
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________Cecil Gowing First________School   

Number on roll___239_____

The school’s approach to drama:  We use drama to increase the children’s involvement in their learning.  We are currently trying to use it in many areas of the curriculum.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:  We wanted to increase our confidence and expertise.

Age Group   7-8  (Year 3)

Size of class  30 mixed ability

Length of lesson  Drama session was part of a series of daily lessons spread across four weeks.  The drama itself took place in a 60 minute slot.

Subject links:  Science (rocks and soils ),  

English - Write notes linked to work in other subjects

Experiment with recounting the same event in a variety of ways, e.g. in the form of a story, a letter, a news report:

Use IT to bring to a published form – discuss relevance of layout, font, etc. to an audience.
Resources:  a powerpoint show of photographs and diagrams of Pompeii and Mount Vesuvius and then items made by the children themselves.

The aims of the series of lessons:

To understand that the ground beneath parts of the world is unstable because of its structure.

The aims of this lesson:

To develop an understanding of how people feel and behave when faced with a natural disaster.

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to help the children relate to the human tragedy that a natural disaster can bring.

Before the lesson … following the powerpoint presentation of photographs, the children had asked questions about volcanoes and aspects of life in ancient Rome (Pompeii).  Over the following two lessons of an hour each the children had worked in small mixed ability groups to find out about the questions they had raised.  There were groups working on:

-  the science of volcanoes

-  clothes and food in ancient Rome

-  houses in Pompeii

-  The location of Pompeii and what life is like today in the Bay of Naples.

-  Games played by children in ancient Rome and other aspects of their lives.

-  What actually happened on 24 August 79AD.

The teacher began the lesson by 

Explaining that we will be putting together a newspaper for August 27th 79AD.   Look at some front pages and discuss the layout, eye-catching headlines, other headings, use of pictures and paragraphs, etc.   

Drama Recreation of 24 August 79AD.  

Everyone has their job (fuller, cook, shop-keeper, slave, etc.)

· Rumble starts and everyone looks up at  Vesuvius. 

· Children to send rumours around about what causing the noise – “is it a dragon?”, “Are the gods having a fight?, etc.

Pretend that they had photographers and appoint 3 people for the freeze frames.

· Freeze frame of people covering heads as ash and debris begins to fall

· Freeze frame of people collecting  valuables.

·  FF of roofs starting to collapse.

Thought track people in last frozen position.

Literacy Activities:

1. ½ class: Write account of events of the day as if you were a newspaper reporter.

2. 2nd ½ of class: Write first person account of day’s events as letter to a friend.

Plenary
Invite children to read aloud sections they are pleased with.

After the lesson the children… went on to do some of the best writing they have ever done.  They then expanded the themes for a documentary film they made in sections using Digital Blue.  They wrote scripts and performed re-enactments of different groups (children, shoppers, people escaping on boats) experiencing the eruption and these were filmed and cut together with a model (made by the children) belching out ash.  The latter had a voiceover (written and performed by a child) about the science of volcanoes and what actually happened in 79AD.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children imagined themselves experiencing the eruption and then used this understanding in their writing.  They were then enthused to make the film and perform in it.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning throughout the project but the drama linked everything together and created a higher level of emotional involvement for the children.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· improvisation

· freeze frame

· thought-tracking.

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that the drama linked everything together and created a higher level of emotional involvement for the children.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


