
NC Year     
Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School: Mattishall Primary
Number on roll: 200
The school’s approach to drama: 
Teachers and pupils are encouraged to learn creatively and use drama as a tool. Teachers can book sessions to do lessons in the drama studio. 
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

· Raise the profile of drama in the school

· Give further opportunities for speaking and listening in lessons

· Encourage pupils to think creatively

Age Group: 9-11 (Mixed Y5/6 class)
Size of class: 33
Length of lesson: 1 hour
Subject links: Geography, Literacy
Resources:  Information cards on main attractions in Llandudno (Great Ormes, beach, Ski resort, etc). Two or three recordings of holiday adverts from TV.
The aims of the lesson

· Understand the impact changes to the town can have on the environment
· Pupils to give reasons for their opinions
· Use persuasive language
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to 

Give the pupils an opportunity to explore how different groups in the community will be affected by the proposal to build wind turbines in the town.
Before the lesson  

· Located Llandudno on the map of the British Isles
· Pupils researched Llandudno one the internet and wrote their own information leaflets on the town. 
· Before writing sensory poems, pupils listened to sounds from Llandudno and watched short video clips of Llandudno 
The start of the lesson 

The townspeople of Llandudno were invited to come to a town council meeting in order to discuss the falling numbers of visitors to the town. 
Activity 1

The teacher then went into role as a town councillor and at the meeting. She then said the town council members had decided to address the problem of falling visitor numbers by creating a promotional video to highlight the main attractions in the town. The children were then shown some holiday adverts.  

Pupils were then put into small groups and given an information card containing details on an attraction found in Llandudno. They were given 10 minutes to create a short advert for their attraction which was shown to the rest of the group.
The group decided the adverts would help bring in more visitors.

Activity 2

The townspeople were called to another meeting to then discuss a very important proposal which had just been given to the town council. 
A proposal had been forward to build wind turbine on the Ormes and put some into the sea. The children were put into groups that would have strong opinions on this matter (hotel owners, the town’s environmental group, fishermen etc). TIR as the Chairperson, the groups had a little time to gather their thoughts together and work out what their arguments would be and if they were in favour/against the proposal.
At the end of the lesson 

The various groups were invited to put their opinions in a letter to the town council members.
After the lesson 

The pupils were shown a model persuasive letter which they annotated in order to identify the key features. They then used this as a model to first organise their arguments and reasons and then write their own letters to persuade the town councillors.
The children said 
‘I enjoyed that because it was good to argue with other groups!’
‘I think we gave the best reasons and so we’ll win’.
‘I like drama because I know I’m good at it. I’m much better at talking than writing’.
Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role
· Improvisation
Why use drama?

Having a town council meeting allowed children to get into interest groups and work together to explore reasons for/against the wind turbine. It also allowed the pupils to question each other and discuss current environmental concerns.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 

You will need to brief each interest group on some keys facts. For example, the turbine company will need to know how much each turbine will cost and the fishermen will need to understand that the numbers of fish in the waters around Llandudno have been in steady decline over the past few years. 
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION
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