?

How will you move?

It’s getting narrow what can we do?

Cool Down

The children were talked out of the cave as a conclusion to the activity. Following this was a discussion of what we had done. To finish the children made curled shapes with their bodies.

Evaluation of that particular lesson……

The lesson as a whole was successful with full participation by all. Children with behaviour issues worked well and the children enjoyed the session as they normally do. Responses to questions and actions were positive. The response to the visualization in the warm up was brilliant and could have been a lesson in itself.

The cave shapes were very good as illustrated in the photographs. 

Following that particular lesson was a lot of work that used the role play area both as a story telling area with a special chair and as a scene for the children to be in role to play out their stories.

The lesson was part of a unit of work which then continued and resulted in good stories that were told individually and in groups. It also ended in some very good written stories that were imaginative and that used good descriptive language. All objectives were addressed throughout the unit.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…

They used their bodies in groups to make cave shapes. The children had to work together to do this task and as the photographs show the shapes made were very creative.

The follow up work produced some good use of descriptive language and some good story themes and ideas.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

Ideas they had explored were transferred into their future work. They referred to previous work in their discussions. They interacted well as part of a group and contributed good examples of descriptive words. They worked creatively and with enjoyment. They understood what they were trying to achieve.

Drama strategies and conventions used
Improvisation.

Freeze frame, still image tableau.

Teacher narrative

Mime and movement

Active storytelling

Visualisation

Why use drama?

It fits in with schools continuing development of children’s linguistic, imaginative and creative skills. Drama is a way that includes all of the children in this process. Over the year the children have grown in confidence. All the children have enjoyed the drama activities, without exception and all have participated in very different ways. There are always surprises in the ways that the children respond. Some of the quiet children get lost in role while more out going children have found it challenging.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


