
NC Year/s 4/5   

Masai and I

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Litcham Primary School   

Number on roll 93
The school’s approach to drama

Each of the 4 classes has one timetabled session per week in the school hall for a drama lesson. We are seeking to use drama to support learning across as many curriculum areas as possible.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

· To provide the children with more varied and rich learning experiences, and to allow them to direct the course of their learning.

· To deepen our experience of using drama across the curriculum

· To develop experience and confidence in using drama strategies and conventions.

Age Group: 9/10

Size of class: 24

Length of lesson: 2 x 45 mins

Subject links: Geography, PHSE

Resources: ‘Masai and I’ by Virginia Kroll, illustrations by Nancy Carpenter, ISBN 0-14-054833-5

The aims of the lesson

· To develop an understanding of the way of life of the Masai people of Kenya.

· To explore some of the similarities and contrasts between the Masai culture and the children’s culture.

· To begin to appreciate how modern technological society could affect the Masai culture.

Lesson exemplar
Before the lesson the children had participated in a range of activities as part of the school’s Africa week. These included researching and creating ‘newsreels’ on aspects of life in Kenya and an hour long session of African dance. (The dance session took place between the two 45 min drama sessions, and the dance and drama enhanced one another.)

The teacher began the lesson by reading ‘Masai and I’ to the children and showing the pictures to the class. The class discussed briefly the main theme of the book i.e. contrasting the lives of Masai children and children in the developed world, before pointing out one important thing in common – love for family.

The teacher then asked the children to sit in a circle and imagine that each of them were a member of a Masai tribe, sitting in their hut around the central kraal. They were asked to decide what their job in the tribe was, and on a signal – a countdown beat on an African drum - to freeze frame.

The teacher asked the children to say a single sentence when tapped on the shoulder (though tracking).  Responses included preparing to go hunting, looking after the cattle, milking the cattle, drawing blood from cattle, making spears, making sandals, creating herbal medicines.

The children then each took it in turns to complete the sentence, “We are the sort of people who…”. (Building the culture) Answers included:

“….hunt all our food.”

“….protect our cattle.”

“…..look after the land.”

The teacher then took on the role of a TV producer who has visited the village to make a documentary about the Masai. The children were asked to freeze frame images showing the best and worst aspects of Masai life. These were photographed by the producer. Some tribes’ people were interviewed about their roles in the tribe. In the course of this, the herbalist said he had discovered an oil, made from plants, that could heal any wound or injury.

Between this lesson and the second, the class took part in an African dance workshop, as part of the school’s Africa week. The workshop and the drama reinforced one another, so when the second lesson began the children quickly went back into role and used some dance moves and positions in the drama.

The pupils continued to explore their roles in the tribe before the teacher entered the drama, in the role of an executive from a drugs company who had come to offer money for the secret of the healing oil.

Using a decision alley, the tribe split in two and tried to influence an adult in the middle to either accept or reject the offer. Neither side succeeded in persuading her.

The tribe decided to debate the offer, and sat round the kraal. They elected a chair for the debate, and many children contributed. Overwhelmingly, they felt no amount of money should be accepted – they had everything they needed, they did not want to move to towns where the shops were and they wanted to preserve their way of life. 

At the end of the lesson they voted unanimously to reject the offer.

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity and learning when the children independently adopted and explored roles within the tribe; decided on the best and worst aspects of Masai life; felt sufficiently “part of the culture” to see the monetary offer from a Masai point of view, assess its impact on their culture and ultimately reject it.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Teacher Narrative

· Freeze frame

· Thought tracking

· Building the community/culture

· Teacher in role
· Decision alley
· Group debate
Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that the children were empowered to direct the ultimate course of the lesson themselves; construct and develop their own learning; develop empathy and understanding of people from a radically different culture.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


