
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Falcon Middle School   

Number on roll____350____

The school’s approach to drama is as a vehicle to engage children’s creativity and thinking skills in all areas of the curriculum. Drama is also being used as an extension of imaginative play that is purposeful for those pupils who may be lacking that experience.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC. To raise levels of creativity and participation, particularly with non-participatory children.

 To build on work with developing thinking skills and creative responses. To develop questioning skills.

To incorporate  speaking and listening strands across the curriculum

 To offer teaching staff an opportunity to further develop their teaching of drama skills 

Age Group  9-10yrs

Size of class 27- buyt this activity was team taught to the whole year group 76 children 

Length of lesson 1.5hr approx.

Subject links English, PSHE,

Resources-  3 classrooms that link to open area with tables pushed to the sides

The aims of the lesson

· To understand how to deal with conflict in a positive way.

· To use drama to explore emotions 

· To discriminate between ’good’ and ‘bad’ methods of dealing with conflict 

· To create a powerful platform for delivering a message to wide audience

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to 

· Allow all children access to what can be for some a difficult area of expression. 

·  Use drama in a non-predictable way to demonstrate learning to the whole school.

. Before the lesson we had been asked to produce a ‘piece of drama for assembly’. We have been following the SEBs now called SEAL programme for social emotional and behavioural literacy in our school. I have used in previous lessons a range of drama strategies to explore the topics covered. This lesson was to assist in presenting to the whole school what we have been working on in year 5. 

I wanted to avoid the stereotypical sketch/performance style drama in our presentation and demonstrate how drama can be used to help children to think as well as just perform. 

The teacher began the lesson by explaining that from today’s drama activities we would have something unique to show the rest of the school. 

We started by sitting in a circle to recap the area we have been looking at which was Getting along. The area we had been given for assembly was “falling out and making up” –we collected our ideas on a mind map on the interactive white board. The children led the discussion with ideas of how we could show the emotions involved. We decided that we wanted to show how it felt when we broke friends and what it felt like to make up again. 
The teacher then decided to use a range of drama games to form mixed groups of children.

  Then the children were asked to think about how it feels when you fall out with someone-could they produce a repeating action and sound that was linked to that feeling? 

At first we worked individually as a year group and the room was filled with noises and actions. The pupils then froze and the teacher walked around the room tapping on shoulders to make the machine parts come to life and stop. We then stood in a circle and each child when they felt ready stepped into the circle to make a machine.

We liked the result but felt that it lost some of the impact, as the machine got so big! I then asked the pupils to get in their group and come up with a solution.

The pupils decided very quickly that we could have smaller machines of about 5 or 6 children. I then introduced the notion of a making friends machine. The pupils now had a choice of essence machine to make. They were allowed time to explore and create their machines. 

As I walked around I asked questions and prompted deeper thought about the topics we had been discussing this term.

At the end of the lesson we sat in a circle and the groups took it in turns to show us their machines. As an audience we had to guess which emotion or feeling the group were displaying. This was easy! We also used 3 stars and a wish, which is a technique I use in most of my feed back in lessons. (3 things we thought worked well and a wish for next time if needed.) The children have really grown in their ability to evaluate their own and others performances

We then chose 2 groups for the assembly one about falling out and one about making up.

After the lesson the teacher discussed the outcomes with the rest of the Year5 teaching team. We all agreed that the quality of the work the children produced really showed how much they had engaged in the topic and the drama.

After the lesson the children were buzzing and asked on several occasions if they could make machines in other lessons. Which we have done-Victorians- mill machines, in maths function machines!

What the teacher said…

“ I have been excited and pleased by the high quality of the drama the children have produced. They have so much untapped imagination that is just ready to flow“ 

What the children said…

“ I like showing how I feel with my body it’s easier than words sometimes“

“Can we do more please!!!!”

“I didn’t realise I could make someone feel that sad”

“ I’ve enjoyed working with different people not just my friends”

“It feels like we are playing but we are learning”

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children took the subject into their hearts and made it their own. They surprised me and other members of staff with how original and powerful they were with their movements and sound. Some children worked in pairs combining actions or looked for props to make other sounds  

They also wanted to apply this knowledge in other lessons.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when children who themselves sometimes are involved in unpleasant situations commented on how they didn’t realise this was how it felt to fall out and wanted to change!

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Drama games

· Essence Machines 

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that all pupils were engaged in developing their emotional and thinking skills. It allowed children to explore their feelings without having to tell the whole class. In this abstract form children were more willing to explore difficult emotions. Although only 2 groups performed to the whole school all children felt they had taken part in the creation of the piece, and were very willing to describe to other members of staff how and why we created it.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


