
NC Year  
5/6   
The Victorians

The case against child labour
Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Preston Primary School
Number on roll 114
Name of teacher (optional)   
The school’s approach to drama: 
Although drama is not taught discretely, it is planned into as many curriculum areas as possible.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

As a school, we are developing a more integrated and creative curriculum. Drama will become an integral part of this renewed curriculum so D4LC was a perfect opportunity to assess the possible role drama could take in our school.
Age Group: 9-11 years
Size of class:  30
Length of lesson: 60 min
Subject links: History, literacy
Resources:  Court summonses (one for each group in role)
The aims of the lesson

· To understand what conditions were like for children working in mines, factories, mills and on farms in Victorian times
· To present reasons for and against child labour
· To work as a team to produce a persuasive argument
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 

· Help the children understand why child labour was prevalent in Victorian times. 
· Provide a “real” situation to stimulate emotional reactions in the children and encourage empathetic responses

· Challenge the children’s speaking and listening skills
Before the lesson…  

the class had researched child labour through a variety of evidence (film, photographs, written accounts) and drawn up a list of advantages and disadvantages. They had briefly explored the views of interested parties such as the ones chosen for this lesson. They had learnt about Lord Shaftsbury and the work of factory reformers at the time. Children had acted the part of child labourers in previous drama activities.
The teacher began the lesson by… 

issuing each group with a summons. The letters stated the role of each group (child worker, mill owner, adult working in a mine, factory reformer- Lord Shaftsbury, parent of child worker, farmer) and ordered them to appear in court to present their views on child labour.
The teacher then… 

clarified the task. The class worked together to draw up a list of questions to help structure their arguments e.g. what are our main points? Have we any evidence to back them up? What might the other groups challenge us on? Can we find any evidence to rebuff them?
The pupils… 

worked in groups to construct their arguments. A spokesperson was chosen for each team to present the main argument but they each made notes so they could back up their group’s representative if needed. They each prepared questions with which to challenge the other groups.
The teacher then…
set up the courtroom in role as the judge. Each spokesperson was given a chance to become a witness and present his/her group’s point of view. The rest of the members of the group were given a chance to add any extra points. Each group was cross examined by the teacher in role and by the other groups. 
At the end of the lesson… 

the teacher summed up the main evidence drawing out strengths in each argument. A final ruling was made- child labour was to be abolished!
After the lesson the teacher 

was able to assess their understanding of the topic and consider whether any further work was needed.
After the lesson the children… 

showed an increased understanding of the issues surrounding child labour. They were inspired by the drama work and in celebration assembly the following day children who would not normally want to tell the school about work they had been doing in class couldn’t wait to share news of their courtroom drama.
The teacher said… 

I was impressed with the level of passion with which the children argued their case. Even the children who chose not to speak in front of the group showed how deeply they cared about their group’s cause with vigorous head shaking when someone disagreed with their point. The level of speaking and listening that came out at the “trial” was extremely high. An exciting end to our Victorians topic.
The children said 
that they really enjoyed the lesson- “Can we do it again? I want to try a different part.” They all agreed that they understood the different views on child labour and could empathise with the characters they represented. 
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…
children improvised to argue their point and refute evidence given by other groups. Some children even got so drawn into their role that they became a different person with alternative accents and body languages. Most children stayed in role throughout the courtroom sequence, getting so passionate about their cause that I had to declare “order in the court” when there was uproar over a controversial piece of evidence!
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…
even those children who had previously struggled to understand  the rationale behind some of the views about child labour, could summarise their character’s main opinions. 
Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards ( for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role
· Improvisation
Why use drama?

It provided the children with a “real” opportunity to use their knowledge acquired through previous history lessons. It is a powerful tool for fulfilling the speaking and listening objectives which have been given a higher priority in the new primary framework. It draws together skills from several curriculum subjects.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be… 
to ensure that spokespersons are chosen carefully. Due to the high level of group work in this lesson, I found that less confident children were happy to take on the role as they knew the other members of their group could back them up in the courtroom.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION
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