
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__Falcon Middle_______________School   

Number on roll____350____

The school’s approach to drama is as a vehicle to engage children’s creativity and thinking skills in all areas of the curriculum. Drama is also being used as an extension of imaginative play that is purposeful for those pupils who may be lacking that experience.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC. To raise levels of creativity and participation, particularly with non-participatory children.

 To build on work with developing thinking skills and creative responses. To develop questioning skills.

To incorporate  speaking and listening strands across the curriculum

 To offer teaching staff an opportunity to further develop their teaching of drama skills 

Age Group  8 -9yrs

Size of class 32

Length of lesson 1hour approx.

Subject links English, Geography, RE, PSHE, ART

Resources

The aims of the lesson

To understand the life experiences of the Adivasi people

To use a range of drama strategies to articulate responses in role

To support engagement with the role and setting

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to…

Before the lesson…The children have been working on a geography unit about village settlers in India. Time has been spent looking at photographs and images online of Adivasi villages. There has been previous discussion about the jobs people were doing comparing them with their own homes and routines.

The teacher began the lesson by… Asking the class to sit in a large circle. Pointing to the large photos around the room and the display of Indian work artifacts such as butter churners, washing paddles, wooden pounders, water pots and rings for balancing pots on heads the teacher invites the pupils to visualise the village settlement. Indian music is playing in the background as the teacher describes the weather conditions that day. 

The teacher then… invites the pupils to go around the circle and say what job they do in the village and how they feel about it. Some pupils are able to give names and ages to their characters; eg “My name is Pradesh, I am 11 years old . I go to the well which is 20 mins walk away several times a day to collect water. The jar becomes very heavy when full and I have to take care not to spill it. My neck and back often ache.” 

The teacher then tells the pupils that she will be asking them some questions about thier community and that she would like them to answer in role as an expert in their community.

The pupils…In groups of four decide on a job that needs to be done in the village. In a spirit of co-operation and at a given signal the pupils begin to carry out their tasks – drawing water from the well, planting rice seedlings, picking tea, grinding corn, chopping and gathering wood etc. Each group has a line of dialogue to deliver,

 eg: our backs and necks ache from carrying the water, we must pick three more sacks of tea before dark, we will be able to bake bread if we grind this corn, at last the monsoon has softened the ground to plant the rice. Each group decides how they are going to say the dialogue.

At the end of the lesson…Sit back in the circle. Teacher produces a brightly coloured cloth that the village women have woven. The teacher explains this cloth is special because it has all the goodness in the community. The cloth is passed around and each child is invited to add a goodness to it.

After the lesson the teacher… Hangs up the cloth and produces similar patterned Indian cloth for closer examination. 

After the lesson the children…  take a small part of cloth and look closely at the pattern. Using oil pastels each pupil makes a copy of their part of the pattern on black sugar paper.

 “    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…the pupils took on the role of the children working in the village. They were able to empathise with the problems and difficulties they faced and shared this as they moved across the classroom. It was also used to stimulate further writing they did on the effects of the monsoon flooding.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… the pupils realised that children living in different countries and within different cultures lived to a different kind of expectation.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Occupational Mime

· Still image

· Teacher in role(shadowy role)

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were. Pupils were engaged in developing their thinking skills within an active context.  They were able to use drama techniques to create and sustain a role. They were able to actively rehearse before beginning the writing process. It also raised levels of stimulation. All children in the class were 

in cluded and not limited by their skill level.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


