
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title: Mountains
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Roydon Primary School   

Number on roll: 270
Name of teacher:  (optional)   D. Stannard
The school’s approach to/provision for drama

There is a varied approach to drama in our school.  Some teachers, who feel confident, use it regularly across the curriculum especially in English, history and geography lessons. Others members of staff are not so comfortable teaching drama (mainly through lack of training) and it appears on their timetables less frequently.  Some teachers use the Mantle of the Expert approach to learning which incorporates many aspects of drama.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
It is hoped that we will be able to pass on our knowledge and expertise to members of staff who are less experienced in the teaching of drama through both informal chats and workshops.
Age Group  Year 5 and 6
Size of class   28
Length of lesson    1 hour
Subject links   English and Geography 
Resources   Sound CD of strong winds, notes in envelopes describing a character
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Create a structure of a mountain range

· To make freeze frames with thought tracking to show different emotions and feelings

· To ask open ended questions about a child who is missing and obtain relevant answers

· To make a sequence of events of people carrying out a mountain search

Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

This was the beginning of a geography topic about Mountains.  We had already done some preliminary work setting the scene, looking at film clips of mountain ranges (on Espresso), plotting them on maps etc. 
Lesson narrative
Before the lesson … we had done some drama with Teacher in Role as “Jo” who was inviting his friend (the rest of the class) to go with him on a skiing holiday to Sol in Austria.
The teacher began the lesson with…    some warm up activities.  
The children walked around the room and at different points I asked them to freeze and show me “big”, “small”,  “lost”, “ found”, “hot “ and “cold”.  With the last two, “hot and cold”, I asked the children to do a transition from “hot” to “cold” to a count of 6 beats.  They did this really well as a class so we did it again with half the class doing their transition, while the others watched and then swapped.
The teacher then… explained that we were going to create our own mountain range.  The children stood around the edge of the room.  One volunteer, Darren, stood in the middle of the room and made a shape.  I explained that someone else would go and make another shape but they must be “connected” to Darren by linking to one part of his body, eg arm, foot, back etc.   Then the other children would go randomly one at a time and join on to someone. This would continue until we had a whole mountain range.  I played the sound track of wind that blew up into a gale as they were doing this which really created an atmosphere.  It looked good when it was complete  - the only problem being that the children could not see it themselves. (although I did take photographs that I showed later)
Next we went to Austria.  As Teacher in Role as a tour operator I thanked the children for coming to Sol.  I asked if they had been to their hotel and had a chance to unpack and look round.  There were some suitable responses from children who entered into the role as tourists.  I then explained that their Ski instructor would be with them very soon for their first ski lesson.  I asked them to make a freeze frame of them waiting to go on the slopes and to think about how they were feeling (nervous? excited?)  I “played” their thoughts as I went round the room tapping people’s shoulders.  
I then explained that they had been waiting 40 minutes with still no sign of a ski instructor.  They made another freeze frame and did some thought tracking to show what they were thinking and how they were feeling. There were various responses ranging from people being angry at wasting time and money (“We paid a lot of money to get and here and don’t expect to stand around all day”) to being bored, cold and even concerned. (“I wonder if something has happened to him”).  I became Teacher in Role again, this time as a flustered ski instructor and apologised for the delay but explained that a member of my party, Ben, a young boy of 10, had gone missing on the mountain.  I was late because we had been looking for him but with no success.  I said that we needed to extend the search and needed more helpers.  Would they be prepared to help?  Thankfully they were!  I said that we needed to get into groups and that I’d put one person from the original party in the group who would be the “leader” and give them the information that they knew.  The children got into groups of 5 or 6.  I chose one person from each group and gave them an envelope with some information in that would need to be given to the rest of the group.  We had the Mother, Father, Ski Lift Operator, Café Owner, Ben’s new friend and the Ski Instructor.  I’d written a brief description for each of these characters who all had something to say about Ben. 
For example:
· The Mother had to be distraught and say that she had never known her son to go off before, he was a good boy, who always did as he was told. 

· The Father had to explain that Ben liked to play jokes on people.  He wasn’t a bad lad but there had been several incidents over the years when he’d got into trouble because of his mischief.

