
NC Year/s   

Exploring Venta (Caister St Edmunds)

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Cavell First and Nursery School   

Number on roll_180

The school’s approach to drama:

Drama had become increasingly marginalised over the past few years thanks to the National Literacy Strategy.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:

We wanted to make drama an integral part of our curriculum but felt that we no longer had the skills or confidence to include it in our planning and teaching

Age Group:  Year 3

Size of class: 25

Length of lesson: 1 hour

Subject links: History and Geography

Resources: Prior learning on Romans and the Iceni.  

The aims of the lesson

e.g. 

· To use and apply the knowledge and understanding of life in Roman Britain to create an imagined Roman town.

· To use maps that had been made in class to explore the imagined town.

· To demonstrate prior knowledge and understanding of Roman Britain and so provide an opportunity to assess learning.

· To work collaboratively with classmates and teacher to enter the imagined world of Venta.

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to…

Before the lesson… we had already formed an imaginary company with a name, logo and the purpose of designing information and a display for an imagined visitor centre at Caister St. Edmund.  The children had been independently researching life in Roman Britain using non-fiction books and the BBC website.  They had studied maps of the area and made their own maps of an imagined Roman town.

The teacher began the lesson by… telling the class that we would be going on a journey by time machine back to Venta.

The teacher then… explained that we would have to be very careful not to be spotted by the Romans.  If they saw us they could hurt us or try to capture us.  We would have to creep around the town very quietly in twos or threes (a good strategy for managing behaviour).

The pupils… took their maps with them and imagined creeping inside the walls of the town.  They split up and searched the place for any artefacts or new information about Roman life.  As teacher in role I joined in the fantasy exploration.  From time to time I would call out freeze frame and groups would describe their location to us all.  A colleague observed and took notes and photos.

At the end of the lesson… the children shared their ‘discoveries’ on their ‘journey’ to Venta.

After the lesson the teacher… told the children to record their observations and experiences quickly before they forgot what they had seen.

After the lesson the children… talked excitedly about the experience – it was almost as if they had really journeyed

What the teacher said…

“It really brought the children’s learning to life.  It helped me to assess what they had learnt in our topic, but more importantly it really inspired them to find out more about Romans and Britons. “  Gill Munn

What the children said…

“It was excellent!“  Kyle Richardson

 “It was very, very, very good fun.”  Thomas Dray

“I just like drama because you can like do it in your head. You go there.” Aaron Bush

“I liked it because it was sort of like role play but it was real.” Molly Weldon

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when… the children were able to create an imaginary world  and collaborate with each other in believing the fantasy.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… the children described what they had discovered in Venta.  These descriptions showed clearly that they had already learnt a lot of facts about Roman life.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Teacher in role

· Improvisation

· Freeze frame

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were:  it brought the learning to life.  It really increased the enthusiasm of the children for the topic we were studying in class.  It made it feel as if we were all working together to learn about the past rather than it being a one way process with me as the teacher delivering information and the children passively receiving it.  This made the learning so much more real.  The children still talk about this topic, three months after we moved on to new areas of learning.

Gill Munn, class teacher, Cavell First and Nursery. 22.5.06

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


