
NC Year 4 

Make friends with a tree

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Firside Middle School   

Number on roll 305

The school’s approach to drama: Drama has been actively promoted throughout the school over the past two years to foster creativity in all subjects and to support improvements in written work.  

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: It was felt that the support offered by this project would enhance the work already being done. 

Age Group 8-9

Size of class 18 children

Length of lesson 90 minutes

Subject links Science (Habitats, Life Cycles), Literacy (Poetry and characterisation)

Resources Clipboards and writing materials

The aims of the lesson 

· To understand and use personification in poetry

· To use a range of questions to investigate character 

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to make use of a woodland area to inspire some writing. The entire lesson, including the writing, took place outside. 

The teacher began the lesson by reminding the children about the work on story settings they had done earlier in the year. She then gave the group a type of landscape to create as a group. A child was chosen to start off the landscape and then children were invited to join the scene one by one. All children were expected to join in, either adding a shape of their own, or repeating a shape they could already see in the landscape. After each scene was completed, the teacher moved around the group and asked children to say something about what they represented. The first time they simply said what they were, then they described themselves with adjectives and the third time they were asked for their current thought. The last scene was a woodland and children were asked to think about how the shapes might touch and merge into one another rather than standing isolated.

The teacher then introduced the main theme of the lesson and explained to the children what personification was. She then suggested that they enter the woodland as quietly as possible in order to catch the trees ‘being themselves’. The group, led by the teacher, crept into the woods and looked around for various types of trees: friendly, lonely, suspicious, bossy etc. Once standing in a small clearing, the children practised ‘disappearing’ by assuming the shapes of their surroundings. This was then extended by asking the children to add a suitable woodland noise. The soundscape was conducted by the movement of the 

adults around the area. Children started to make the noise as the adults passed and to fade out as they moved away.

The pupils were then asked to look at the trees and decide which one might fit the description given by the teacher, for example, “Find me a tree with something to hide,” or “Which tree do you think is in charge?” Children were full of ideas and the reasons for their choices were both imaginative and sophisticated. 

The teacher then directed children to consider a tree in the centre of the clearing. She told them they were going to find out more about it by asking it questions. A volunteer was asked to sit in the branches of the tree and become its voice. The children were given a few moments to think before the activity began. The children then took it in turns to ask the tree questions. The process was repeated and another volunteer took their place in the tree and a completely new personality was created.

After the hot seating, children heard a poem comprising a series of questions put to a tree and its answers. Children were then asked to explore the woodland to find a tree they would like to find out about. They were set the task of writing at least three questions with answers and then to draw a quick sketch of the tree. Many children chose to write their poems perched in the branches of the tree they had chosen.

At the end of the lesson the teacher gathered the children together in the middle of the woodland. She reviewed the activities undertaken by the children in the course of the lesson and asked the children to comment on what they had enjoyed and learned. Understanding of the term ‘personification’ was checked. A particularly good example of a poem was read out to the group. 

After the lesson the teacher…

After the lesson the children completed their poem and incorporated it into a drawing of the tree they had chosen.

What the teacher said…

“   “ 

What the children said…

“    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children justified their view of the trees as distinct personalities. The following reasons were given for the description ‘secretive’: “It’s covered with ivy as if it’s hiding away or in disguise”, “It’s all twisted up like it’s keeping itself hidden”, “It’s full of holes like there’s a secret in every one.”

In this lesson there was evidence of learning in the children’s careful choice of questions when using hot seating. They chose questions that were appropriate to the woodland context and the life cycle of a tree. All children showed understanding of the term personification by the end of the lesson and most could remember and pronounce the word. Every child in the group created a poem following the pattern described. All children began work promptly and independently.

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Creation of landscapes and soundscapes

· Hot seating

Why use drama?

The main advantage of using drama was the opportunity it gave children to become directly involved with their subject matter. It also gave the lesson auditory, visual and kinaesthetic appeal.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


