
NC Year     
The Giant’s Necklace
Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Wimbotsham and Stow Community School   

Number on roll: 96
The school’s approach to drama: was occasional and usually attached to Literacy. It was used more regularly in KS1 and daily in Reception with the use of the home corner. However, we are beginning to use drama as a teaching medium throughout the school on a more regular basis with drama sessions to practise skills such as role play and freeze frame and linked to a wider number of subjects.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: Whilst drama was used in our school, it was mostly for Literacy and we saw this as an opportunity to widen the use of drama as a teaching tool in other areas of the curriculum and to increase creativity
Age Group: 9 - 11
Size of class – 30
Length of lesson: 45 minutes
Subject links: Literacy - Novels and Stories by Significant Children’s Authors, PHSE.
Resources:  The Giant’s Necklace - Michael Morpurgo, large sugar paper, pens.
The aims of the lesson

· To empathise with characters
· To consider different points of view of various characters
· To work collaboratively as a group.
Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted the children to understand different points of view and perspective of different characters.  To try to empathise with the feelings and emotions of a character.
Before the lesson  

The pupils had already read the short story of “The Giant’s Necklace”.  The story structure had been looked at along with story openings etc.  The children felt very strongly that the mum was wrong to leave her daughter alone on the beach, and some children had misunderstood the relationship Cherry had had with her brothers.  The children had created adjectives and phrases to describe the main character of Cherry and had used “Role on the Wall” to help them associate with her. A silhouette of Cherry’s “character” was displayed on the classroom wall.
The teacher began the lesson by using the teaching assistant (wearing an apron!) to Hot Seat Cherry’s mother.  Cherry had not returned home from a day at the beach and the mother was distraught.  The children (with a little prompting) were encouraged to ask the mother how she felt about Cherry not returning home and what the mother thought may have happened to Cherry.
The teacher then asked the children to get into groups of 5 or 7.  They were instructed to act out the scene where Cherry’s brothers and parents were at home waiting for news of Cherry.
The pupils recreated the scene, the teacher then used freeze frames to examine how the different brothers felt as they waited for news, and how the mother felt. 

Pupils interpreted the brothers’ feelings in different ways.  Some thought the brothers would not be too bothered as it was still early and Cherry would be home later, others thought the brothers might want to move into her bedroom straight away, others thought the brothers would be scared stiff and upset.  Other pupils thought more deeply and thought the brothers might secretly feel guilty about not protecting their sister, or feel bad that they had left her on the beach.  Some thought the brothers might feel upset, but would not want to show it in front of each other.  Others thought the brothers should put on a brave face in front of their mother to support her.
At the end of the lesson the teacher asked the children to create a conscience corridor for the mother to walk down.  Pupils on one side of the corridor gave reasons why the mother was right in her decision to allow Cherry to stay on the beach by herself, the other side of the corridor gave reasons why the mother was wrong to allow Cherry to be by herself.  The pupil walking down the corridor had to listen to the reasons and decide whether the mother was justified in what she did.
After the lesson the teacher summarised the feelings the children had come up with of the brothers and reasons why the mothers acted as she did.  This was written on a large piece of sugar paper and displayed on the classroom wall.
After the lesson the children talked about what they thought was the correct decision.  In later lessons, the pupils had to write their own version of a story where a character goes missing or gets lost.  They were able to use what they had done in the drama lesson to think about how their characters may feel or how they may react.
The children love doing drama. They thoroughly enjoyed getting into roles and even though there was only 1 “female” role ie the mother, the girls were able to get into the role of the brothers easily.
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when some pupils thought carefully about how the brothers might feel ie hiding their true feelings from their siblings, being strong to support their mum.  

During the Hot Seating at the start of the lesson, where the TA played the role of the distraught mother, some pupils then shared experiences of when they had got lost or separated from parents.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when at the start of the lesson, most pupils thought the mum was wrong to leave Cherry on the beach by herself.  They did not question the mother’s actions.  After the drama and the conscience corridor, the pupils were able to see that it was not such a straight forward situation.  They were able to see that there were some justifiable reasons of why the mum thought it would be safe to leave her daughter for a while on the beach.
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Hot seating
· Pupils in role
· Freeze frame

· Conscience corridor
Why use drama?

Some pupils find it very difficult to empathise with characters, to understand why they might act as they do.  Using this technique allowed the pupils to explore reasons and emotions in an effective way they thought was fun!
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be to go for it!  Its simple to do, the children loved it and it helped them understand the actions of the characters!
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to patrice.baldwin@norfolk.gov.uk along with any scanned children’s work or digital photographs linked to this lesson.  It will be placed unedited on the D4LC website and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder supplement of published lessons. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL IMAGES OF CHILDREN HAVE FULL PARENTAL PERMISSIONS INCLUDING FOR INTERNET PUBLICATION
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