
NC Year 5
Cholera
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Kinsale Junior School    

Number on roll: 232
Name of teacher: Sophie Parslow-Williams
The school’s approach to/provision for drama: 

The school became involved in the Second Phase of D4LC because of a belief that drama could enrich the curriculum and at the same time contribute towards the achievement of many goals on the SDIP. Two teachers in Year 3 and Year 5 are involved and as they become more confident in the use of drama strategies, they will provide Inset across the school. In both year groups, drama has been used to enrich teaching and learning in many subject areas – Literacy, Maths, History, Geography, Themed Based Learning, PSHE and Science. (You could say across the curriculum!) At the end of each “theme” parents are invited to come and “share” in their children’s learning and drama has been used as one of the vehicles to illustrate this (The Greeks and World War 2). One of the teachers is involved in the long term drama course (Drama as a Creative Teaching and Learning Medium). All year groups have a timetabled hall slot, which they are encouraged to use for whole class drama.
 What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC?

· Enriching the curriculum so that learning becomes more memorable and fun. 

· Allowing for greater creativity within teaching and learning.

· Improvement in children’s writing, speaking and listening.

· Teaching staff being trained to develop the use of a variety of drama strategies within lessons. They will be to plan and use strategies with confidence, rather than “having a go” at drama.

· Children developing a greater empathy towards the thoughts and feelings of others. Drama will allow children to think about other people in school, in different periods of history, in different geographical locations and in different cultures) 

Age Group: Year 5
Size of class: 29
Length of lesson: 1hr 30 mins.
Subject links: Geography and Science.
Resources: PowerPoint showing images of significant people; clipboards and pencils; maps showing deaths from cholera; recording sheets; dressing up clothes e.g. lab coat, cap, shawl, crown and information sheets for teachers in role. 
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Learn that a clean water supply is needed for healthy living; to use maps in an investigation and to understand how evidence is used to draw conclusions. 
· Use Drama to empathise with people living with Cholera.
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

Geography: Unit 11 Water
Science: Unit 6B Microbes
Lesson narrative
Before the lesson… 
The children prepared the classroom by moving tables to the edge of the room and placed chairs in a circle.  Clipboards, with all handouts and recording sheets needed for the lesson, were placed under each chair. 
The teacher began the lesson by…

Asking the class to leave the room and telling them that when they returned they will no longer be children at Kinsale Junior but in role as doctors attending an important meeting and their teacher will also be in role as a medical officer. The year will be 1854, Queen Victoria is on the throne and they will be in London. 
The teacher…

Invited the doctors into the room and told them that this urgent meeting has been called to investigate why so many people in Soho, London are dying from Cholera. The teacher reminded the ‘doctors’ of the symptoms of Cholera: Heavy diarrhoea, vomiting and muscle cramps. The teacher went on to tell the doctors some facts e.g. in just a few days cholera has killed 600 people.  The conditions of people living in London were discussed e.g. the city is very smelly and people are covering their faces because of the horrific smells and to prevent diseases from entering their bodies. 

The pupils were told that it would help move the investigation forward if they could imagine what it is like for people suffering from this disease. Individually, they mimed the following: going to the water pump to collect water, emptying waste into a cesspool, covering faces from the stench in the city and grieving from people dying. A cardboard speech bubble was held above certain individuals and they said an appropriate line. They then teamed up with 3 other doctors and on the countdown of 3, made a photo of one of the scenes. 
The teacher then…

Told them that Dr John Snow has already started to investigate how people are contracting Cholera. Many people think it is caused by the ‘miasma.’ Read surveyors report. But Dr Snow doesn’t agree. Explain that he has created a map to show where people have died. Doctors use the map to develop questions/ideas. Hand out map 2 and repeat. Record ideas on recording sheet. 
They were then asked to develop interview questions to ask the following people:
1. A sick lady living in North London-Hampstead;

2. A brewery worker;

3. Lady living on Broad Street. 

Other adults took on these roles and were provided with information sheets before the lesson. 
The children…

Were then asked what could be concluded from the evidence they have seen and heard.
The teacher read a new theory from Dr John Snow-Cholera linked to contaminated water at Broad Street pump and discussed it with the children.
Further discussions then took place about what action needs to be taken. 
At the end of the lesson…

The doctors presented their findings to Queen Victoria. (An adult in role).
After the lesson the children…
Were keen to talk about the lesson and asked further questions, e.g. how did Cholera get into the water supply in the first place?
Adult Quotes:
“I was really impressed by the maturity of the children and the quality of questioning.” Teacher
“A really inspiring and exciting session” Leading Drama Teacher.

The children…
Were very enthusiastic with their feedback and said that they really enjoyed working in that way and would like to do more lessons like this.

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when…
All pupils were focussed on miming the different actions. There was potential for children to become ‘silly’ especially when miming emptying waste into a cesspool but they were very mature and remained in role. Thought tracking and still images showed that they could empathise well with characters. 
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…
The children were asking questions to the adults in role. The quality of these questions from all children in the class was very good and their analysis and conclusions demonstrated excellent learning. 
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 
The impact of this has yet to be assessed and will be at the end of the unit. 
Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?
Lower achievers achieved particularly well in this lesson. They were able to suggest appropriate questions for each person hot seated and were keen to have them answered. Such participation is not always seen in lessons where Drama has not been used. 
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Hot seating
· Teacher/children in role
· Thought Tracking
· Still Images

Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…

The children were able to experience for themselves what it would have been like for people living in London during the Cholera epidemic.  It allowed them to fully appreciate the significance of the historical and scientific implications. Being in role and creating a new environment in the classroom was very motivating for the children and encouraged participation and creativity.  
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …
To consider ways to increase the participation of the children e.g. with improvisation as although this was a very successful lesson it was very demanding on the teacher. 
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


