
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Can Mantle of the Expert help children in writing explanations?

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Costessey Junior_________________School   

Number on roll_320_______

The school’s approach to drama 

The school is seeking to extend its creativity in the curriculum and is embracing drama as one possible way of achieving this. The majority of the staff is very positive and willing to try out new ideas.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

As above

Age Group -Year 5 higher ability set

Size of class- 25

Length of lesson-  1 hour

Subject links-

 Science, History, Geography, PSHE

Resources

 Camcorder, digital camera, role description cards, job description cards, posters and other “evidence”. 

The other evidence was mainly to be found in the “earthquake” zone, where it appeared that not only had an earthquake taken place in Costessey, but that a dangerous dog appeared to be on the loose, adding to the devastation, which included some dead animals (stuffed toys).There were also some extracts taken from the novel The Hound of The Baskervilles and some wanted posters of a large black dog.

The aims of the lesson

To gather information from a range of sources and create a sequence of causes and effect
Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to…

Before the lesson…

Make sure that the children had met explanation texts and had identified the features, in this case, explanation of the causes and effects of earthquakes.

Other witnesses (the secretary, head, pastoral assistant etc.) had also been primed and given role cards as to what had happened from their perspective on the night of the earthquake.

The teacher began the lesson by…

Getting the children into role as an emergency committee called together by the local chief constable (teacher) as a group of seismologists, detectives, tv and newspaper reporters. Set the scene in role of a minor earthquake having taken place, but that there have also been reports of strange happenings. Their job is to find out what has been going on and to report back.

Give out job description cards and badges. Show TV crew how to use camera.

The teacher then…

Showed the children the scene ( an earthquake set up in the school music room) and remind them that they are in role and they have to treat everything they see as evidence.

The children had to examine the scene and then interview witnesses in whichever role they were i.e the TV crew had a different remit to that of the police officers.
The pupils…

Worked with their group of experts, examined the scene, gathered evidence and interviewed witnesses.

At the end of the lesson…

The class came back together and, still in role, shared their interpretations of what had happened.

After the lesson the teacher…

Informed the children that tomorrow they would have to present their findings in a meeting with Local Government officials at a meeting to be called by the Chief Constable and the Council.

 Cleared up the earthquake zone!

After the lesson the children…

Went away to think about their presentations.

What the teacher said…

“It was a very exciting lesson and led on to a great deal of in depth writing, not just explanation, but also formal letter and report writing. 

What the children said…

“It was the best Literacy lesson I have ever had!  “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…

They put on their roles and started to think and speak as if they were a seismologist or a police officer etc.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

They collated the evidence and produced hypotheses based on what they knew previously and what they had discovered during their investigation.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Mantle of the Expert

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were: 

The children were fully involved from the start

They were given responsibility which only they had e.g. the cameramen and all of them rose to the challenge increasing their ability to cooperate

It enabled them to experience in some way a situation they are unlikely to be involved in otherwise

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


