
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________Sheringham Woodfields _______________________School   

Number on roll______83__

Name of teacher  (optional)   _____Susan Roberts___________________

The school’s approach to/provision for drama
Drama is an integral part of the English curriculum.

Drama techniques are used on a regular basis in many areas of the curriculum as part of the School’s individualised programme of learning and multi-sensory approach.

Annual opportunities for performance include participation in the Little Theatre Sheringham’s Celebration of Performing Arts; a school play

Opportunities to watch performances are taken whenever possible eg annual pantomime; The Lion King in the West End; multi-cultural drama/dance/music groups visiting the school; watching peer groups performing at The Little Theatre

The secondary department has a lunchtime drama club which works on a range of projects following student interest
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
A new focus on planning work using drama as a core part of the pedagogy

New drama techniques to use in cross curricular activities

An improvement in student learning as a result of their increased active participation in the lesson

Increased confidence in the importance and usefulness of drama as a medium for learning

A wider commitment  from staff to trying a range of techniques and planning methods in the next school year

Age Group 14-19
Size of class  8
Length of lesson 1hour
Subject links RE
Resources Pictures of Rama and Sita




A range of Hindu artefacts looked at, felt and discussed in the previous lesson
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Learn the meaning of Diwali and how it is celebrated by Hindus

· To experience the story of Rama and Sita 
· Get better at using a range of drama techniques to explore the story..

· Work together as a group
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 
This was a one off lesson as part of a themed RE day on religious celebrations
Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted to involve the students in understanding the story of Rama and Sita
Before the lesson students had researched in to Diwali, what it was, when it was celebrated, how and why it was celebrated.  Students had examined a range of Hindu religious artefacts, working out what they were and how they might be used
The teacher began the lesson by a dramatic reading of the story of Rama and Sita
The teacher then broke the story into 7 sections, each to be created separately using different techniques:
· The Wedding-Still image for a wedding photograph, each wedding guest speaking their thoughts about the wedding and the couple

· The Farewell-Ensemble role play as citizens.  Rama and Sita pass citizens as they are working and all say farewell; freeze in  a posture showing the feelings/mood of the citizen

· The time passes-Students divided into three groups.  Each group creates 3 still images to show the passage of time, linked together by “zombie” out-of -character movement

· The Kidnap-Student role play-Ravana as arrogant, evil man; Sita I her house.  Ravana changes physically to become a beggar, role play of going to house up to the point of the kidnap then dramatic freeze
· The Journey-“whisper tunnel” with each pair in turn going through the tunnel and then re-forming on the other end.  One student in role as a wounded bird says “You will find them at the island” as individuals pass in front of her

· The Battle-physical theatre.  Teacher in role as Ravana.  Opposing lines in pairs; pairs meet in pre-decided location.  Battle consists of three planned moves, using a range of height and angle.  Freeze in “Hero pose” at the death of the wicked Ravana

· Return to the city.-Students in a circle.  Mexican wave style movement and shout going round circle to celebrate success sin battle and the lovers’ return to the city

· The Coronation-return to first idea-group photograph of coronation of Rama and Sita.
The pupils…
· Began the drama as a wedding guest at the wedding of Rama and Sita, deciding what the character should say

· Took the role of a citizen working hard until their beloved prince and his bride pass, when they say farewell and show their grief at their departure

· Used their creativity and knowledge of the story to show the passage of time.  One group created a meal; another showed servants working; another showed a hunt

· Watched the narrative progress as two students in role enacted the kidnap scene

· Became part of a whisper tunnel using own ideas to think what to say to Rama on his journey to find his wife

· Took part in a battle, using a range of shapes and movements in a pair; froze at the point of Ravana’s death in a “hero” pose.

· Stood in a circle and created a gesture and sound to celebrate the safe return of Rama and Sita

· Remembered the beginning of the drama and recreated a formal photograph, this time for the coronation

At the end of the lesson…

The students were able to recall the story of Rama and Sits, picking out their favourite parts
After the lesson the teacher…

Made a conscious decision to use this approach for introducing students to stories which they might find very difficult to empathise with
After the lesson the children…

Talked about their characters and felt a great sense of achievement
The teacher said…
“I really enjoyed the afternoon  and feel that the students have had an experience of an RE day that they will remember “ 

The children said…

“when are  we going to do that again miss?    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when…
Students made decisions about how to show the passage of time; students created a whisper to tell Rama how to find his wife; students created a movement and sound to welcome Rama and Sita home.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…
Students were able to recall the story of Rama and Sita at the end of the lesson
“    “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Specific improvement for students with emotional difficulties who were able to remain with the group and work as a team for the whole session.  

One students with emotional difficulties who only worked with the group once a week found the experience valuable as it enabled her to feel more comfortable working in this environment and introduced her to working with students with whom she did not normally come into contact.
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Improvisation
· Still image
· Thought tracking

· Teacher narrative

· Performance carousel

· Whisper alley

· Role play
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…
Students were able to experience the events of the story through their bodies

Students were able to experience the story through a number of senses

Students were able to respond creatively to the story and make it their own
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …
Try using Teacher in Role more

Try to include music and a few props

Try to include more senses-smell, taste also if possible

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


