4
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson - Prospero’s Cave
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____Scarning_________Primary____________________________School   

Number on roll____219____

Name of teacher  (optional)   _____Sandy Francis___________________

The school’s approach to/provision for drama
We have a very successful drama club after school for pupils from Y2-6. Over the past three years drama has been seen as ‘cool’ by the older pupils and Y6 Y2 and drama club have grown in confidence. 
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
Drama will be on the timetable in its own right, not as part of literacy. The teachers from D4LC will work with other members of staff to expand the opportunities into lower KS2 and KS1. A new member of staff has joined with experience of ‘Mantle of the Expert’ so two members of staff will attend a conference about this in April 2008. We also have developed links with Northgate High School by joining a RSC Shakespearean Festival, Northgate are our feeder school and drama is a specialist subject.  
Age Group 8-9
Size of class 31
Length of lesson 1hr
Subject links- Literacy PSHE
Resources

The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Learn that props and scenery can have a voice
· Get better at using a range of words, voice and movement as an object
· Be able to discriminate  the right time to engage when working within a group improvisation
· Create an environment that informs the audience without any characters
· Experience being part of a large group that is working like a jigsaw as it comes together to offer a big picture.
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 
This lesson was halfway through the work on the Tempest; as a follow up lesson after working with our advisory drama teacher.
Lesson narrative
The teacher wanted to help the pupils create an environment for Prospero’s Cave where the props told the audience part of the story. The pupils knew the story very well and were following a favourite character through their work. She then wanted to go back to creating the island, a previous activity, and develop the use of ‘talking’ scenery.
Before the lesson the pupils discussed their previous session with the advisory drama teacher where they had started to represent furniture, clothing and props in the cave. They had a couple of minutes to be silent and think about developing their prop or being something totally different.
The teacher began the lesson by leading the pupils quietly back to the hall and sitting in a semi-circle as they had done before. The entrance to the cave had been decided at the previous lesson and the ground rule of one person to enter at a time had been set.
The teacher then indicated pupils could move into the cave as they wished.
The pupils calmly took turns to enter the cave and tell their story as a prop. They represented many things: a painting of Miranda damaged by Prospero in a rage; a broken rocking chair; his cloak thrown on the floor leaking magic; his staff feeling abandoned; his diary containing secrets; his books feeling powerful as they contained magic and others. This activity was very powerful, required no teacher input except as part of the semi-circle and took half the lesson. The pupils worked out a system of going in and out of the cave so that it was not totally cluttered and some pupils were still forming the semi-circle. At a natural breaking point the teacher brought the pupils back to a class group and they discussed what they had learnt about Prospero from the Cave. The pupils then moved to the outskirts of the hall and the teacher played a simple percussion instrument to represent a frog on the island, pupils then gradually moved into the island representing creatures, stones, trees, all speaking therefore building up to a crescendo of sound. Three pupils representing Ariel skipped around touching part of the island so they could speak alone. 
At the end of the lesson the class came back to their circle on the floor and had a couple of quiet moments to reflect on the session and how it could have impact on our interpretation of The Tempest.
After the lesson the teacher asked the pupils about their thoughts.
After the lesson the children suggested that Prospero’s diary could become an important part of our story telling. Perhaps it could get lost and found towards the end of the play, telling part of our story. They also suggested that a simple percussion instrument was better, than some computer sound effects used in previous lessons, to represent the island.
The teacher said “Wow you have made some very important decisions today.”
The children said “We have worked really hard; we always work hard in drama.”
In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when they could convey the feelings of an object with such emotion that an observer cared.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when the pupils could transfer their new technique to another scenario.
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

The quality of language used in most of their writing, in connection with The Tempest, moves the pupils up one or two sub levels. E.g. 2a to 3b
A couple of boys who are low achievers in literacy are writing at a higher level. 

All the pupils are working so much better as a team, they look forward to drama lessons and are very proud of their work. They always refer to our drama projects with comments like: we have done well; that was good but we deserve to do well because we work hard.
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Storytelling through animated props/scenery
· Judging when to enter a drama as it develops
· Use of improvisation to change ideas within a planned performance
Why use drama? This effect could only be achieved through drama. It is a controlled environment where the pupils work well as a team.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be – this particular lesson is halfway through a project, however the introduction of talking props has to be when the pupils are quite confident and comfortable to work in front of each other. There has to be an atmosphere of trust.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


