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NC Year/s  _ 

Theseus and the Minator
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​William Marshall C of E Primary School   

Number on roll 35
Name of teacher  (optional)   ________________________

The school’s approach to/provision for drama
Using drama to explore ideas and to help creativity across all subjects.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
Children speak with greater confidence in all situations, explaining and exploring their ideas.  Impact on writing through increased vocabulary and creative ideas.
Age Group Year 3/4/5/6
Size of class 23
Length of lesson I hour
Subject links  history – Ancient Greeks, PE – dance – showing character, Literacy – writing about a character’s thoughts and feelings.
Resources – Theseus and the Minator story
The aims of the lesson

For pupils to explore the feelings and thoughts of a character in a given situation. 
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

Part of a project on the Ancient Greeks and part of a myths and legends literacy unit.
Lesson narrative
Before the lesson the children had explored the story of Theseus – in PE they had explored the different body movements of Theseus the Hero, Theseus before he enters the maze and the Minator.  In pairs, (Theseus and Minator), they had created a dance up to the point of entering the maze.
The teacher began the lesson by reminding the children of the point the dance was stopped.  What was going through the mind of Theseus at this point? As a class we made our way through the maze – saying what we could see, hear and smell.  We also explored what the character was thinking – was he always brave? Did he have doubts? We then became the Minator and repeated this.

 The children returned to their pairs and discussed what they had seen, thought, felt.  Next the children were put into 2 groups – one Theseus, the other the Minator – each group took it in turns to say a statement about their experience of the maze.  These ideas were recorded quickly on large sheets of paper.
The pupils then made the maze – as Theseus I walked through the maze and the children said what Theseus was thinking – positive and negative. This was then repeated for the Minator. 

After this the children returned to their pairs and walked the maze as Theseus or the Minator until they meet.
At the end of the lesson we repeated the one voice exercise and added the comments to the large pieces of paper.
After the lesson the children wrote a piece about their character as they entered the maze, exploring the feelings and thoughts.
The teacher said…

“ This really helped the children understand how the characters were feeling and thinking.  They understood that a person can be feeling brave and frightened at the same time.  “ 

The children said…

“  We really enjoyed this and it helped us to think about how characters feel.  It was very useful to share ideas and to explore them together.  “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when they described what it was like in the maze and how their character was feeling.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when the children could give conflicting emotions for their character.
Drama strategies and conventions used

· One voice
· Conscience alley
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were it helped the children explore conflicting feelings.







D4LC – lesson exemplars 


