
NC Year/s  _3 

Lesson title/theme   Window- Our Environment

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Poringland Primary School   

Number on roll___approx 300_____

The school’s approach to drama

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC  relate to a feeling for more creativity to be included generally in the curriculum and drama is one way of delivering this. 

Age Group   Year 3

Size of class   26

Length of lesson    approx 1 hour plus follow up work

Subject links   Literacy- writing;  Art- How we can improve a place;  Geography: Our Environment

Resources:   Window by Jeannie Baker, copies of some of the pictures, space (not necessarily a hall)

The aims of the lesson

· To understand how our environment can be changed for better or worse.

· To introduce the children to a new topic.

· To create the feeling of being involved in a book/story

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to…  Introduce the children to the new topic in Geogrpahy and Art- How can we improve a place and how we can change a place. The terms work was to be based around the book Window by Jeannie Baker- a pictorial book demonstrating vividly how our environment can be changed. 

Before the lesson … As a class we looked through Window and discussed the setting of the story and looked briefly at the pictures. 

The teacher began the lesson by … The class was split into 5 groups and each were given a copy of one page from the book- spanning from the beginning to the end. The children discussed in groups what they could see in the picture. Reported back to the class. Then ask the children would they like to live in the place in the picture? The children had to give their reasons for saying if they would/ wouldn’t like to live their. The majority of the class responded as I expected, except one child who said they would not like to live in the place at the beginning of the story because it was too quiet and in the middle of nowhere.

The teacher then… asked the children to move into a space and sit comfortably. Explain that in the book the first picture was of the family’s perfect home. It was in the countryside, peaceful, plenty of wildlife etc. Ask the children to close their eyes and imagine their perfect place is just outside the window that they are looking out of- maybe somewhere they know or perhaps an imaginary place. Give a few minutes to silently imagine this. Ask the children to open their eyes and walk out of the window into their perfect place. Move around their perfect place, what would they do their- show me. Ask children to go back through their window and sit and look out of it. Ask a couple of children what their perfect place- describe it. Children close their eyes again. Explain that something terrible has happened in their perfect place and it has changed. Imagine what has happened and how it has changed. After few moments ask children to go through their window and move around what was their perfect place and show how they feel since it has changed.

The pupils…  responded extremely well to the activity. The first time they went out into their perfect world you could see the enjoyment and pleasure on their faces. Once the place had changed their body language changed significantly, They were all subdued and unhappy looking. 

At the end of the lesson… the children explained what had happened to their perfect place and said how they felt about the change. Everything they said was heartfelt. We went straight back to the classroom and the children had to draw their perfect place. 

After the lesson …  the class carried out a lot of work based on Window. The children were often referring back to this drama exercise. It proved to be a successful way to introduce the book and the topic. 

What the teacher said…

“   “  When the children returned to the classroom to draw their perfect place they settled straight away and not a murmur was heard from them. 

They were extremely engaged all session.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…  they were moving around their imagined perfect places. 

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… in future lessons based on the topic they referred back to the work done during this session. 

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Using a picture to provoke questions 

· Freeze-frame

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that the children became engaged in the topic immediately. They could empathise with the situation of places changing and not always for the better. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


