
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme The uncertainty of evacuation
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___Wroughton first School____School   

Number on roll_318_______

Name of teacher  (optional)   

The school’s approach to/provision for drama To use as cross curricular tool, embedded within our new integrated creative curriculum.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? To fuel imagination and raise attainment in writing by making it more purposeful and relevant to the pupils. To widen staff knowledge and understanding of drama strategies and to gain specialist advice/knowledge.
Age Group Year 3
Size of class 28
Length of lesson 1 ½ hours
Subject links Literacy- letter writing/ History Children during World War 2
Resources Photos of evacuees and their old/new families
The aims of the lesson

For pupils to:  Understand how it may have felt to be an evacuee during world war 2.
· Learn that children being evacuated would have felt a range of emotions.
· Get better at using a range of drama techniques and to structure their thinking.
· Create purpose for literacy letter writing
· Experience the uncertainty of being evacuated
· Where does this lesson fit into your plans? The children had researched what an evacuee was, this lesson was designed to give then a deeper understanding of what life would have been like. It set up the purpose of writing a letter back home as an evacuee.
Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted to help the children to understand how evacuees would have felt on their journey and first day of evacuation
Before the lesson the children were put into groups and shown different photos of evacuees. They were of the evacuees on the way to the train, on the trains saying goodbye, in the hall being picked by families, with a new family and eating their lunch on the train.
The teacher began the lesson by recapping knowledge of evacuees and asking for adjectives of how they may have felt.
The teacher then discussed the photos with the class asking for adjectives to describe how they felt.
The pupils: 1. got into small groups and recreated the photos, they then used thought tracking to understand the roles they were recreating and the how the characters felt.
2. In their groups freeze framed a sequence starting from their picture, then moving on to when they arrived in the countryside, and finally when they were waiting to be chosen by the families.

3. They linked these freeze frames together and gave a caption for each.

4. Teacher started in role as woman sending children to their different families. From this they came up with ideas of how they felt, what the place was like, if thewy were happy etc.
At the end of the lesson the children mind mapped their ideas about what happened to them in role and how they felt.
After the lesson the teacher made notes on their comments to remind them when starting the written task
After the lesson the children planned and wrote letters home to their families in role as evacuees.
The teacher said that the quality of the content in the writing was excellent because they were so involved in their role, it almost felt real to them.
“   “ 

The children said I had loads of ideas about what to write, I could really understand how they felt.
“    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when…the children gave complex storyline answers to simple questions such as “Did you like the family?”
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…they were able to understand the process of being evacuated and the emotional uncertainty of it, On echild said “I was excitied on the train but felt frightened when we were in the hall” The lesson was constructed purely in the classroom.
“    “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? Most pupils scored higher than they would normally on content.
Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language? Boys became motivated to write and explain what they had been through.
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Freeze framing
· Thought tracking
· Teacher in role
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…really getting them involved in something that could seem very abstract to an 8year old.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …Go with the children, let them lead you and only discuss misconception after the drama has finished.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


