
NC Year/s   

Year 6 Experience Life in Slum area of Mellawassal, India through Teacher in role and pupil role play.

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​All Saints Primary School   

Number on roll 152

The school’s approach to drama: 

Staff are fully aware of the tremendous benefits of Drama in the curriculum and seek opportunities where possible to use Drama to enhance creative writing, stimulate creative thinking and enable the children to engage with their work..

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:

A place on the D4LC project enabled two enthusiastic teachers to go and widen their experience of dramatic techniques in order to promote learning and creativity. Our School Improvement Module was Improving Writing at KS2 and so we were keen to develop these aspects in parallel.

Age Group: Year 6

Size of class: 25

Length of lesson: 65mins

Subject links: literacy, PSE, Geography

Resources: Information from the Diocese Web-site, prepared prompt cards for staff, sticky labels.

The aims of the lesson: 

One of the uses of Drama in this classroom has been to promote higher standards in writing.   We also had to fund raise for the Diocese Lent Project 2006 that wished to build a Primary school in the Mellawassal slum, Madurai, South India.  Therefore, we had the aim:

To use “Teacher in Role” to raise awareness of the issues involved in the year 6 fund raising project and, as an end point, lead the children to plan who they could write a formal letter to in order to ask for contributions to the fund-raising. 

Objectives:

1) Remind children of drama contract.

2) To briefly warm the children up using a favourite game “Mix and mingle”

3) To set the scene for the drama through role play by T and TAs

4) To involve the children in the drama, to develop suggestions for how we can help the deprived communities

5) To make a decision about how we can raise sponsors or money

6) As a follow-up in Literacy, to write a formal letter asking for permission to do an activity or to invite sponsors or support.

Before the lesson, the teacher prepared support staff by giving them prepared prompt cards with a character on and some facts and comments that would help them to adopt a particular character.

The teacher began the lesson by playing Mix and Mingle (2mins) and then initiated drama with T and TAs in role, discussing the problems of the village (2-3 mins).  The in-role characters were: a child working in the slums collecting rags, a child who has had the chance to go to school as a result of the Trust’s help, a mother of some of the children living in the slums and a field worker helping in the slums

The teacher then came out of role to fill children in on what they have seen, give details of the environment and the purpose of the activity which was to get into the setting and feel what it was like for the different people involved. 

The pupils were invited to join in as a character who might be involved in improving the environment in the slums, such as more children from slums, English children, English schoolteacher, Teacher from new schools already built, Health workers, architects, builders, lorry drivers for the deliveries. The use of character stickers helped the children to be clear who they were talking to and what their viewpoint might be. 

Following this role play, we went on to Still Imaging to get children to capture one of the points that had been discussed in their groups.  One or more images were recreated. *We them went on to “Thought tracking” by touching the children on the shoulder while in their image so that they could focus their thoughts and give us an insight into their perspective. *

(* not originally planned for but it worked really well)

At the end of the lesson we split into 4 groups in order to discuss what we could do to help (smaller groups enabled less articulate and confident to feel able to contribute).  Then we came back into a circle to pool our ideas for how to raise money for the slum area and to find out how they felt about the drama session (see quotes).

After the lesson the children each planned a letter they would write and then for homework, took 35 mins to write a polite, formal letter, set out correctly explaining what they want and why they want it from the person/people they are writing to. 

Adult quotes:

”The children responded so well to the staff in role.  The prompt cards were essential for reassuring my TAs and enabling them to input accurate information confidently”. Teacher.

“I was fascinated by the responses of the children: they were all involved and really thinking about what it must be like for those poor slum children.” TA

“I am sure the fund raising was more successful because the children had really engaged with the children in the slums, as if they had really engaged with them” TA 

Pupil quotes:

“I did not realise how lucky we were to have our new school”. Child 1

“Doing drama is great fun, you can be someone else”. Child 2

“Our Drama contract makes sure everyone can join in and knows how to get on”.  Child 3

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children took the starting point initiated by the adults and generated their own questions and answers when in role as the various workers.  The Still imaging needed the children to work together, to internalise their experiences and to create an encapsulation of an aspect of their role play.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when the children took their newly acquired knowledge and incorporated it into their formal letters to adults giving information and requesting support.  

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher/ Adult /Child in role

· Still imaging 

· Thought tracking

Why use Drama?

The advantages of using drama were to be able to take the children to Mellawassal while still in the safety of our classroom. It was good fun and it motivated the children.

The use of Still Imaging in order to focus our attention on an idea and the discussion that followed reflected the depth of thinking that had preceded.  When we took the children into “thought tracking” most children responded and some, including a statemented child, contributed a very thoughtful observation or comment that would probably not have happened through an ordinary classroom discussion.

The intention of this drama was to introduce the life of the Mellawassal Slum children and to engage in considering how their life compared to ours.  The conversation that followed about how much we had and took for granted was thought provoking and did result in the children being highly motivated towards raising funds to help pay for a school.

The writing activity that followed was linked directly to our SATS preparation and the children had to each produce a formal letter that had been written out at home as part of their independent homework.  They then typed it up (if it had not been generated on a home computer), wrote out the envelope and sent it off.  This is not ground breaking work but the motivation to produce a letter was stronger because they were going to benefit if they got a good response.   I have made use of the drama to motivate the children and take them into experiences they would not get from sitting at their desks.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


