
NC Year/s   

Year 
Explore themes such as hopes, fears and desires through improvising using a range of drama strategies and conventions.
Context

Caister Junior School
Number on roll 440
The school’s approach to drama: 

Staff are aware of the benefits of Drama in the curriculum. We are seeking opportunities where possible to use Drama to enhance creative writing, stimulate creative thinking and enable the pupils to engage with their work.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:

To improve and inspire creative writing through drama.
Age Group: Year 3
Size of class: 30
Length of lesson: 2-3 sessions
Subject links: History
Resources: A large seal used to lock a tomb

                  Lights

                  Music 
                        Brushes

                       Hats
The aims of the unit: To use emotive language to describe feelings. To produce a collective poem about opening a tomb. 
Therefore, we had the aim:

To use Teacher in role, 
thought tracking, 
improvisation, 

conscience alley

freeze frame
 

Objectives: Use pupils previous knowledge of the ancient Egyptians reverence for tombs to build up a powerful drama evoking feelings, mood and atmosphere which will lead to the writing of a powerful poem.
Unit 1 – 
Play the Tomb Raiders Game first use the lights to create atmosphere.

Explain that when people were looking for the tombs they had to be very careful when they were digging as not to disturb or break anything that could be valuable. 

We are now going to create the dig scene.

Imagine the scene: 

· It is hot, better put your hats on to protect your head and eyes from the lazing sun.

· You are tired and there is a shortage of water so make sure you do not drink too much.

· Remember to use the tools carefully you don’t want to break anything.
· THOUGHT TRACK– How are you feeling?

· Suddenly a voice is heard: I’ve found the entrance to the tomb!

· What are the feelings now amongst the workers?

· TEACHER IN ROLE AS SITE BOSS: Gathers everyone round the entrance.

· FREEZE FRAME AND FORM A TABLEAU

· There is a seal on the door.  AT THIS POINT THE TEACHER IS TO EXPLAIN THAT THEY ARE TO BECOME THE VOICE OF THE SEAL
· . Pupils are encouraged to ask questions such as: 
            Who placed you there?

            Who is buried behind the great door?

            What sites have you seen?

            What is written upon you?

            What will you feel if you are broken?

Teacher to come out of character, put class into groups of 4/5.

Brainstorm feelings at the moment of breaking the seal.

In groups use these words to write one powerful line. 
These lines will then be placed together to form the first verse of the collective poem.
CONSCIENCE ALLEY: Divide the class into two lines, one half feel that they should not enter the tomb, the other half feel they should.
 Give the two groups a few seconds to think about what they want to say. 
Teacher to walk down the alley as the class shout, whisper their views.

The seal is broken. Dare you go in?

You enter the tomb going down a set of steps. 
Use your senses to describe the inside of the tomb- teacher to record ideas.

The tomb is full of treasures. 
In your groups put together a short scene to depict how you felt. Show scenes around the class.

In groups use the ideas previously recorded to describe the inside of the tomb, write one powerful line remembering to use senses. 
Put these lines together to form the second verse of the poem.

It is time to leave the tomb.
 Should we replace the seal? Discuss.

As we come up the stairs we see that it is dark outside, it is cold, all that can be herd is the sound of the tomb closing.
How do the pupils feel now? THOUGHT TRACK.

Use these powerful feelings to write the final verse of the poem.

Again each group are to write one line only, quality not quantity.

Read through the completed poem with the class.

Are we satisfied with the order of the lines? Discuss.

What title should we give our poem?

DRAMA TECHNIQUE: Conscience Alley, Group Debate
DRAMA TECHNIQUE : Teacher in role
DRAMA TECHNIQUE: Freeze Frame, Tableau
DRAMA TECHNIQUE: Thought Tracking
Plenary: Which of the drama techniques did the class find the most powerful? Is this an easie way to write poetry?
Drama strategies and conventions used

· 1 Teacher in Roll
· 2 Hot Seating
· 3 Freeze Frame
· 4 Tableau

· 5 Thought Tracking

· 6 Group Debate

