
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____Great Hockham____________School   

Number on roll___78_____

The school’s approach to drama:  Completely positive – all classes embedding drama within a creative curriculum

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:  to aid our drive for creativity and excellence

Age Group Years 5 and 6

Size of class 27

Length of lesson Approx. 1hour

Subject links:  Literacy; Citizenship

Resources;  Hall and benches

The aims of the lesson:  To provide the children with a greater understanding of issues within Macbeth in preparation for writing a balanced report

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to…

Before the lesson…We had engaged in several drama activities exploring the text, as well as looking at the original text and retellings of it.  We had also watched part of the Animated Tales version.  From one of the activities came the children own debate as to whether the plot came first in the play or evil.  From this debate I decided to base the final main drama activity around this concept as the children had generated it themselves.

The teacher began the lesson by…explaining that we were going to hold a trial to decide whether Macbeth was guilty of being evil from the start of the play or whether he became evil.  I explained about the structure of a trial and a courtroom and we divided the class up into Jury, Prosecution and Defence.  I was to be judge, my TA to be the clerk to the court.

The teacher then…took the children to the hall which had been set up as a courtroom.

The pupils…were told that the Jury could take notes if they wished and they were given paper and pencils.  The prosecution and defence were told that they could step into the arena to make a point, judging when it was appropriate to do so.  (Knowing when it is polite to speak is something of a challenge for some of the children in my class – they tend to interrupt and dominate conversations.)  We then began the trial and the children performed their various roles beautifully.  The prosecution and defence argued politely but with passion, using appropriate ways of disagreeing but still making a strong point; the jury took (copious) notes and I also had the transcript of the trial because my TA was taking down what they said, too.

At the end of the lesson…When we had debated for about half an hour, I called the trial to a close and the Jury made some first deliberations with my TA.  I took the rest of the children back to talk about the trial and our drama experience.

After the lesson the teacher… I went on to use my position as judge to give a summing up which, in effect, modelled the balanced approach I was looking for from the children’s writing.  I used their actual statements and organising phrases to structure the sentence level work and planning stages prior to writing.

After the lesson the children… went on to write a balanced report using the ideas and arguments put forward in the trial.

What the teacher said…  I think this was a powerful and effective way of giving children a chance to rehearse their ideas, listen to views of others and experience the structure of a balanced report.  I was impressed by the fact that everybody on the jury took notes, including my least able child who is effectively working at Level 2.  Whilst his notes were poorly spelt they did encapsulate many of the key arguments being made.  I was also really pleased that my lower attaining children on the prosecution and defence teams were very vocal, sometimes eclipsing the more dominant children I spoke about earlier.  I was pleased that all bar 6 children participated actively in the drama, as this is the first time we have done Forum Theatre and I felt it was a challenging activity.  I have made a note of those children’s names and plan to give them a smaller scale drama activity to carry out with either myself or my TA in due course.  I was also pleased with their responses (see below) and with the work they finally produced, some of which can be accessed, hopefully, via the Powerpoint attached to this document.

“   “ 

What the children said…

“    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when… children spoke with such conviction and gave such wide-ranging and valuable reasons to support their case.  It was especially pleasing that the defence team did so, as originally most children wanted to prosecute Macbeth and I had to ask for volunteers to swap roles. (So they, almost literally, played Devil’s advocate!) They must have done a good job, because eventually the jury found him not guilty!

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… children showed how articulate and engaged they were in the debate and went on to produce work of a high level.  They learned or displayed many social skills which I had not seen prior to the drama.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Forum Theatre

· Teacher in Role and TA in Role

Why use drama? Because it gave the children the chance to listen to and rehearse ideas in a meaningful way and because it gave them a structure which would benefit them whenever they engaged in debate again – either written or oral.  It also meant that, as a figure of authority, I could rephrase or seek clarification from the children in role, and they often picked up on the language I used, either in the trial or later in their writing.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work* If the Powerpoint doesn’t attach and transfer, please let me know and I can send on some scanned work. 

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk
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