· The Ski Lift Operator had to reveal that he had noticed Ben messing around earlier; he had had to tell him 3 times to put his safety belt on properly.  His impression was that Ben was over confident. 
· The new friend had to explain that Ben had been bored with the lesson and wanted more excitement. He had asked him to go further up the mountain to find a more adventurous ski run.  He had declined
· The Café owner had to let it be known that Ben had been in the café for refreshments and had spent a lot of time talking to an older boy who had come in after the main party.  Ben had been absorbed in listening to him but the café owner hadn’t actually heard what was said.

· The Ski Instructor needed to let his group know that he was impressed with Ben’s skiing ability although he felt that he didn’t pay much attention to his lessons.

The children sat in their groups around the room and in role as skiers had a few minutes to question their group leader about the things they knew.  The leaders could add any other information they wanted to but were told to only impart the information I had given them if they were asked.
The next step was for each group to present to the rest of the class their questioning.  The children were allowed to add any of their questions when each group had finished.  There was a good line of questioning and by the end of it we had a clear picture of the events of that morning.  For example, one child asked the Father if he had been back to the hotel to check that his son wasn’t hiding under the bed!   At the end of this as Teacher in Role (tour operator) I asked the children if they wanted to join the search. We did this as a Conscience Alley with those in favour standing one side and those against on the other. A large majority were in favour and gave good reasons for going.  The few against it, including the Father, said they weren’t in favour as they were not keen to risk their lives for someone who was a joker and didn’t bother to listen.  (The Mother was so disgusted with her “husband” that she threatened to divorce him!!)
The search began.  In their groups the children each found an item that was recognised to be Ben’s.  eg a scarf, a glove, a ski, a  bag, a wallet and a hat.  They had to make a freeze frame of the moment they found it, with dialogue.  I followed this by asking them to think of the seconds BEFORE they found the item and make a freeze frame with dialogue and then the seconds immediately AFTER the discovery. (I did say that there was no evidence that Ben was dead!)  We then put these 3 frames together in sequence.  At this point time was running out and the children only had time to” rehearse” but not show them to the rest of the class.  In the next lesson I allowed more rehearsal time.  We presented each sequence to the class and used some forum theatre techniques to help improve expression in their voices and gestures. 
The pupils…   really enjoyed the lesson and were keen to know when the next lesson would be as they wanted to move the story on and know what happened to Ben.
At the end of the lesson… I was pleased at the way the children had become involved and when we presented the sequences in the next lesson they had some excellent ideas in Forum Theatre for improving dialogue, expression and gesture.
In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when… the children were making the structure of a mountain range; the questions and especially the answers of the children in the group work.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… children were asked to interview characters.  They learnt that to obtain detailed information they need to ask open ended questions.  They also learnt how people can have different views about the same person.  Later they were able to write newspaper reports and added lots of relevant detail of events that occurred. 
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

The children were all involved and all contributed in the thought tracking and interviewing activities.  In class discussion this would not have happened.  Children’s writing after this activity was generally more detailed and included different view points.
Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?
There are only 8 Year 5 children in this class which sometimes means they are overshadowed by Year 6 children and they are not so confident to contribute their thoughts and ideas.  Since doing more drama they appear to be more involved.  This also applies to some lower ability girls who might not say anything in a normal lesson.  In addition, drama has made the children listen to each other more readily and work collectively as team.  Some middle/lower ability children have started to put more expression into their voice when reading which seems to have helped their understanding and comprehension.
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Children are very keen to do drama and frequently ask “Are we doing drama today?”  Teamwork and cooperation has improved.  Parents commented at Parents Evening that their children love to do drama and that they hear more about the work they do in these lessons than some others.  

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in Role
· Freeze Frames and thought tracking
· Sequences
· Forum Theatre
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…  It is impossible to arrange Geography field trips to some places – in this case a mountainous area.  Drama enables you to “take”  the children there.  It helps to create an atmosphere that the children are part of in a way that showing photographs or videos cannot.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …  Allow enough time for  the children to work on the 3 frames that are made into a sequence.  This could be a lesson almost in itself.  Children wanted to put a lot of dialogue into it and needed rehearsal time.  We tried some forum theatre techniques to help actors put more expression and feeling into their work which was really successful.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


