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NC Year     
Where the wild things are
Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Hall School
Number on roll   76
Name of teacher (optional)   
Chris Hoy
The school’s approach to drama: 
For some years there has been a Drama specialist teacher working across this all age 3-19 school for children with severe and complex learning difficulties. The drama was related to literature and literacy, there were regular school productions, and the school became involved in the Shakespeare for Schools festival.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

The specialist teacher has now left, and the school is planning to use Drama in a wider range of curriculum areas. This is related to the specialist status application for Communication. 
Age Group: 9-11
Size of class – 9
Length of lesson: 40 minutes
Subject links:  English (Where the wild things are), Science (Habitats) PSHE (Working together)
Resources:  Where the wild things are by Maurice Sendak, bench, apron, pyjamas, blue cloth, chairs.
The aims of the lesson

· To explore familiar themes and characters through improvisation and role-play.
· To have empathy for certain characters.
· To increase communication between pupils
· To encourage spontaneous participation from all pupils.
Lesson exemplar

This is the 4th lesson of 6, so the pupils have had some time to recognise the story and know the sequence of events as shown in the book.
The teacher wanted to 

· Introduce the mother’s side of events to the children. This is a side of the story that is not told in the book.
· Give pupil’s the opportunity to extend the drama with their own ideas.
· Give all pupils the opportunity to interact spontaneously with each other and with characters in role.

Before the lesson  

Talk to support staff about taking a role in the drama. 
The teacher began the lesson by 

Recap the beginning of the story with the pupils. 
Lay out the hall with key resources to depict bedroom, sea, and woods,
The bench as the bed, blue cloth as the sea, chairs randomly placed as the forest.
Explain that today’s drama is about Max’s mum and how she must be feeling.  
The teacher then 

Asked a member of support team to be Max and put on pyjama top, lay down on the bed and pretend to be asleep.
I then explain as I put on the apron that i was going to leave the room and when I returned she would be Max’s mum. This was the cue for ‘Max’ to get out of bench bed, row across the blue cloth sea, and sit quietly in the forest of chairs.
The pupils 

The pupils were sitting in a semi circle watching Max’s drama.
The teacher then

On my return I went into Max’s bedroom to find that he had gone. I asked the children if they knew why Max wasn’t in his room and became quite dramatically worried.
The pupils 

‘Because he didn’t have any supper’ said one child. 

‘You said go to bed’ said another.
At first the children began to laugh at my depiction of an anxious and worried mother but they soon began to realise that this was more serious and were keen to show me exactly where Max was over in the forest of chairs.
The teacher then
Talked to the children about being cross with Max but being very worried about him and could they help her with ideas for getting him to come home.

The pupils 

‘A picnic’ was the first idea. So we all put an imaginary ingredient into an imaginary picnic basket and took it into Max’s room.

‘Tidy up’ was another idea so each child chose a different job including. making the bed, sweeping the floor, cleaning the windows and laying out the picnic for supper.

The pupils then sat back down.
One child suggested that I needed a cup of tea. This was my chance to leave the hall to ‘put the kettle on’ while ‘Max’ left the forest of chairs, sailed across the blue cloth, and got back into bed.
At the end of the lesson 

As I returned to the hall the children were very keen to let me know that Max was home. So we all joined him for our pretend picnic ‘supper’.
I then told everyone to sit back down on their chairs and that I was going to leave the hall take off my apron and come back in, out of role, as myself.

We had a brief discussion about feelings and why Max felt sad and his Mum felt cross and how the children had helped everyone to feel better.

Finally I asked them what Max could do next time to help prevent this situation happening again. The majority of children said he should keep his room tidy and not be rude to his mum.
After the lesson the teacher 

Praised the children for working so well together. 

Thanked them for their super ideas and everyone was given a clap.
Talked with support staff about outcomes of lesson and planned some ideas for the next lesson.
After the lesson the children 

Some of the children were keen to use the resources back in the classroom pretending to be Max, sleeping and rowing boats. One child dressed as Mum with the apron on and asked if he could give out afternoon drinks.
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when
The children were putting forward their own ideas about how to help Max and his mum. They were also determining how this untold part of the story unfolded.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
The children made their suggestions during the plenary.
Some children were showing empathy with the characters.

The children were eager to play independently and were enacting several parts of the story back in the classroom.
The drama work held the concentration of some children for much longer than usual.
Children who cannot communicate verbally were actively involved with minimal adult intervention. Children were helping each other during the drama.

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 
This group of children are working in pre level 1, from P level 3 to 8

Through the lesson they were able to work to higher levels in Speaking, Listening and PSHCE.

E.G. Link significant events from own experience of stories, paying attention to sequence and how events lead into one another. P6 (READING)

Interact with peers on work/play activities with adult direction. P7 (PSHCE)

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role
· Improvisation
· Ritual
· Group work
Why use drama?

Our drama work has helped the children to communicate ideas and feelings through language, expression and movement. It has helped to develop their confidence and self –esteem through language and self expression. It has enabled the whole class to access the lessons in a completely inclusive ethos. It has also helped to develop sensitivity towards the feelings of others through interaction.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 
Be prepared to go along with the children’s ideas as far as possible but have several ways of bringing the lesson to a close up your sleeve. Leave time for a brief discussion at the end. This is where I realised how much the children had understood and taken onboard.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION
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