
NC Year     
Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School  Little Plumstead Primary School 

Number on roll 170
Name of teacher (optional)  Hetty Essex 
The school’s approach to drama: 
We are still at a relatively early stage. Some teachers incorporate drama on a regular basis and others not at all.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:
We wanted to increase and develop creativity across the curriculum and see drama as a pivotal tool in this process. We were also keen to improve writing standards particularly in KS2.
Age Group: Year 4/5
Size of class 33
Length of lesson: one hour in a series of lessons
Subject links: Literacy, PSHE, Science
Resources:  Book: Paperbag Prince by Colin Thompson
The aims of the lesson

To inspire children to write with passion about something they cared about.

To encourage children to learn about and care for the environment.

To improve creativity in writing
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to
As above
Before the lesson  
In a previous lesson the children were read part of the story of The Paperbag Prince.  This is a story about a rubbish dump which has been created on the outskirts of a village in a beautiful valley.
The children had already written a short piece as a ‘speaking object’ at the dump.
The teacher began the lesson by 

Reading some of the story which describes how the Paperbag Prince spends his day.
The teacher then  assumed the role as the prince and calls all the children of the village around him.  He tells them he is getting too old and tired to look after the dump and asks them for help in deciding what they and he can do.
The teacher then 

*Sends the children off in small groups to come up with ideas and bring them back to a meeting at the prince’s home at the dump. 
The pupils 

*The children are fired with enthusiasm to do something positive.

They come back with a host of ideas;

*To write to Gordon Brown.

*To write to their local council

*To make posters for the village

*To buy and give out free recyclable bags.

The teacher then

Sends the children off to work individually or as a pair to prepare their work
At the end of the lesson 
Children return to a meeting with their work for the prince to see
After the lesson the teacher 

This lesson will be followed by others to decide the out come of the work they have done.
End of the story in the book will be read to the children.
After the lesson the children 

See above
The teacher 
See above
The children said 
‘This is really happening in the world – we should try to stop it!’
‘ What will happen if children don’t do something – it’s going to be us in the future!

‘I’m going to put my poster up at Thorpe End! (the viallge where some children live)
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when
Children decided their own unique writing outcome.

Used scientific knowledge to work creatively in a ’ writing’  ‘art’ and ‘speaking and listening’ medium
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
Children who were reluctant writers forgot they were writing!
Children incorporated other areas of knowledge (science) in a piece of writing.

There was a greater awareness of ‘audience’

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Two children at a Level 2 managed to produce a low level 3 piece of work
· Speaking and listening (especially speaking) levels were improved for almost all children – not measured unfortunately!
Why use drama?
This and the other lessons in the series gave the children an opportunity to experience the importance of looking after the environment from a unique perspective.  They were able to understand experientially.

The opportunity for relevant debate was considerably enhanced.

The children had a real purpose for writing.

The opportunity for children to design at least a part of there own learning process was created.

Less able pupils had a real and important and equal contribution to make to the lesson.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 
Ensure there is some science background before you begin.  It helped with the posters and factual content!
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION

D4LC phase 2  – lesson exemplars 


