
NC Year/s   

Evacuation (Britain since 1930’s – Yr 5)

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_Avenue Middle School   

Number on roll__380___

The school’s approach to drama – In year 5 drama is taught within the curriculum.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC- to highlight  to the rest of the school that drama is a powerful teaching tool and to include drama in the creative curriculum

Age Group  9&10

Size of class 31

Length of lesson- 60 minutes

Subject links- history

Resources- picture

The aims of the lesson 

· To understand …….why children were evacuated

· To use a range of .techniques to involve all children 

· To discriminate between…what we know and what we think we know.

· To create thoughtful understanding of evacuation and experience…..

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to… Build up an understanding of evacuation and evacuees through introduction to the topic and exploring feelings of evacuees.

Before the lesson… the children had studied WWII in year 3 and already had an awareness of the term evacuee.  This was the first lesson in our topic

The teacher began the lesson by…  using a few warm up games to make them aware of the hiding at a given signal, and being able to make themselves as small as possible when hearing an air raid siren.  

The teacher then… showed them the picture(resource 1).  In groups they were asked to decide what the picture showed them overall and then to study the detail within.

The pupils…had to decide what they knew definitely from the picture, what they thought they knew and what they would like to find out.  They then, in groups portrayed a freeze fram othe events just before the picture was taken and just after.

At the end of the lesson… the children were able to explain how they had felt when they were in role in the picture.  They were able to emphasise with the e.xperiences by imagining they were in that position.  They were able to link it to experiences today

After the lesson the teacher… was able to look at what the children wanted to know from the pictures and address this in future lessons

After the lesson the children… were able to write letters home after being evacuated with a lot of empathy.

 The children said…  that they had enjoyed the lesson and the learning but would not have liked to experience the split from their families.  
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…the class had to think of things that they would like answered about the picture that they didn’t know for sure.  They wanted to know if it was a drill, was somebody watching, who took the photo, why the photo was taken.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…they worte their letters home they were able to use the thoughts and feelings they had experienced when they were taking part in the evacuation.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Freeze frames

· Hot seating

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were.  The children could experience the air raid siren, hiding in a small place, get in role as an evacuee and answer questions in role to the rest of the class.  To share learning, thoughts and experiences with the rest of the class in a non-critical forum.

Resources
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D4LC – lesson exemplars 


