
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Cliff Park Middle School   

Number on roll  430
Name of teacher  (optional)  L. Staff
The school’s approach to/provision for drama

The school has a keen interest in incorporating drama into the timetable to encourage creativity across the curriculum.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
That teachers will gain confidence and assist others with ideas etc.  enabling cross curricular links.  Also L. Staff to run a gifted and talented drama work shop for ½ a term.
Age Group 9/10 years
Size of class  31
Length of lesson  50
Subject links  Literacy, history
Resources  Theseus and The Minotaur Big Book (Play script)
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 
· Learn that movement, expression and body language are important to create atmosphere as well as dialogue.
· Get better at using a range of vocabulary and phrases to create atmosphere and mood by working in role.
· Be able to discriminate between scripted dialogue and improvisation
· Create a living unscripted scene that will lead onto a piece of script being written. .
· Experience the freedom of improvisation 
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? Part of the weekly literacy plan.
Lesson narrative
Before the lesson the class had read the beginning of the script and the scene had been set.  There had been discussions over the layout of playscript.  The play script had few parts in it and they were generally narrations, so not all the children had felt involved.
The teacher began the lesson by recapping over the previous lesson and identifying the two main events so far:  the choosing of the names of the people to be sent to the Minotaur and Theseus volunteering to go, and the journey to Crete on the boat and landing.
The teacher then led a discussion through a series of open and closed differentiated questions to determine how the people would have been feeling.  This was important as it wasn’t scripted previously.  The children then became the background people waiting for the names to be pulled out of the pots.  They came to the front in small groups and acted out the scene.  As a class we discussed it highlighted any good examples. This was a very short exercise in order to warm the children up and familiarise them with what was expected.  Then all the children were led (by the teacher) onto the ship for the journey to Crete.  The teacher actually made them all line up and they walked around the corridors in a file, thinking about their body language and conversations that might have happened.  By now the children were happily in role and feeling more confident.  They had to get on to the boat for the journey and during this time the teacher interacted and started conversations with the children.  This gave them confidence and was an opportunity to assess them. 
At the end of the lesson the children went into pairs and pretended that there were phones in ancient Greek times and they all had their last phone call home to the loved ones that they had left at home.  They took turns to make the phone call and they only had a very limited time on the phone.
After the lesson the teacher recorded assessments.
After the lesson the children would then use this experience to create a very small piece of play script involving their characters during the journey on the boat to Crete.
The teacher said…

“  “ 

The children said…

“ I really liked being involved in it.   “   “It was like we were there and I felt quite emotional on the boat as my home faded into the distance”  “I did feel strange at first but once we were all involved it was a lot easier”
In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when they were having conversations between themselves in character and then summing up their feelings in the phone call home.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when they were silent lining up to go on the boat, but the atmosphere was clear to an observer.  The children were really thinking about their stance, facial expressions etc.  This would also be shown in the play script written in the next lesson.
“    “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?
Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Improvisation – whole class
· Forum Theatre
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were all children were involved, it did not matter on gender or ability.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would …
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


